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ARIZONA CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSION  

T he Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) is a statutorily authorized entity 

mandated to carry out various coordinating, monitoring and reporting functions 

regarding the administration and management of criminal justice programs in Arizona. 

In accordance with statutory guidelines, the Commission is comprised of 19 members 

who represent various elements of the criminal justice system in Arizona. Fourteen of 

the 19 Commissioners are appointed by the Governor and are municipal, county or 

elected officials. The remaining five are state criminal justice agency heads. Appointed 

Commissioners serve for two years and terminate when the first regular session of the 

legislature is convened; they may be re-appointed.  

T he ACJC was created in 1982 to serve as a resource and service organization for 

Arizona's 480 criminal justice agencies on a myriad of issues ranging from drugs, 

gangs, victim compensation and assistance to criminal record improvement initiatives. 

The ACJC works on behalf of the criminal justice agencies in Arizona to facilitate infor-

mation and data exchange among statewide agencies by establishing and maintaining 

criminal justice information archives, monitoring new and continuing legislation relating 

to criminal justice issues, gathering information, and researching existing criminal jus-

tice programs. 

Our mission is to continuously address, improve, sustain, 
and enhance public safety in the State of Arizona through the 

coordination, cohesiveness, and effectiveness of the  
Criminal Justice System.  

This report was prepared by: 

Ashley Mully, Program Coordinator 

Siyeni Yitbarek, Program Coordinator 

Tony Vidale, Deputy Director 
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Introduction 

Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022

rizona Revised Statute (ARS) §41-2405(A)11 requires the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission to 
submit to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
an annual report on law enforcement activities funded by the Drug and Gang Enforcement Account 

(Account) or the Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund (CJEF) as they relate to illicit drugs and drug-related 
gang activity. This annual report requirement was established in 1990. 

The Drug and Gang Enforcement Account, established in 1987 by ARS §41-2402, is used to enhance 
efforts to deter, investigate, prosecute, adjudicate and punish drug offenders. Funds in the Drug and Gang 
Enforcement Account are from the following sources: 

1) Federal monies made available to states by grants under the Edward Byrne
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program;

2) Mandatory fines collected for felony drug offense convictions as authorized by
ARS, Title 13, Chapter 34;

3) Appropriations to the account by the Legislature; and

4) Local cash match funds furnished by grantees.

In 1987, the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) developed and implemented a Statewide 
Enhanced Drug Enforcement Strategy, as required to qualify for federal formula grant assistance monies 
for drug control. The strategy was designed to be compatible with the statutory requirements that created 
the Drug and Gang Enforcement Account. The current four-year strategy was developed in 2016 and is the 
framework within which the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission allots and distributes all monies in the 
account. A formal application system and extensive open meeting process are utilized by the Arizona 
Criminal Justice Commission for awarding grant funds from the account. 

The Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund (CJEF) was established by ARS §41-2401.  This statute details 
those entities that shall receive monies from the CJEF by percentage amounts and the purposes for 
utilization of the monies. 

This report provides summary information on projects receiving funds from the Drug and Gang Enforcement 
Account and on projects funded by the Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund during FY 2021 (July 1, 2020 
to June 30, 2021) relating to drug activity or drug-related street gang activity.  The data in this report are 
only those data generated from funded projects. Many other valuable and productive drug and gang 
enforcement and prevention activities are conducted throughout the state-funded entirely by federal, state, 
local, and county authorities, without enhancement monies, and are therefore not reported to ACJC. 

A 
Introduction 
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Funding 
In FY 2022, the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission awarded a combined total of $9,048,506 in funds for 
38 projects in the state. Of this amount, $3,004,505 (33-percent) was awarded in federal funds from the 
Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program, $3,807,374 (42-percent) from state drug offense fines, and 
$2,236,627 (25-percent) from local match funds.   
 
The Byrne Justice Assistance Grant was awarded to the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission by the U. S. 
Department of Justice under a formula grant. ACJC must apply for this grant on an annual basis. State drug 
fines consisted of non-appropriated funds collected from mandatory fines for felony drug offense 
convictions. In addition, each year the Commission sets the match requirement for approved drug control 
projects.   
 
Figure 1 shows program funding levels from FY 2018 to FY 2022. These amounts are displayed by fund 
source. Figure 2 shows program levels since FY 1995. Funding was set at $8.8 million in FY 1995 and 
reached a historic high of $17 million in FY 2010. The $9 million in drug control program projects in FY 2022 
was an increase in funding compared to the $8.7 million allocated for projects in FY 2019.  
 
The Commission opted to set the match requirement at zero in fiscal years 2010 through 2012 to ease the 
financial burden on state and local agencies experiencing their budget challenges. Due to declining federal 
funds, the Commission established a match requirement of 20-percent for FY 2013 and FY 2014. In FY 
2015, with input from grant recipients, the match requirement was increased to 25-percent, the maximum 
allowable under program rules, and it remained at that level in FY 2022.   
 

 

$0 $10,000,000 $20,000,000 $30,000,000 $40,000,000 $50,000,000

FY 2018

FY 2019

FY 2020

FY 2021

FY 2022

Total

FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 Total
Total Funding $9,238,067 $8,712,394 $9,100,970 $9,291,110 $9,048,506 $45,391,047
Local Match Funds $2,284,808 $2,140,892 $2,250,508 $2,250,707 $2,236,627 $11,163,542
State Drug Fines $3,861,802 $3,524,252 $4,167,520 $3,854,072 $3,807,374 $19,215,020
Byrne JAG $3,091,457 $3,047,250 $2,682,942 $3,186,331 $3,004,505 $15,012,485

Figure 1: 
Program Fund Sources FY 2018 - FY 2022 

Total Funding Local Match Funds State Drug Fines Byrne JAG

Drug and Gang Enforcement Account  
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Grant Awards 
The Commission established seven purpose areas under the Drug, Gang, and Violent Crime Program in 
accordance with the Statewide Enhanced Drug Enforcement Strategy and the Drug and Gang Enforcement 
Account Program rules. The seven areas were apprehension, prosecution; forensic support services; 
adjudication and sentencing; corrections and community corrections; substance abuse treatment for 
corrections-involved individuals; and prevention and education.  Also, the Commission set aside five 
percent of the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant award for criminal records improvement efforts under the 
Systems Improvement Program for CJRIP.     
 
In FY 2022, drug apprehension projects consisting of 15 multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency drug task forces 
established in 15 counties in the State of Arizona received funding from the account. In addition to these 
projects, 17 full-time dedicated drug prosecution projects were funded in 15 counties and enhanced drug 
forfeiture case efforts through the Attorney General's Office. Rounding out the funding in FY 2022 was a 
drug adjudication project funded through the Arizona Administrative Office of the Courts, and three forensic 
support projects through the Arizona Department of Public Safety, Tucson Police Department, and Mesa 
Police Department.  
 
Table 1 below shows approved awards by project type, expenditure type, and funding source. In FY 2022, 
direct personnel costs made up 87-percent of the total expenditures from the account, with 13-percent 
allocated to contracting services. Although not reflected in the table, the Medicaid Fraud project through 
the Attorney General's Office served as matching funds for a federal grant earning three federal dollars for 
every state dollar expended. 
 
Table 2 displays funding awards to all FY 2022 projects broken out by county and by type of project. The 
majority of project dollars were allocated to Pima County (18.0-percent), followed by Maricopa County 
(13.6-percent) and state agencies serving all 15 counties (12.5-percent).  Of the remaining counties, nine 
received funding over $300,000. 
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Apprehension Prosecution Forensic 
Support

Adjudication 
& Corrections CJRIP Medicaid 

Fraud Total

Expenditure Type:
  Personal Services $1,021,143 $2,818,948 $318,316 $860,726 $0 $56,298 $5,075,431
  Employee Related Exp. $815,641 $1,021,389 $134,569 $475,741 $0 $45,703 $2,493,043
  Overtime $299,268 $0 $32,487 $0 $0 $0 $331,756
  Professional & Outside Svs. $1,168,238 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,168,238
  Travel - In State $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
  Travel - Out of State $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
  Confidential Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
  Supplies $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
  Registration/Training Fees $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
  Other Operating Exp. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
  Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
     Total $3,304,291 $3,840,338 $485,372 $1,336,467 $0 $102,001 $9,068,468
 
Funding Source:
  Federal-Regular Byrne/JAG $1,075,444 $1,655,289 $273,772 $0 $0 $0 $3,004,505
  State $1,387,802 $1,224,964 $90,257 $1,002,350 $0 $102,001 $3,807,374
  Local Match $821,082 $960,084 $121,343 $334,117 $0 $0 $2,236,627
     Total $3,284,329 $3,840,338 $485,372 $1,336,467 $0 $102,001 $9,048,506

 Table 1                                                                   FY 2022 Approved Awards and Funding Sources
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Apache County Mohave County
Apprehension $233,455 Apprehension $336,832
Adjudication $49,084 Adjudication $192,990
Prosecution $96,390 Prosecution $156,292
  Total $378,929   Total $686,114

Cochise County Navajo County
Apprehension $122,971 Apprehension $238,833
Adjudication $55,806 Adjudication $184,036
Prosecution $152,218 Prosecution $123,117
  Total $330,995   Total $545,986

Coconino County Pima County
Apprehension $283,494 Apprehension $687,640
Adjudication $63,717 Forensic Analysis $65,307
Prosecution $132,461 Adjudication $244,281
  Total $479,672 Prosecution $628,563

  Total $1,625,791
Gila County
Apprehension $331,654 Pinal County
Adjudication $62,163 Apprehension $141,380
Prosecution $73,955 Adjudication $169,847
  Total $467,772 Prosecution $184,771

  Total $495,998
Graham County
Apprehension $26,934 Santa Cruz County
Adjudication $73,019 Apprehension $45,368
Prosecution $60,870 Adjudication $0
  Total $160,823 Prosecution $0

  Total $45,368
Greenlee County
Apprehension $31,967 Yavapai County
Adjudication $0 Apprehension $353,946
Prosecution $42,849 Adjudication $91,339
  Total $74,816 Prosecution $132,133

  Total $577,418
La Paz County
Apprehension $111,735 Yuma County
Adjudication $63,908 Apprehension $241,556
Prosecution $79,396 Adjudication $31,374
  Total $255,040 Prosecution $263,373

  Total $536,303
Maricopa County
Apprehension $116,525
Adjudication $0 Statewide
Forensics $39,832 Adjudication $14,653
Prosecution $1,076,521 Corrections $0
  Total $1,232,878 Forensic Analysis $380,233

Prosecution $637,429
CJRIP $0
RX Medicaid Fraud $102,001
  Total $1,134,316

Table 2       Total FY 2022 Approved Awards by County
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Arrest Activity 
During FY 2022, apprehension project activities resulted in 2,632 drug-related arrests (Figure 3). These 
arrests are a 14-percent decrease from FY 2021 (3,044). Figure 4 shows arrests by drug type. There were 
132 arrests for marijuana (including hashish), accounting for five percent of drug-related arrests. These 
arrests represent a 66-percent decrease in marijuana arrests below the previous fiscal year and are the 
lowest in the past five years. Methamphetamine/amphetamine arrests totaled 986 and comprised 37 
percent of all drug arrests for FY 2022. Arrests for methamphetamine/amphetamine decreased five percent 
from FY 2021 (1,037 arrests). Over a 5-year period (FY 2018 – FY 2022), the FY 2018 
methamphetamine/amphetamine arrest figure was the highest. Heroin arrests made up four percent of drug 
arrests with 111, a 70-percent decrease from FY 2021, and the lowest number of arrests for heroin in the 
past five years. FY 2017 was the largest number of heroin arrests over the last ten fiscal years (2012 to 
2022). The number of arrests for cocaine (both powder and crack cocaine) stayed the exact same as FY 
2021 and comprised six percent of all drug arrests in FY 2022. The number of cocaine arrests dropped 60 
percent from FY 2017.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marijuana* Cocaine** Amp/Meth Heroin Other Illicit Drugs
FY 2018 969 268 1,770 860 588
FY 2019 822 222 1,653 783 789
FY 2020 725 198 854 664 1,522
FY 2021 371 149 1,037 370 1,117
FY 2022 132 149 986 111 1,254

 -
 200
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Figure 3: Drug Arrest Comparison FY 2018 - FY 2022

FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022

Apprehending Drug Offenders 
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Arrest Demographics 
In FY 2022, the most common arrestees among drug task forces were males, over 18 years of age, and 
Caucasians. Figure 5 shows arrests by age and gender, and Figure 6 shows arrests by race or origin.  
Males over 18 years of age accounted for 72 percent of all arrests by task forces. Caucasians represented 
47 percent of all task force-related arrests. Hispanics accounted for 42 percent of all arrests, followed by 
African Americans at five percent. Females over 18 years of age were the second-highest age/gender 
group to be arrested for a drug crime by funded task forces at 23 percent. Also, of all task force arrests, 
males under 18 years of age accounted for four percent of all task force arrests, while females under 18 
comprised almost two percent. 

 

 

Marijuana
5% Cocaine

6%

Amp/Meth
37%

Heroin
4%

Other Illicit Drugs
48%

Figure 4: Arrests by Drug Type, FY 2022

Male - Under 18
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Figure 5: Arrest - Age/Gender, FY 2022 
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Taskforce personnel arrested 2,954 individuals in FY 2022. This arrest total includes individuals arrested 
for drug and non-drug offenses and violent offenses (Figure 7). The majority of all task force arrests (85 
percent) were for offenses involving drugs (2,632), with 125 (five percent) of these drug arrests involving 
some type of violence. Non-drug arrests (322) accounted for 15 percent of arrests, with 73 (23 percent) of 
these arrests involving some type of violence. Of the total arrests made by task forces, both drug and non-
drug arrests, six percent were reported to have involved a form of violence. 
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0.9%, Asian

0.14%, Hawaiian
0.24%, Other

0.6%, Unknown

Figure 6: Arrests - Race/Origin, FY 2022 
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Asset Seizures 
In addition to arresting drug offenders, task forces seized an estimated total value of over $4.9 million in 
assets from drug and violent crime offenders (Table 3).  Assets seized included 131 vehicles totaling an 
estimated value of $1,501,901. The number of vehicles seized in FY 2022 was four percent less than the 
number seized in FY 2021 (136). Officers removed 425 weapons from the streets (Figure 8), with a total 
estimated value of $244,066. Of the weapons seized in FY 2022, the weapon type most often removed 
were handguns (60 percent), followed by rifles (25 percent) and shotguns (10 percent). Taskforce personnel 
also seized currency and other property with an estimated value exceeding $3.1 million.    
 

 
Table 3: Asset Seizure and Values 

  FY 2021 FY 2022 
  Seized Value Seized Value 
Vehicles 136 $995,378 131 $1,501,901 
Weapons 468 $220,323 425 $244,066 
All Other   $8,427,118   $3,121,606 
Total Value   $9,642,819   $4,867,573 
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Figure 8: Weapons Seized, FY 2022
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Drug Trafficking Organizations 
Apprehension project activities include drug interdictions and assists, pursuing investigative leads and tips, 
serving search warrants, and disrupting or dismantling Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTOs), as well as 
numerous other efforts to combat drug, gang, or violent criminal activities. DTOs consist of five or more 
people, organized in some fashion, who gain substantial income from a continuing series of drug-related 
activities. A DTO is dismantled when the criminal organization is put out of existence or broken up to the 
extent that the same criminal organization's reconstruction is impossible. A DTO is disrupted when there is 
significant interference in the conduct of the normal and effective operation by the targeted organization, 
as indicated by changes in organizational leadership, trafficking patterns, or drug production methods. Data 
collected by the task force include DTOs that are classified as low-level (street dealer), mid-level (distributor 
or retailer), or high-level (manufacturer or supplier). Figure 9 shows in FY 2022, task forces dismantled 240 
DTOs, the majority of which (85 percent) were low-level organizations followed by mid-level organizations 
(13 percent). The number dismantled represents a decrease of 28 percent over the previous fiscal year 
when 334 DTOs were dismantled. Task forces also disrupted 385 DTOs in FY 2022; most (53 percent) 
were low-level organizations, followed by mid-level organizations (42 percent). The total number of DTOs 
disrupted increased 27 percent from FY 2021 (304). 
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Dismantled Disrupted

10



Introduction 
 

  
 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022                                                                                                 
     

 
 
 

 
The removal of illicit drugs from the community serves as one of the many benefits of funded task forces in 
Arizona. During FY 2022, task forces removed marijuana and numerous other drug types, including 
cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin, LSD, PCP, other hallucinogens, stimulants, and depressants. The 
estimated street value of these drugs is $287,617,140.  
 
Marijuana removals continue to represent a significant portion of task force activities statewide, with 2,267 
pounds removed and 267 plants with a combined estimated street value over $5.9 million. Cocaine and 
crack removals totaled 2,533 pounds and an estimated combined street value of $40.3 million.  
Methamphetamine removals totaled 116,326 pounds and had an estimated street value of $49.4 million. 
Heroin removals totaled 187 pounds with an estimated street value of $7.2 million. 
 
Marijuana 
Overall, marijuana (including marijuana plants) is the fourth-highest drug involved in task force arrests (129 
arrests). The amount of marijuana removed (Figure 10) in FY 2022 (2,267 pounds) decreased 44 percent 
below the quantity removed in FY 2021 (4,053 pounds). In addition, the number of marijuana plants 
removed decreased from 1,687 in FY 2021 to 267 in FY 2022, a decrease of 84 percent. The amount of 
marijuana seized in FY 2022 was the lowest amount over the last ten years. The top five task forces for 
marijuana removals (excluding plants) in FY 2022 were from Apache County, Yavapai County, Mohave 
County, Navajo County, and Santa Cruz County. The top three task forces for marijuana plant removals 
were Yavapai County, Gila County, and Navajo County.  
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Cocaine 
The amount of cocaine removed in FY 2022 increased by 298 percent from the previous fiscal year (Figure 
11). In FY 2022, 2,533 pounds of cocaine were removed from Arizona streets by the grant-funded task 
forces. These removals represent an increase in seizures of 1,897 pounds from FY 2021.  Crack cocaine 
and powder cocaine are included in these numbers. The amount of cocaine seized in FY 2022 is the highest 
amount over the last five years. The top five task forces for cocaine removals in FY 2022 were from Mohave 
County, Pima County, Santa Cruz County, Apache County, and Pinal County. 
 

 
 

Methamphetamine 
The quantity of methamphetamine removed by funded task forces increased by 3,587 percent in FY 2022 
over the previous fiscal year (Figure 12).  In FY 2022, 116,326 pounds of methamphetamine were removed 
from Arizona streets. The top five task forces for methamphetamine removals in FY 2022 were Navajo 
County, Santa Cruz County, Yuma County, Yavapai County, and Pima County.  
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Heroin 
The quantity of heroin removed by funded task forces decreased by 75 percent in FY 2022 over the previous 
fiscal year (Figure 13). In FY 2022, 187 pounds of heroin were removed from Arizona streets.  The top five 
task forces for heroin removals in FY 2022 were Pima County, Pinal County, Maricopa County, Coconino 
County, and La Paz County.   

 
 
Fentanyl 
ACJC began tracking Task Force seizures and purchases of Fentanyl in FY 2017 (Figure 13a). During FY 
2022, funded task forces reported seizing 2,693 pounds of fentanyl and 3,045,033 fentanyl pills, with an 
estimated combined value of over $176 million. The fentanyl seized in FY 2022 (2,693 pounds) represents 
an increase of 319 percent over the amount seized the previous fiscal year (643 pounds). The fentanyl pills 
seized in FY 2022 (3,045,033 pills) represent a 368 percent increase over the number seized the previous 
fiscal year (650,421 pills). The top five task forces for fentanyl removals (pounds) in FY 2022 were Yavapai 
County, Navajo County, Santa Cruz County, Gila County, and Yuma County.  All the fentanyl pills were 
removed from only two counties: Coconino County and Pima County.  
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There was a total of 26,850 prosecutions of individuals by funded grant projects throughout the state in FY 
2022. Of this amount, 19,759 (74 percent) involved drug crimes. During the grant year, 16,761 individuals 
were convicted as a result of prosecutions under this program. Of this amount, 12,277 convictions (73 
percent) involved drug crimes.   
 
In FY 2022, 31,024 drug-related cases were referred for prosecution, a 2 percent decrease from FY 2021 
(31,624). Of these referrals, 64 percent of these cases moved forward for prosecution. Prosecutors declined 
11,265 (36 percent) of the drug cases referred. Of the drug cases prosecuted in FY 2022, 40 percent 
resulted in convictions, and 19 percent were dismissed with or without prejudice.  
  
Prosecution Activity 
In FY 2022, the drug offense type most often prosecuted was for possession or concealment of drugs (57 
percent), followed by Unknown at 20 percent (Figure 14). Of all the crimes (both drug and non-drug) 
prosecuted by prosecution projects, 91 percent were felony prosecutions, and eight percent were 
misdemeanor prosecutions (Figure 15). The drug most often involved in drug prosecutions (Figure 16) 
was methamphetamine, with 30 percent. These prosecutions were followed by other illicit drug-related 
prosecutions with 29 percent. Fentanyl-related drug prosecutions followed with 21 percent, and 
paraphernalia offenses made up 11 percent of all prosecutions.  
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Conviction Activity 
The combined efforts of law enforcement and prosecution projects led to 12,277 individual drug-related 
convictions in FY 2022 (Figure 17). There were 25 percent drug more convictions than in the previous 
fiscal year. Convictions for marijuana and heroin decreased in FY 2022.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marijuana Cocaine Meth Heroin Paraphernalia Other Illicit
Drugs

FY 2018 3,959 666 5,491 1,788 6,585 1,827
FY 2019 3,951 397 6,201 1,962 6,691 1,936
FY 2020 2,844 301 5,082 1,274 5,533 2,360
FY 2021 677 185 3,080 539 3,146 2,203
FY 2022 425 237 4,005 465 3,449 3,696
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Case Outcomes 
In FY 2022, 23,648 drug and non-drug cases were concluded (Figure 18), resulting in a conviction, 
acquittal, or dismissal. Of the total cases concluded, 0.1-percent (21 cases) resulted in an acquittal, 29 
percent resulted in a dismissal (6,866 cases), and 71 percent (16,761) resulted in a conviction. For drug-
only cases, 0.02-percent (4 cases) resulted in an acquittal, 31 percent (5,765 cases) resulted in dismissal, 
and 68 percent (12,277) resulted in a conviction. 
 
Felony classifications (Figure 19) accounted for 86 percent of all drug-related convictions, with 14 percent 
accounting for misdemeanor classifications. Of the drug-related convictions (Figure 20), 97.7 percent were 
the result of plea negotiations. Convictions resulting from jury and bench trials made up approximately 2.3 
percent of all convictions involving funded prosecution projects.   
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Type of Offense 
The majority of drug-related convictions (Figure 21) in FY 2022 were for possession offenses (75 percent). 
Offense convictions for drug sales made up about eight percent of all drug-related convictions, as well as 
unknown convictions drugs were approximately eight percent. In FY 2022, the drug-related offenses with 
the lowest number of convictions were for manufacturing, buying, and consumption offenses at less than 
one percent each.  

 
 
Type of Drugs 
Figure 22 shows convictions for paraphernalia that, although not a specific drug type, accounted for the 
largest percentage of drug-related convictions at 32 percent. The most common type of drug involved in 
drug convictions for FY 2022 was other illicit drugs. Other illicit drugs accounted for the most convictions at 
30 percent, followed by methamphetamine, which accounted for 27 percent of all drug-related convictions. 
Convictions for offenses involving heroin and cocaine totaled four percent and three percent, respectively.  
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Sentencing 
Defendants received sentences that may have included the following: incarceration, probation, fines, a 
combination of one or more types (split sentence), or other (Figure 23). There were 6,760 individuals 
sentenced for drug-related offenses from prosecution projects in FY 2022. This total is a 14 percent 
increase from FY 2021. More than 43 percent of these defendants (2,954) received a sentence of probation. 
Prison sentences were given in 19 percent of the cases, with only four percent receiving jail sentences. 
Fines were given in one percent of drug-related cases, and 26 percent received split sentences, requiring 
some jail time and probation. Compared to FY 2021, the number of defendants receiving prison sentences 
increased by 17 percent, the number receiving jail sentences increased by 49 percent, split sentences 
increased by 26 percent, and the number of fines decreased by 53 percent. The number of defendants 
receiving a term of probation increased by 11 percent. 

 
 
 

 

Prison Jail Probation Split  Sentence Fine All Other
options

FY 2021 1,100 167 2,661 1,366 172 484
FY 2022 1,288 248 2,954 1,726 81 463
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Drug Courts 
Over the past five years, project funding for the drug court programs throughout Arizona has remained 
relatively the same. As a result, the program's number of participants has also remained somewhat similar 
(Figure 24). Throughout the past five years, the drug court program has had a total of 9,105 participants, 
of which 7,841 (86 percent) did not recidivate while in the program. FY 2022 had drug court participants 
totaling 1,739 (19 percent of the total number of participants over the five years). FY 2018 had the highest 
number of participants who obtained employment, with a total of 1,130. Within the previous five years, 49 
percent of drug court participants obtained employment during their participation.  
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Probation  
The total number of probationers served through the grant program has decreased from FY 2018 to FY 
2022 (Figure 25). From FY 2018 to FY 2022, the number of probationers served decreased by 96 percent, 
from 5,741 to 248. The number of presentence reports written increased from 535 in FY 2020 to 669 reports 
prepared in FY 2022.  

 
  
 
 
Indigent Defense Services 
FY 2020 resulted in the second-highest number of indigent defendants served in the past five years (Figure 
26). FY 2022 represents a 100 percent decrease in the number of indigent defendants served since FY 
2019. The number of indigent defendants decreased from 4,404 in FY 2019 to 0 in FY 2022 since no 
indigent defense attorneys were funded this year. 
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Overall, the total number of analysis reports completed within the last five years is 74,414. FY 2018 
represented the largest number of analysis reports completed, with a total of 17,184. FY 2018 through FY 
2022 present a relatively similar number of analysis reports completed (Figure 27). On average, from the 
previous five years, the number of days from receipt of the sample to reporting analysis results is 47 days. 
FY 2022 had the highest average number with a total of 84 days to report analysis results. This number 
dropped significantly in FY 2020 to 26 days, a decrease of 48 percent (Figure 28). FY 2019 represents the 
lowest number of backlog cases for the past five years, with an average of 78 cases. The change in backlog 
cases represents a 46 percent decrease since FY 2021 (Figure 29). (*A third agency, Mesa Police 
Department was added as a grantee in 2022) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Forensic Drug Evidence Analysis 

17,184
14,112

16,798
11,311

15,009

0

10,000

20,000

2018 2019 2020 2021 *2022

Figure 27: Total Number of Analysis Reports Completed, 
FY 2018 - FY 2022

50.0
31.1 26.3

43.8

83.7

0.0

50.0

100.0

2018 2019 2020 2021 *2022

Figure 28: Average Number of Days from Receipt of 
Sample to Reporting Analysis Results, FY 2018 - FY 2022

367.50

78.25

203.88

400.88

218.33

0.00
100.00
200.00
300.00
400.00
500.00

2018 2019 2020 2021 *2022

Figure 29: Average Backlog of Cases over 30 Days Old, 
FY 2018 - FY 2022

22



Introduction 
 

  
 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022                                                                                                 
     

In FY 2022, law enforcement agencies submitted 14,884 samples to be analyzed by funded forensic 
support projects. Of this amount, 529 were from federal agencies, 3,190 from state police, 1,479 from 
county sheriff's offices, 9,532 from municipal police departments, and 154 from other state criminal justice 
agencies.   
 
In the past five years, the total number of analyses received by various agencies statewide is 71,076 
(Figure 30). FY 2018 had the largest number of analyses, with a total of 15,276. Of the various agencies, 
municipal police submitted the largest amount of analyses for all five years, with 32,850 accounting for 
about 46 percent of all analyses. State police agencies submitted the second-highest number of samples 
for analyses, with a total of 25,171 analyses received, accounting for 35 percent. And county sheriffs 
submitted the third largest amount of analyses with about 12 percent (8,412 analyses).  
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Analyses by Selected Drug Type  
The drug type most often found in samples was methamphetamine/amphetamine (2,777) and prescription 
drugs (1,006). In the past five years, statewide forensic efforts resulted in a total of 52,433 analyses of the 
selected drug types below (Figure 31). Methamphetamine is the highest drug type analyzed from the past 
five years, accounting for 19,059 (36 percent) of total analyses.  
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Vehicles  
The Arizona Attorney General's Statewide Financial Remedies Section (AGO-FRS) seized a total of 850 
vehicles between FY 2018 and FY 2022, resulting in a total value of over $5.1 million (Figure 32). The 
largest number of vehicles seized in the past five fiscal years was in FY 2019, with 278 vehicles, which 
resulted in a value of over $1.45 million. FY 2022 resulted in 67 vehicles seized with a total value of 
$475,836. 
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Weapons 
AGO-FRS seized a total of 1,326 weapons in the past five fiscal years, which resulted in a total value of 
$411,769 (Figure 33). FY 2019 resulted in the largest amount of weapons seized in quantity (395 
weapons), and FY 2022 resulted in the largest value at $99,555.  

 
 

Real Property 
AGO-FRS seized a total of 64 properties resulting in a value of over $8.2 million in the past five fiscal years 
(Figure 34). FY 2018 resulted in the largest amount seized; 27 real properties with a $2.4 million value. 
AGO-FRS seized a total of one property with a value of $490,286 in FY 2022. 

 
 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Value $74,543.71 $81,936.31 $88,055.00 $67,678.00 $99,555.64
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Expenditures from the Drug Enforcement Account began in March 1988, and a sustained, continuous 
program has been maintained since that time. From April 1, 1988, through June 30, 2022, a total of 
$403,460,729 has been expended on criminal justice-related projects. Of this amount, $143,385,840 has 
been spent on apprehension projects; $145,638,523 for prosecution projects; $71,835,311 for adjudication 
projects; $24,779,492 on drug forensic analysis and drug offender detention projects; $5,093,973on other 
criminal justice projects; and $12,727,591 for criminal history records improvement projects, which had its 
first expenditure in FY 1995. 
 
During the program's 34 years, apprehension project activities resulted in the arrest of 138,234 drug offense 
violators. Project activities were responsible for removing 4,638,041 pounds of marijuana, 91,203 pounds 
of cocaine, 142,159 pounds of amphetamine/methamphetamine, and 4,767 pounds of heroin. Drug 
traffickers' non-drug assets, with a gross estimated value of $357,566,015 were seized.  
 
Note: Actual forfeiture of seized trafficker assets is a legal process, and the gross estimated value of such 
seizures is seldom received by law enforcement and prosecuting agencies.  After forfeiture is achieved, 
lien holders (financial institutions and other legitimate claimants) are paid from the actual forfeiture 
proceeds.  Storage, property maintenance and management costs, processing, and disposition fees are 
paid from forfeiture proceeds.  The estimated gross value of seizures is used to indicate the adverse impact 
seizures have on drug traffickers' resources. 
 
The results achieved in the 34 years of the enhanced drug enforcement program show that one drug violator 
arrest was made for every $1,037.27 expended by the apprehension project. Each drug arrest resulted in 
an estimated value of $2,586.67 in deprived profits from drug offenders. 
  

Account History 
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Although no longer a mandatory set-aside, the Commission continues to approve five percent of the Byrne 
Justice Assistance Grant funding for the Gerald Hardt Memorial Criminal Justice Records Improvement 
Program (CJRIP). Projects under CJRIP support records improvement and information sharing in 
accordance with the Criminal Justice Systems Improvement Program Strategic Plan 2019-2023. The 
strategic plan document, updated in 2019, will guide tactical decision-making through 2023. 
 
The goals outlined in the strategic documents focus on Interagency Collaboration, Information Sharing, 
Systems Improvement, and Records Improvement, emphasizing information sharing and criminal history 
information. High priority is given to encourage automation and establishment of business process 
improvements for information sharing and criminal justice processing of disposition records and reporting 
to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). 
 
Funding for projects provides opportunities for state, county, and local agencies to improve information 
exchange as a case moves through the judicial process. Allocations for equipment purchases, 
contractual/consultant services, travel, and supplies assist in the implementation of systems and future 
reductions in disposition backlogs is critical to carrying out the Criminal Justice Systems Improvement 
Program Strategic Plan 2019-2023 
 
Program goals encourage procedures and systems that ensure arrest and disposition information is 
submitted to and accessible through the Arizona Central State Repository (ACCH) at the Department of 
Public Safety. Governed by ARS § 41-1750, criminal justice agencies are required to submit arrest and 
case disposition information to the ACCH for specific offenses. Data in the repository is critical, and the lack 
of completeness of criminal history records impacts all aspects of the criminal justice process and presents 
a public safety issue. It is essential for a law enforcement officer who initiates contact with a suspect to 
have timely access to accurate information. Criminal justice agencies rely on accurate and complete 
criminal history information to determine bail, sentencing, release, and eligibility to possess firearms. More 
and more, public and private sector employers that conduct background checks rely on criminal history 
records when making employment decisions. As the reliance upon criminal history records expands, and 
the utility of criminal information increases, the importance of access to complete, timely and accurate 
information becomes even more critical. 
  

Criminal Justice Systems Improvement 
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FY 2022 
Awards 

Apache County – Apache County Cooperative Enforcement Narcotics 
Team (ACCENT) $    233,455 

Cochise County - Narcotics Enforcement Team (CCNET) $    122,971 

Coconino County - Northern Arizona Street Crimes Task Force (METRO) $    283,494 

Gila County - Drug, Gang and Violent Crimes Task Force $    331,654 

Graham County - Southeastern Arizona Narcotic Task Force $      26,934 

Greenlee County - Narcotics Task Force (GCNTF) $      31,967 

La Paz County – Narcotics Task Force (LPCNTF)  $    111,735 

Maricopa County – Salt River Special Investigations Narcotics Task Force    $    116,525 

Mohave County – Mohave Area General Narcotics Enforcement Team 
(MAGNET) $    336,832 

Navajo County - Major Crimes Apprehension Team (MCAT) $    238,833 

Pima County - Counter Narcotics Alliance (CNA.) $    687,640 

Pinal County - Narcotics Task Force (PCNTF) $    141,380 

Santa Cruz County – HIDTA Investigative Task Force (SCCHITF)  $      45,368 

Yavapai County - Partners Against Narcotics Trafficking (PANT) $    353,946 

Yuma County – Yuma County Narcotics Task Force (YCNTF) $    241,556 

TOTAL $ 3,304,291 

  

Apprehension – Task Force Activities  
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $    1,021,143  
Employee Related Expenditures  $       815,641  
Overtime    $       299,268  
Professional & Outside Services   $     1,168,238  
  Total    $    3,304,291 
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $    1,075,444  
State    $    1,387,802  
Match      $       821,082 

 
 

During FY 2022, drug and gang apprehension task forces operated in 15 Arizona counties. Apprehension 
programs conduct various activities to combat criminal drug activity and related gang and violent crime. 
Apprehension program activities in FY 2022 resulted in 2,632 drug-related arrests and 322 arrests for non-
drug offenses. Arrests for Methamphetamine accounted for the most significant percentage of drug arrests, 
totaling 986 (37 percent). The most crucial portion of drug offense types was possession/concealing with 1,251 
arrests (48 percent), followed by distribution/sale 804 (31 percent), and transport/import 382 (15 percent). 
There were 39 gang-related arrests, and of the 2,954 total arrests, 2,900 (98 percent) were felonies, and 54 
(2 percent) were misdemeanors. 
  
Statewide, Apprehension drug seizure efforts yielded 499 pounds of Marijuana, 267 marijuana plants, 
52,764,763.03 grams of methamphetamine/amphetamines, 1,148.57 kilograms of cocaine, 530.30 grams of 
crack cocaine, 84,601.39 grams of Heroin, 1,221,676,735,915.80 grams of Fentanyl, 258,774.40 prescription 
pills, and other dangerous narcotics and illicit drugs. Taskforce personnel also seized five Marijuana grows. 
There were 800 investigations directly related to methamphetamine/ amphetamines. The estimated street 
value of all drug removals was $287,617,140.  
  
Task forces seized drug offender assets estimated at $4,867,573.43. These assets included 425 weapons 
(primarily handguns and rifles), 131 vehicles, and $2,207,906.43 in US currency. 
  
There were 123 firearms reported to the National Integrated Ballistics Information Network (NIBIN) and 204 
firearms traced through the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF). Also, 189 individuals 
were charged with firearms crimes during the grant year. 
  
Statewide apprehension efforts disrupted and dismantled 625 drug trafficking organizations (DTOs), including 
the disruption of 385 and dismantling of 240. The majority of DTOs consisted of low to mid-level street dealers. 
  
Training and community meetings are also valuable aspects of task force projects. In FY 2022, task forces 
participated in 44 community meetings and conducted 56 school presentations. Taskforce personnel attended 
365 and provided 229 pieces of training. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of Activity – Apprehension   
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 2 0 40 60 32 2 0 136 1,148.57 Kg $40,286,276.82 
Crack (cocaine) 2 0 4 4 3 0 0 13 530.30 g $15,523.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 6 5,407.30 ea $49,952.00 
Fentanyl 66 0 391 326 161 11 4 959 1,221,676,735,915.80 mcg $122,431,030.41 
Hashish 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 211.00 g $26,150.00 
Heroin 12 0 32 46 21 0 0 111 84,601.39 g $7,242,530.74 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 17 1 35 1 0 54 1,766.95 lbs $4,694,980.89 
Ketamine 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 5 929.00 units $2,976.00 
Marijuana 0 0 3 64 2 0 2 71 499.80 lbs $988,126.50 
Marijuana Plants 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 4 267.00 ea $263,800.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 78 0 278 514 110 6 0 986 52,764,763.03 g $49,445,442.81 
Other Drug 1 1 4 7 6 0 2 21 N/A $59,109,340.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 164 0 0 0 164 4,134.00 ea $54,612.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 12 22 9 0 0 43 258,774.40 ea $2,620,015.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 2 20 2 0 0 24 23,656.50 ea $317,432.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 279.00 ea $4,530.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 5 11 1 0 0 17 10,899.74 g $62,207.98 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 164.30 g $784.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 9 184.50 units $1,430.00 
Total 163 4 804 1,251 382 20 8 2,632  $287,617,140 

 
Prescription Drug Arrests 

Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 197 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 4 0 70 31 105 
Asian 4 10 11 3 28 
Black 1 2 129 18 150 
Caucasian 30 14 941 415 1,400 
Hispanic 71 25 938 209 1,243 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 3 1 4 
Other 0 0 7 0 7 
Unknown 0 0 16 1 17 
Total 110 51 2,115 678 2,954 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 91 46 137 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 33 6 39 
Violent & Gang-Involved 1 21 22 
Neither or Not Known 2,507 249 2,756 
Total 2,632 322 2,954 
Felony 2,626 274 2,900 
Misdemeanor-Only 6 48 54 
Total 2,632 322 2,954 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 365 
Number of Trainings Provided 229 
Community Meetings Held 44 
School Presentations Offered 56 

 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 800 
Clandestine Labs Seized 27 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 205 205 410 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 160 31 191 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 20 4 24 
Total 385 240 625 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 18 
State 326 
Total 344 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 12 
Explosive Devices 1 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 88 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 4 
Other 3 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 44 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 168 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 64 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 6 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 35 
Total 425 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 7,527 $2,207,906.43 
Other 18 $43,700.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 1 $870,000.00 
Vehicles 131 $1,501,901.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 425 $244,066.00 
Total 8,102 $4,867,573.43 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 4 
Outdoor 1 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 2,297 
Pending Investigations 514 
Dropped Investigations 107 
Closed Investigations 2,092 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 74 
State 741 
Other 12 
Total 827 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 123 
Firearms Traced through ATF 204 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 189 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $        100,401  
Employee Related Expenditures      $         72,229  
Contractual     $         23,533 
Contractual Employee Related 
Expenditures    $          37,292 
  Total      $      233,455  
        
Fund Source:      
Federal - Byrne/JAG    $         77,040  
State      $         98,051  
Match      $         58,364  

 

Project Description 
The Apache County Sheriff's Office administers this program. The Apache County Cooperative Enforcement 
Narcotics Team (ACCENT) is a small, formally organized, multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency narcotics task 
force operating under a board of directors. 

  
Task Force Participants 
Apache County Sheriff's Office, Apache County Attorney's Office, Eagar Police Department, Springerville 
Police Department, St. Johns Police Department, Arizona Department of Public Safety, Navajo Nation Police 
Department, United States Marshal's Office, Arizona Attorney General's Office, and the Arizona Department 
of Motor Vehicles. 

  
Objective 
ACCENT is committed to responding aggressively to criminal activity in Apache County in a manner 
consistent with safeguarding the rights of all citizens, including the protection of life and property. ACCENT 
is committed to establishing close ties with and responding to the community's public safety needs. 

  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• A routine traffic stop on I40 resulted in an arrest of a subject and a seizure of 13 pounds of Cocaine and 

ten pounds of high-grade Marijuana. During this quarter, the SCET Task Force also implemented the 
HIDTA Overdose Mapping Program in Apache County and ensured the surrounding agencies' 
participation in the Fentanyl Overdose Mapping Program. This program is vital in identifying problem 
areas and preventing Fentanyl overdoses. The Apache County Sheriff's Office/SCET Task Force has 
partnered with the United States Marshall's Office to seek out violent criminals, drug traffickers, and local 
drug dealers. Members of the SCET Task Force have also been trained and certified in the newly 
developed CAP (Community Awareness Program) and will be providing lessons throughout Apache 
County as requested. This program will enable the public to recognize unusual or criminal activity that 
often goes unreported to Law Enforcement. 

 
• During this quarter, the SCET Task Force Officers conducted a traffic stop that resulted in the 

apprehension of four suspects attempting to traffic dangerous drugs for sale. Five pounds of 
methamphetamines were seized along with paraphernalia. Three of the four suspects pleaded guilty and 
were sentenced to five years in prison. The vehicle involved has been seized and is suspected to be 
worth over $60,000.  

  

Apache County – Apache County Cooperative Enforcement 
Team (ACCENT) 
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• On 2/8/2022, the SCET Task Force arrested an individual from New Mexico in the Alpine area for 
Aggravated DUI. The DUI arrest led to an arrest for possessing methamphetamines and Fentanyl with 
intent to distribute. The investigation was linked to Silver City Gang members connected to a Drug 
Trafficking Organization, the Mexican Cartel. On 3/10/2022, the SCET Task Force, K9 Detective, 
conducted a traffic stop which led to the arrest of two narcotics traffickers. During the arrest, 11 ounces 
of M30, Fentanyl pills, 26 grams of methamphetamines, and 37 grams of pure uncut powdered Fentanyl 
were seized. On 1/14/2022, the SCET Task Force provided a four-hour Anti Drug Presentation and Youth 
Development/Improvement Training at the Reserve, New Mexico Junior High, and High School. Over 100 
students and all of the school staff were in attendance. 

 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $9.00 $15.72 

Arrests per Investigation 3.1 0.87 

Percent of Investigations closed 72.20% 15.63% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 6 28.01 Kg $1,240,300.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 5 42,524,294.00 mcg $11,030.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 5 890.00 lbs $2,357,500.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 3 8 5 0 0 16 2,760.40 g $40,920.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 2.00 ea $50.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 9,086.00 g $20,500.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 3 20 17 0 0 40  $3,670,300 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 0 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 3 0 3 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 0 0 2 0 2 
Caucasian 1 0 26 11 38 
Hispanic 0 0 12 3 15 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 43 14 58 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 40 11 51 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 0 7 7 
Total 40 18 58 
Felony 40 13 53 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 5 5 
Total 40 18 58 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 39 
Number of Trainings Provided 24 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 17 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 13 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 6 0 6 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 5 0 5 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 6 0 6 
Total 17 0 17 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 1 
State 2 
Total 3 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 1 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 0 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 5 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 0 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Total 6 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 0 $0.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 1 $55,000.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 6 $3,000.00 
Total 7 $58,000.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 94 
Pending Investigations 24 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 46 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 0 
Other 0 
Total 0 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 1 
Firearms Traced through ATF 6 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 3 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Employee Related Expenditures  $         47,879 
Overtime      $         75,092  
  Total      $      122,971  
        
Fund Source:      
Federal - Byrne/JAG    $         40,580  
State      $         51,648  
Match      $         30,743  

 
 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Cochise County Sheriff's Office (CCSO). The Cochise County Narcotics 
Enforcement Team (CCNET) is a single-agency drug enforcement team that coordinates its efforts with other 
federal, state, and local agencies as needed. CCNET is organized to identify, arrest, and refer drug traffickers 
for prosecution. 

 
Task Force Participants 
Cochise County Sheriff's Office, United States Border Patrol, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives. 

 
Objective 
To coordinate interdiction and investigative functions with the Cochise County Attorney's Office in a concentrated 
effort to dismantle drug trafficking organizations, gangs, and criminal enterprises. 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 

• In May 2021, the Cochise County Sheriff's Office (CCSO.) Street Crimes Unit (SCU) investigated a 
well-known suspect who sold large quantities of Methamphetamine in the Sierra Vista area. A traffic 
stop was conducted on the suspect and associates, recovering over an ounce of Methamphetamine. 
After receiving leads on a potential associate of the suspect, the S.C.U. reached out to the DEA 
SVRO and initiated a joint investigation. In August 2021, investigators apprehended the suspect and 
multiple associates during a separate traffic stop and seized approximately 57.9g (GFW) of 
Methamphetamine and 50 "M30" fentanyl pills. This seizure and arrest effectively dismantled the 
suspect's DTO operating in the Sierra Vista area.  

 
• During this quarter, the Street Crimes Unit (SCU) investigated a subject who reportedly sold 

fentanyl-laced "M30's" in Cochise County. SCU gathered substantial intel that led to the arrest of 
the suspect and the associates. Four suspects were arrested en route from the Tucson area after 
purchasing illicit drugs. The vehicle search resulted in a seizure of  479 "M30s", a drug ledger, and 
a glass smoking device. Additional search warrants were executed in two of the defendants' 
residences, which resulted in a total seizure of 46 M30s, 45.4g of Meth, and paraphernalia. Both 
subjects were booked and are currently awaiting the acceptance of a plea deal or trial. The seizures 
and arrests dismantled the defendant's DTO operating in Sierra Vista. 

 
• In early January 2022, the Cochise County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) Street Crimes Unit began 

investigating two suspects and their DTO operating in Tucson, AZ. During the investigation, the CI 
had made several controlled buys from the two suspects, totaling over three ounces of 
Methamphetamine and over 200 fentanyl-laced M30’s. Investigators conducted surveillance A 
search warrant was ultimately executed at the suspects' residence in Tucson, AZ. With the 
assistance of the Tucson Police Department (TPD) Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team, 
the individuals were safely and successfully apprehended without incident. Investigators located 
1,500 fentanyl-laced M30 pills, over 4.5 ounces of Methamphetamine, paraphernalia, and items 

Cochise County – Cochise County Narcotics Enforcement Team 
(CCNET) 
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routinely used in the sale of illicit drugs, and $1,936 in US currency. The seizures and arrests 
effectively dismantled the DTO operating within Pima County, negatively affecting Cochise residents 
and surrounding counties. 

 
 

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $0.00 $0.7 

Arrests per Investigation 2.20 1.90 

Percent of Investigations closed 58.3 % 93.55% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 6 0.00 Kg $20.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 15 0 0 10 0 25 979,079,130.00 mcg $19,900.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 11.10 g $1,502.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30.51 lbs $8,130.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 14 0 0 6 0 20 2,157.71 g $56,170.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 36 1 0 18 0 55  $85,722 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 0 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 0 0 
Asian 0 0 1 0 1 
Black 0 0 3 0 3 
Caucasian 0 1 16 12 29 
Hispanic 0 0 18 13 31 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 38 25 64 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 2 2 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 55 7 62 
Total 55 9 64 
Felony 54 6 60 
Misdemeanor-Only 1 3 4 
Total 55 9 64 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 

 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 18 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 4 0 4 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 10 6 16 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 14 6 20 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 1 
State 2 
Total 3 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 0 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 6 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 1 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Total 7 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 6 $104,461.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 4 $70,500.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 7 $9,500.00 
Total 17 $184,461.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 31 
Pending Investigations 3 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 29 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 7 
State 18 
Other 0 
Total 25 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 7 
Firearms Traced through ATF 7 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 4 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 

Personnel    $       125,235  
Employee Related Expenditures  $         93,926  
Professional & Outside Services   $         64,332  
  Total    $      283,494  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $        93,553  
State    $       119,067  
Match      $         70,874  

 
 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Flagstaff Police Department. The Northern Arizona Street Crimes Task 
Force (METRO) is formally organized under a board of directors in Coconino County combining federal, state, 
and local resources to identify, investigate, arrest and prosecute drug law violators, seize illicit drugs and assets 
and assist in major felony investigations in the county when necessary. 

 
Task Force Participants 
Flagstaff Police Department, Coconino County Sheriff's Office, Coconino County Attorney's Office, Arizona 
Department of Public Safety, Northern Arizona University Police Department, Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives (ATF), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Homeland Security Investigation (HSI), Williams 
Police Department, and the Page Police Department. 

 
Objective 
To protect life, property, and the rights of individuals by focusing resources of participating agencies in a 
sustained, coordinated, multi-agency effort to reduce drugs, street, and gang-related crimes, and assemble 
intelligence through vigorous investigation, apprehension, prosecution, and community participation. A high 
emphasis is placed on criminal activities related to the sale, distribution, and use of all illicit drugs. 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 

• During this quarter, we completed several months-long investigations involving a fentanyl dealer 
living in Prescott, Arizona. The subject was noted to transport bulk illicit drugs from Phoenix to 
Flagstaff and ultimately deal in the surrounding area. A buy/bust operation was conducted at the 
suspect's residence. This interagency effort resulted in a seizure of large quantities of Fentanyl and 
four guns (one stolen). 
 

• METRO has been targeting fentanyl dealers in and around Northern Arizona for the past six months. 
Interviews with informants and known drug offenders indicated a significant amount of Fentanyl in 
Northern Arizona and not nearly as much Meth and Heroin as in the past years. We are currently in 
the process of executing a search warrant for one of the major fentanyl dealers in Flagstaff. METRO 
aims to dismantle and disrupt this dealer, supplier, and known associates. We are also working on 
getting indictments on a portion of this group to arrest in a round-up style operation. This will also 
disrupt the criminal element in these cities as they are all repeat offenders, with some being multi-
convicted felons. We are proactively working with our state and federal partners to address 
communities that have longstanding deep-rooted drug problems. This will be an ongoing long-term 
investigation as it involves several officers. 
 

• Metro Narcotics has continued to partner with Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA), Navajo County Sheriff's Office, Yavapai County Sheriff's Office, 

Coconino County – Northern Arizona Street Crimes Task Force 
(METRO) 
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and the Gila County Sheriff's Office in targeting cartel-level drug loads. During the past quarter, 
Metro Narcotics assisted in the arrests of 16 individuals and seized the following drugs 
(approximates): 707, 268 M30 Fentanyl Pills, 113.5 lbs of Methamphetamine, 4.4 lbs of Cocaine, 2 
lbs of Heroin, 6 kg of Fentanyl Powder. We continue to partner with our local agency and have 
signed up multiple informants during the past quarter who have introduced our team to buy guns 
and drugs from a violent gang in Northern Arizona.  

 

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $31.77 $132.59 

Arrests per Investigation 1.30 1.07 

Percent of Investigations closed 38.90% 97.53% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 12 1 0 0 0 13 2.22 Kg $262,367.64 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 7.80 ea $210.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 83 9 0 0 0 92 7,665,710,000.00 mcg $306,628.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 5 8,740.06 g $871,704.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 32 13 0 0 0 45 77,595.30 g $3,842,676.00 
Other Drug 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 N/A $32,300,035.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 9 256.00 ea $3.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 45.00 ea $675.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 78.50 ea $2,800.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 70.35 g $310.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 139 34 0 0 0 173  $37,587,409 

 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 8 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 2 0 16 9 27 
Asian 4 10 0 0 14 
Black 0 0 3 0 3 
Caucasian 6 1 49 29 85 
Hispanic 21 5 49 12 87 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 33 16 117 50 216 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 2 0 2 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 5 3 8 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 166 40 206 
Total 173 43 216 
Felony 173 38 211 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 5 5 
Total 173 43 216 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 27 
Number of Trainings Provided 9 
Community Meetings Held 1 
School Presentations Offered 0 

 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 58 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 80 0 80 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 61 0 61 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 141 0 141 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 4 
State 6 
Total 10 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 1 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 3 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 4 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 10 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 11 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 6 
Total 35 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 2 $2,622.93 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 1 $20,000.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 35 $16,390.00 
Total 38 $39,012.93 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 158 
Pending Investigations 64 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 162 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 5 
State 8 
Other 0 
Total 13 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 32 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 5 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $       133,327  
Employee Related Expenditures    $         92,517  
Professional & Contractual Services  $       105,810 
  Total    $     331,654  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $       109,446  
State    $       139,295  
Match      $         82,914  

 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Gila County Sheriff’s Office. The Gila County Drug, Gang and Violent 
Crimes Task Force is a formally organized multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency unit created to identify, arrest and 
prosecute drug traffickers, and investigate and disrupt drug-related criminal activity, seize drugs and monetary 
assets. 

Task Force Participants 
Arizona Department of Public Safety, Gila County Sheriff's Office, Gila County Attorney’s Office, Globe Police 
Department, Hayden Police Department, Miami Police Department, Payson Police Department, San Carlos 
Apache Tribal Police Department, San Carlos Recreation and Wildlife Law Enforcement Division, Tonto 
Apache Tribal Police Department, United States Drug Enforcement Administration, and the United States 
Forest Service Law Enforcement Division. 

Objective 
The Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent Crimes Task Force is a Multi-Agency/Multi-Jurisdictional Unit that 
conducts narcotic, gang, and violent crime investigations. Our mission is to disrupt, interdict, and dismantle 
such offenses to reduce criminal activities inside and outside our communities. Through city, county, state 
and federal inter-agency collaborations, the Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent Crimes Task Force focuses 
on identifying and initiating investigations on violent crimes and on individuals, gangs, organizations and 
cartels involved in cultivating, manufacturing, transporting, distribution, use and sale of Marijuana, narcotics 
and dangerous drugs. 
  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• The task force collaborated with the Arizona Department of Public Safety Criminal Targeting Unit and the 

Gila County Sheriff's Office on a traffic stop investigation in Northern Gila County. A vehicle search 
resulted in a seizure of 14 pounds of methamphetamines and 127 grams of suspected fentanyl pills with 
a street value of $635,000.00 and $3,300, respectively. Also seized during this traffic stop were three 
grams of Cocaine with a street value of $300.00. One adult suspect and one juvenile suspect were 
arrested on numerous drug violation charges. Investigation findings were sent to the Arizona Department 
of Public Safety Narcotics Bureau, the Phoenix Police Department Drug Enforcement Bureau, and the 
United States Drug Enforcement Administration. 

 
• In a collaborative effort with the Gila County Sheriff's Office and the Tonto Apache Police Department, a 

traffic stop was conducted in Northern Gila County. A vehicle search resulted in 13.2 pounds of Fentanyl 
with a street value of $9,504,000.00 and several drug paraphernalia items. Two suspects were arrested. 
Investigation results were sent to the Bureau of Indian Affairs Narcotics Unit, the United States Drug 
Enforcement Administration, and the Federal Bureau of Investigations.  
 

• In February 2022, the task force, in a collaborated effort with the San Carlos Apache Police Department 
and the Gila County Sheriff's Office, conducted an extensive investigation into a subject suspected of 

Gila County – Drug, Gang and Violent Crimes Task Force  
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dealing methamphetamines, Marijuana, and Fentanyl in Southern Gila County and the San Carlos 
Apache Reservation. A traffic stop was conducted on a vehicle on Highway 70 on the San Carlos Apache 
Reservation. During the investigation, indicators of criminal activity were observed, and a narcotic K-9 
was deployed, which alerted the vehicle. A search of the vehicle resulted in 452.4 grams of 
methamphetamines, 94 m-30 fentanyl pills, 22.8 grams of high-grade Marijuana, numerous items of drug 
Paraphernalia and three handguns with one handgun were found to have the serial number removed. 
The street value of the Methamphetamine seized was $45,812, the street value of the m-30 fentanyl pills 
seized of $3,760.00, and numerous items of drug paraphernalia were seized as well. A suspect was 
arrested and booked into the Gila County Jail on multiple felony drug and weapon charges. Information 
from the investigation was passed on to the Federal Bureau of Investigations, the United States Drug 
Enforcement Bureau, the Bureau of Indian Affairs Narcotics Division, and the Pinal County Sheriff's 
Office. 

  
• In June of 2022, the Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent Crimes Task Force, in a collaborative effort 

with the Gila County Sheriff's Office, conducted a consensual encounter behind a business in Southern 
Gila County. During the contact with both occupants of the vehicle, indicators of criminal activity were 
observed and suspects were arrested for multiple felony drug and weapons warrants. Intelligence 
gathered from both suspects during interviews resulted in a search warrant being executed on the vehicle. 
A search of the car revealed (108) fentanyl pills seized with a street value of $2,700.00 Also seized from 
a hidden compartment in the vehicle were (40) grams of Heroin and (22) grams of methamphetamines. 
The Heroin had a street value of approximately $4,000, and the methamphetamines had a street value 
of $2,200. Also seized were numerous drug paraphernalia items for packaging the drugs into small 
quantities to sell. Both subjects were arrested on multiple drug charges. Information from the investigation 
was passed to the United States Drug Enforcement Administration, the Arizona Department of Public 
Safety Criminal Targeting Unit, and the East Valley Drug Task Force. 

 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $45.23 $183.78 

Arrests per Investigation 2.30 1.31 

Percent of Investigations closed 100% 100% 

47



Apprehension- Task Force Activities 

Apprehension Projects: Gila County Sheriff's Office Grant Number: DC-22-004 

  

 

  Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

 

Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 2 4 0 0 6 2.39 Kg $129,740.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 13 49 24 0 0 86 26,400,415,899.00 mcg $55,120,648.00 
Hashish 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 211.00 g $26,150.00 
Heroin 0 0 3 5 2 0 0 10 3,697.20 g $462,588.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 4 23.43 lbs $48,250.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 57.00 ea $123,000.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 17 50 13 0 0 80 44,224.97 g $4,990,424.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 31 0 0 0 31 1,638.00 ea $32,740.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 529.00 ea $15,870.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 35.00 ea $1,050.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10.00 ea $300.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 21.60 g $550.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 3 38 142 43 1 0 227  $60,951,310 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug-related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 19 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 21 9 30 
Asian 0 0 1 1 2 
Black 0 0 5 1 6 
Caucasian 0 1 115 62 178 
Hispanic 0 0 49 13 62 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 1 0 1 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 192 86 279 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 4 4 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 15 3 18 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 16 16 
Neither or Not Known 212 29 241 
Total 227 52 279 
Felony 227 35 262 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 17 17 
Total 227 52 279 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 62 
Number of Trainings Provided 87 
Community Meetings Held 4 
School Presentations Offered 2 

 
 
 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 89 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 32 4 36 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 4 1 5 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 36 5 41 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 1 
State 21 
Total 22 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 1 
Other 2 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 1 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 20 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 6 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 2 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 6 
Total 38 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 5 $167,217.00 
Other 2 $100.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 4 $18,800.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 38 $17,100.00 
Total 49 $203,217.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 2 
Outdoor 1 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 173 
Pending Investigations 0 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 173 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 2 
State 30 
Other 0 
Total 32 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 15 
Firearms Traced through ATF 0 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 32 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Overtime      $          5,000  
Employee Related Expenditures  $          1,500  
Professional & Outside Services    $         20,434  
  Total      $        26,934  
        
Fund Source:      
Federal - Byrne/JAG    $          8,888  
State      $        11,312  
Match      $          6,734  

 
 

Project Description 
The Graham County Sheriff's Office administers this program. The Southeastern Arizona Narcotic Task Force 
is a multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency task force formally organized to conduct drug interdiction, marijuana field 
eradication, street-level narcotics enforcement, and investigative activities throughout Graham County.  
  
Task Force Participants 
Graham County Sheriff's Office, Safford Police Department, Thatcher Police Department, Pima Police 
Department, Eastern Arizona College Police Department, and the Arizona Department of Public Safety.  
  
Objective 
To respond to requests by any Graham County or other law enforcement agency to assist and/or investigate 
any illegal drug operations or organizations. The task force is mandated to work together to investigate drug-
related crimes within Graham County, such as the transport, sale, possession, or manufacturing of illegal drugs 
and the misuse, possession, or sale of prescription drugs. 
 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 

• Through interagency cooperation, we impacted the sales and use of illicit drugs in Graham County. 
  

• Through cooperation with several local, state, and federal agencies, the Graham County Sheriff's Office 
was able to make a small impact on the use, sales, and transportation of illicit drugs in Graham County. 

 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022  
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $0.00 $2.51  
      
Arrests per Investigation  0.80  8.67  
      
Percent of Investigations closed  83.30% 55.26% 

Graham County – Southeastern Arizona Narcotic Task Force 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 6 0.02 Kg $1,275.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 5 0 4 33 3 0 0 45 4,975,357,661.66 mcg $45,930.46 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 3.40 g $418.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 5 0.03 lbs $130.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 10 0 15 58 4 0 0 87 1,079.50 g $18,591.57 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 17 0 0 0 17 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 7 60.00 ea $1,325.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 9 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 15 0 20 140 7 0 0 182  $67,670 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 8 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 1 1 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 0 0 4 2 6 
Caucasian 0 0 80 26 106 
Hispanic 0 0 47 22 69 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 131 51 182 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 0 0 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 182 0 182 
Total 182 0 182 
Felony 182 0 182 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 182 0 182 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 

 
 
  

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 32 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 18 0 18 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 6 0 6 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 24 0 24 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 12 
Total 12 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 1 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 1 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 10 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 4 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Total 16 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 6 $3,923.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 0 $0.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 16 $5,500.00 
Total 22 $9,423.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 38 
Pending Investigations 4 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 21 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 8 
Other 0 
Total 8 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 0 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Overtime    $         31,967  
  Total    $        31,967  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $         10,549  
State    $         13,426  
Match      $          7,992  

 

 
Project Description 
The Greenlee County Sheriff's Office administers this program. In cooperation with participating agencies, the 
Greenlee County Narcotics Task Force (GCNTF) provides resources and personnel to conduct narcotics 
investigations and enforcement activities throughout the county. 
  
Task Force Participants 
Greenlee County Sheriff's Office, Clifton Police Department, Greenlee County Attorney's Office, and the 
Greenlee County Probation Department. 
  
Objective 
To provide all citizens of Greenlee County with a comprehensive, coordinated narcotics unit comprised of local, 
state, and federal resources, along with personnel to investigate, apprehend and convict street and mid-level 
drug violators. 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 

• During this quarter, Greenlee County Sheriff's Office conducted traffic stops, resulting in several arrests 
for Illicit drugs. Traffic details continue to be our most effective deterrent for illicit drugs. 
 

• Greenlee County Sheriff's Office conducted traffic details, where consent searches and K-9 Sniffs 
were used to detect dangerous drugs. These consent searches and K-9 sniffs assisted in removing 
dangerous drugs off the streets of Greenlee county. Due to the pandemic and staff shortage, the 
agency's productivity was limited. 

 
• With the lift of the pandemic mandate, productivity has increased. During this reporting period, Greenlee 

County Sherrif’s Office has successfully seized approximately 26 grams of methamphetamines, one 
gram of Heroin, 38 fentanyl pills, miscellaneous paraphernalia, three firearms, and the recovery of one 
stolen travel trailer. A traffic stop for a minor traffic infraction resulted in the arrest of an individual who 
had an active Department of Corrections warrant and the seizure of 28 fentanyl pills packages for sales, 
over 8 grams of methamphetamines, miscellaneous drug paraphernalia, and one firearm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greenlee County – Narcotics Task Force (GCNTF)  
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Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $0.06 $0.26 

Arrests per Investigation 1.00 0.00 

Percent of Investigations closed 64.10% 0.00% 

  *Number of investigation data reported as 0 by the agency.  
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 Kg $0.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mcg $0.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2.00 g $200.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 23 0 0 0 23 48.00 g $8,150.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8.00 ea $120.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 0 24 0 0 0 24  $8,470 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 8 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 0 0 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 0 0 0 1 1 
Caucasian 0 0 8 6 14 
Hispanic 0 0 6 3 9 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 14 10 24 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 5 0 5 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 19 0 19 
Total 24 0 24 
Felony 24 0 24 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 24 0 24 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 0 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted   Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 0 0 0 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 0 0 0 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 0 
Total 0 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 0 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 0 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 0 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Total 0 

 

Asset Seizures 
    Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 0 $0.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 0 $0.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 0 $0.00 
Total 0 $0.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 0 
Pending Investigations 0 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 0 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 0 
Other 0 
Total 0 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 0 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $         52,062 
Employee Related Expenditures  $         22,428 
Professional & Contractual Services  $         37,245 
  Total    $        111,735 
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $         36,873  
State    $         46,929  
Match      $         27,934  

 
 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the La Paz County Sheriff's Office. The La Paz County Narcotics Task 
Force (LPCNTF) operates in La Paz County and along the Colorado River in western Arizona to identify, 
arrest and prosecute drug traffickers and seize illicit drugs and drug law violators' assets forfeiture. 
  
Task Force Participants 
La Paz County Sheriff's Office, the United States Border Patrol (USBP), the Colorado River Indian 
Tribes Police Department, and the Riverside County Sheriff's Office. 

  
Objective 
To disrupt and reduce the distribution and sale of illicit drugs in La Paz County by working cooperatively 
with other Law Enforcement Agencies throughout the nation. To vigorously identify, investigate, arrest, 
and successfully prosecute local and mid-level drug trafficking organizations, thereby enhancing the 
quality of life for the citizens of La Paz County. 

  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• In September 2021, the La Paz County Narcotics Task Force team, in collaboration with the 

Quartzsite Police Department, interdicted a meth load of 61.8 pounds. 
  
• In collaboration with the US Border Patrol, the task force seized 5.8 pounds of Heroin, 88.3 pounds 

of Meth, 28.3 pounds of Cocaine, and 2.1 pounds of Fentanyl tablets. 
 
• With the assistance of QPD, La Paz County Narcotics team seized 21.4 kilograms of 

Methamphetamine.  
 

 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $44.75 $434.25 

Arrests per Investigation 1.30 1.4 

Percent of Investigations closed 50.0% 62.50% 

 

La Paz County – Narcotics Task Force (LPCNTF) 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 12.80 Kg $412,000.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 6 4,543,000,000.00 mcg $2,708,950.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 7,120.64 g $352,821.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.00 ea $2,000.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 5 105,360.48 g $1,611,769.60 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 344.00 ea $8,600.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 0 0 14 0 0 14  $5,096,141 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 0 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 0 0 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 0 0 0 0 0 
Caucasian 0 0 4 1 5 
Hispanic 0 0 9 0 9 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 13 1 14 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 4 0 4 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 10 0 10 
Total 14 0 14 
Felony 14 0 14 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 14 0 14 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 

 
 
 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 6 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 0 0 0 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 5 0 5 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 3 0 3 
Total 8 0 8 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 4 
Total 4 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 1 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 0 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 2 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 1 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Total 4 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 1 $5,595.82 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 3 $25,000.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 4 $2,000.00 
Total 8 $32,595.82 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 16 
Pending Investigations 6 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 10 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 2 
Other 0 
Total 2 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 0 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Overtime      $       116,525  
  Total      $      116,525  
        
Fund Source:      
Federal - Byrne/JAG    $         38,453 
State      $         48,941 
Match      $         29,131  

 
 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Police Department. The 
Special Investigation Narcotics Task Force of Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Police 
Department, located in Maricopa County, assists in successful prosecution by identifying, investigating, and 
apprehending those in violation of Tribal, State, or Federal law by trafficking, manufacturing, distributing, 
and selling illegal narcotics. 
  
Task Force Participants 
Salt River Police Department, Drug Enforcement Administration 
  
Objective 
In collaboration with the DEA task force, the Special Investigation Narcotics Task Force targets and 
investigates individuals, professionals, and gangs involved in the illegal cultivation, manufacturing, sale, or 
distribution of narcotics, prescription, or dangerous drugs in the Phoenix Metro area. 

  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• In July 2021, investigators obtained information a subject involved in a drug trafficking organization was 

to receive delivery of Methamphetamine. A traffic stop resulted in pound quantities of 
Methamphetamine was located along with a loaded semi-auto handgun. A search warrant served on a 
residence resulted in the seizure of pound quantities of Methamphetamine, two semi-auto rifles, and a 
semi-auto handgun. Another traffic stop resulted in the seizure of a large sum of US Currency. This 
case was a partnership between the Salt River Police Department and Drug Enforcement 
Administration Task Force Group.  

 
• The Salt River Police Department continues its efforts to combat the drug problem affecting the Salt 

River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community and other cities within Arizona. In a collaborative effort with 
Federal, State, and Tribal partners, the focus has been to disrupt the supply chain by identifying mid-
level dealers, gathering information, and conducting enforcement operations to identify the sources of 
supply and methods used to transport drugs into the State of Arizona. Detectives have been working 
on a new Title 3 wiretap case this quarter. Although it's still in the early stages, detectives are gathering 
critical information which will be used to further the investigation. 

 
• In April 2022, the Salt River Police Department, in partnership with the Drug Enforcement 

Administration, investigated a drug trafficking organization responsible for bringing large amounts of 
illegal drugs from Mexico into the Phoenix metro area. Investigators obtained information a vehicle 
crossed the border from Mexico into California. Investigators using electronic and physical surveillance 
tracked the vehicle from California into Arizona. Once it reached the Phoenix metro area, with the 
assistance of the Goodyear Police Department, a traffic stop was conducted. A police K-9 was 
deployed, which led to the discovery of multiple individual bags containing Methamphetamine. 
 

Maricopa County – Salt River Police Department Special 
Investigations Task Force 
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• In May 2022, investigators obtained information a vehicle crossed the border from Mexico into Arizona. 
Investigators using electronic and physical surveillance tracked the car from the border into Arizona, 
and once it reached the Phoenix metro area, investigators conducted a traffic stop. A police K-9 was 
deployed, which led to the discovery of multiple individual bags containing Methamphetamine. These 
two traffic stops combined resulted in the seizure of 154 pounds of crystal methamphetamine with a 
street value of over $300,000. The success of this investigation and others is primarily due to grant 
funding, which allows the Salt River Police Department to deploy investigators around the clock to 
disrupt and dismantle drug trafficking organizations operating in and around the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community. 

  
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2021 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $46.98 $58.92 

Arrests per Investigation 6.20 6.13 

Percent of Investigations closed 95.20% 80.00% 

61



Apprehension- Task Force Activities 

Apprehension Projects: Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Police Department Grant Number: DC-22-090 

 

 

  Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

 

Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0.02 Kg $1,717.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 2 2 2 0 0 6 997,902,000.00 mcg $99,790.20 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 9 9 9 0 0 27 12,633.75 g $1,768,725.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 10 10 10 0 0 30 125,295.71 g $2,410,400.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 9 9 9 0 0 27 256,650.00 ea $2,582,700.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 30 32 30 0 0 92  $6,863,332 

 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 27 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 0 0 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 0 0 0 0 0 
Caucasian 0 0 0 0 0 
Hispanic 0 0 87 6 93 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 87 6 93 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 0 0 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 92 1 93 
Total 92 1 93 
Felony 92 1 93 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 92 1 93 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 18 
Number of Trainings Provided 2 
Community Meetings Held 5 
School Presentations Offered 0 

 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 8 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 0 3 3 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 2 10 12 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 4 0 4 
Total 6 13 19 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 7 
Total 7 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 0 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 4 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 4 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Total 8 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 22 $463,670.28 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 18 $172,693.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 24 $12,600.00 
Total 64 $648,963.28 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 12 
Pending Investigations 3 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 15 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 35 
State 125 
Other 0 
Total 160 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 8 
Firearms Traced through ATF 8 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 1 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $         54,891  
Employee Related Expenditures  $         54,282  
Professional & Outside Services   $        227,659 
  Total    $      336,832  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $       111,155  
State    $       141,469  
Match      $         84,208  

 
 

Project Description 
The Kingman Police Department administers this program. The Mohave Area General Narcotics 
Enforcement Team (MAGNET) is a multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency narcotics task force. The agency 
organizes to identify, arrest and prosecute drug traffickers, seize drugs, cash assets, and follow 
investigative leads on narcotics smuggling and illegal drug laboratory activity in Mohave County. 
  
Task Force Participants 
The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS), Mohave County 
Sheriff's Office, Lake Havasu City Police Department, Bullhead City Police Department, Kingman Police 
Department, and Mohave County Attorney's Office. 
  
Objective 
To reduce illicit drug activity in Mohave County, thereby reducing its impact on other areas of the country. 
This is accomplished by targeting major traffickers, distribution organizations, and manufacturers/producers 
that operate in Mohave County and whose activities impact the community and the entire country. 

  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• MAGNET detectives assisted the Arizona Department of Public Safety with an interdiction traffic stop 

on a commercial tractor-trailer. The vehicle's driver was traveling eastbound on Interstate 40 from 
California and entered the state of Arizona. The commercial vehicle was stopped at about 39 miles 
inside state lines. The driver was en route from California to Wisconsin. The trooper performed a Level 
II vehicle inspection based on the recommendation from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration based on the truck's safety rating. During the trooper's assessment, he located two duffel 
bags under the sleeper berth of the commercial vehicle. Inside those two duffel bags were kilogram-
sized bricks of a white powdery substance. The commercial vehicle was transported to a local business 
a couple of miles away and was unloaded. The driver was booked into the Mohave County Jail and 
charged with one count of Transportation and Sale of Narcotic Drugs, one count of Possession of 
Narcotic Drugs For Sale, and one count of Possession/Use of Narcotic Drugs. Once the vehicle was 
searched further to determine there was no paraphernalia present, it was reloaded and driven to our 
Kingman MAGNET Office, where the evidence was processed. The white powdery substance was 
weighed and field-tested using our agency's MX908. The substance tested presumptive positive for 
Cocaine weighing 51 kilograms. The 51 kilograms of Cocaine has an estimated street value of $1.5 
million.  
 

• A K9 Officer with the Kingman Police Department conducted a traffic stop on a commercial vehicle west 
of Kingman, AZ, on Interstate 40 at milepost 44. During the traffic stop, the officer was alerted to the 
odor of Narcotics by the K9. The Mohave Area General Narcotics Enforcement Team (MAGNET), a 
HIDTA initiative and ACJC supported task force, responded to assist in the search of the commercial 
vehicle. Detectives located approximately 424 kilos (932.8 pounds) of Cocaine hidden in the trailer 

Mohave County – Mohave Area General Narcotics Enforcement 
Team (MAGNET)  

64



Apprehension - Task Force Activities 

 

 

 
 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

during the search. The Cocaine has a wholesale value of about 12.2 million dollars and a street value 
of over 22 million dollars. 
 

• In February 2022, Detectives with MAGNET concluded a four-month long investigation into a DTO 
operating in Mohave County. The DTO was providing Mohave County with deadly fentanyl pills and 
Methamphetamine. The investigation ended with the Mohave County Sheriff's Office SWAT team along 
with Detectives and Special Agents from multiple agencies, executing three search warrants in the 
Kingman area. The main target of the investigation was taken into custody in Flagstaff, AZ. Another 
target was taken into custody in Kingman for involvement with the DTO the same day before search 
warrants were executed. During the investigation, three firearms, four pounds of Methamphetamine, 
5,400 fentanyl pills, and four ounces of cocaine were seized with a combined street value of 
approximately $100,000. During this investigation, MAGNET was assisted by Flagstaff Metro Narcotics 
Investigation Taskforce, ATF, DEA, ad HSI.  

  
• In June of 2022, the Kingman and Lake Havasu units of MAGNET worked on an interdiction detail on 

the highways in Mohave County. Deputies from the Mohave County Sheriff's Office and federal agents 
also assisted with this interdiction effort. During this interdiction detail, 55 pounds of Marijuana, 133 
THC cartridges, and $114,732 in US Currency were seized during multiple interdiction traffic stops on 
Interstate 40 in Kingman. This interdiction detail was successful for the task force.  
 

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $56.92 $87.09 

Arrests per Investigation 1.6 1.37 

Percent of Investigations closed 87.70% 97.70% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 2 0 0 0 11 0 0 13 792.77 Kg $26,809,093.00 
Crack (cocaine) 2 0 1 0 3 0 0 6 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4,000.00 ea $45,000.00 
Fentanyl 46 0 33 15 2 0 0 96 1,476,093,011.00 mcg $181,675.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 12 0 5 3 0 0 0 20 288.92 g $26,441.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 35.00 lbs $110,000.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2.00 units $100.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 4 191.00 lbs $341,550.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 43 0 37 30 7 0 0 117 19,219.71 g $679,958.00 
Other Drug 1 1 2 7 0 0 2 13 N/A $1,120,850.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 19 0 0 0 19 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4.00 ea $40.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10.00 ea $96.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 671.79 g $20,970.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 83.00 units $415.00 
Total 107 1 79 74 25 0 4 290  $29,336,188 

 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 24 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 0 0 
Asian 0 0 2 0 2 
Black 0 0 5 0 5 
Caucasian 0 0 210 60 270 
Hispanic 0 0 24 0 24 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 4 0 4 
Unknown 0 0 1 0 1 
Total 0 0 246 60 306 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 24 7 31 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 2 2 
Neither or Not Known 266 7 273 
Total 290 16 306 
Felony 288 16 304 
Misdemeanor-Only 2 0 2 
Total 290 16 306 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 15 
Number of Trainings Provided 3 
Community Meetings Held 1 
School Presentations Offered 18 

 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 110 
Clandestine Labs Seized 27 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 0 188 188 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 0 2 2 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 2 2 
Total 0 192 192 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 6 
Total 6 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 10 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 5 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 10 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 14 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 2 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 4 
Total 45 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 11 $144,853.68 
Other 11 $5,300.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 4 $27,806.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 45 $29,100.00 
Total 71 $207,059.68 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 217 
Pending Investigations 0 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 212 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 1 
State 142 
Other 0 
Total 143 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 1 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 25 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $         63,000  
Employee Related Expenditures  $         62,452  
Professional & Outside Services   $       113,381 
  Total    $      238,833  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $          78,815  
State    $         100,310  
Match      $           59,708  

 
 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Navajo County Sheriff's Office (NCSO). The Navajo County Major 
Crimes Apprehension Team (MCAT) is a formally organized, multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency task 
force. The agency identifies, arrests, and vigorously prosecutes drug traffickers and seizes illegal drugs 
and assets from drug-related illicit activity. 
  
Task Force Participants 
Navajo County Sheriff's Office, Navajo County Attorney's Office, AZ Department Public Safety, Show 
Low Police Department, Winslow Police Department, Snowflake-Taylor Police Department, Pinetop-
Lakeside Police Department 
  
Objective 
To reduce, dismantle and disrupt the consumption, sale, purchase, manufacture, and transportation of 
illicit drugs and narcotics, including the abuse of prescription pharmaceuticals and the related crimes 
associated with drug abuse within Navajo County and the State of Arizona. 

  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• MCAT Detectives conducted a traffic stop in the Show Low area, and further investigation resulted 

in a search warrant to the suspects' residence. Three subjects were detained due to the search 
warrant and seized approximately 880 fentanyl pills.   

 
• MCAT executed a search warrant at a residence in Pinetop, AZ, resulting in the seizure of 1.075 

pounds of Methamphetamine and two arrests. This case stemmed from emails intercepted in the 
Navajo County Jail, where the two suspects discussed acquiring a new clientele to sell 
Methamphetamine. 

 
• Patrol Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle with a Florida license. Further investigation led 

to the use of a K9 and search of the vehicle resulting in the seizure of 124 pounds of 
Methamphetamine. MCAT Detectives interviewed the suspect/driver of the vehicle and learned the 
suspect was transporting to Florida to a subject operating a DTO. The subject from Florida has 
been following the suspect in a HEAT vehicle.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Navajo County – Major Crimes Apprehension Team (MCAT)  

68



Apprehension - Task Force Activities 

 

 

  Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $63.64 $106.76 

Arrests per Investigation 0.83 0.89 

Percent of Investigations closed 99.30% 97.32% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 1 1 3 0 0 5 8.36 Kg $674,207.93 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 15 0 51 10 17 0 0 93 138,077,925,719.01 mcg $17,130,565.39 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 3 1 5 0 0 9 5,701.73 g $859,806.44 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 8 178.31 lbs $347,961.89 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4.00 units $52.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Marijuana Plants 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 28.00 ea $48,800.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 22 0 69 27 22 0 0 140 50,961,020.83 g $6,429,454.44 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 47.40 ea $605.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 227.50 g $6,047.50 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 38 0 125 41 55 0 0 259  $25,497,501 

 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 59 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 2 0 16 9 27 
Asian 0 0 3 0 3 
Black 0 0 11 4 15 
Caucasian 21 11 147 57 236 
Hispanic 12 6 50 12 80 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 35 17 227 82 361 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 0 0 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 259 102 361 
Total 259 102 361 
Felony 258 95 353 
Misdemeanor-Only 1 7 8 
Total 259 102 361 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 27 
Number of Trainings Provided 7 
Community Meetings Held 5 
School Presentations Offered 7 

 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 102 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 9 3 12 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 4 5 9 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 6 1 7 
Total 19 9 28 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 34 
Total 34 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 22 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 7 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 0 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 0 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 3 
Total 32 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 7,368 $31,232.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 1 $8,574.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 32 $13,385.00 
Total 7,401 $53,191.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 299 
Pending Investigations 8 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 291 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 52 
Other 0 
Total 52 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 32 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 16 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $       269,526 
Employee Related Expenditures    $       218,230  
Professional & Outside Services  $       199,885  
  Total    $      687,640  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $       226,921 
State    $       288,809  
Match      $       171,910  

 

 
Project Description 
The Tucson Police Department administers this program. The Tucson Metropolitan Counter Narcotics 
Alliance (CNA) is a formally organized multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency narcotics enforcement task force in 
Pima County. CNA operates under a board and works to reduce drug demand, target mid-level and upper-
level drug dealers, and decrease the narcotics problem in Pima County, including the Tucson metropolitan 
area. 
  
Task Force Participants 
Tucson Police Department, Arizona Department of Public Safety, Marana Police Department, Oro Valley 
Police Department, Sahuarita Police Department, University of Arizona Police Department, Pima County 
Attorney's Office, Drug Enforcement Administration, Homeland Security Investigations, Southern Arizona 
High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Initiative. 

  
Objective 
To disrupt the trafficking, sale, and distribution of illegal narcotics in the metropolitan Tucson area and Pima 
County. CNA is a joint task force with officers and special agents from six local and state, and two federal 
law enforcement agencies. 

  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• In September, the C.N.A. Mid-Level Transportation Group (MLTG) personnel conducted one of many 

interdiction operations at the Tucson AMTRAK Station. During this particular operation, the MLTG 
personnel boarded the AMTRAK train, traveling from Phoenix, Arizona to St. Louis, Missouri. 
Personnel conducted a consensual encounter of  a passenger traveling from Phoenix, AZ to St. Louis, 
MO. A CNA K9 alerted to a narcotic odor emanating from a bag, after which time the individual 
provided personnel with consent to search the luggage. The CNA personnel located a large vacuum-
sealed bundle containing approximately 3.34 pounds (1.5 kilograms) of blue in color, Fentanyl M-30 
Pills, having an estimated total of 15,000 pills. It was revealed that the individual was a convicted felon, 
had been arrested and convicted multiple times for the distribution of illegal drugs and firearms, and 
was a "bloods" gang member in the St. Louis area. The individual was transported to the PCADC and 
charged with UPOND/FS. 

  
• In November 2021, investigators with the Counter Narcotics Alliance (CNA.) Narcotic and Violent 

Crimes Unit (NVCU) stopped a suspect for a civil traffic violation during a surveillance operation. A 
certified narcotics K-9 gave a positive alert for the presence of a trained odor emitting from the vehicle. 
A telephonic search warrant was obtained and resulted in the seizure of 119 grams of 
Methamphetamine, approximately 2300 suspected Fentanyl pills, roughly $5,000 in United States 
Currency, and two handguns. The suspect was arrested on state charges for narcotics and weapons 
violations. 
 

Pima County – Counter Narcotics Alliance (C.N.A.)  
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• The Mid-Level Undercover Unit (MLU) at the Tucson HIDTA Counter Narcotic’s Alliance (CNA) has 
been investigating a major drug trafficking organization (DTO) based in Nogales, Sonora Mexico that 
is responsible for distributing large quantities of bulk narcotics throughout the United States. The DTO 
has successfully defeated law enforcement efforts at the two international ports of entry in Nogales, 
Arizona. Natural voids in passenger vehicles are used to facilitate the movement and concealment of 
the contraband through the DeConcini and Mariposa Ports of entry in Nogales. After successfully 
defeating interdiction efforts by Customs and Border Protection Agents, the narcotics are transported 
to residences in the greater Tucson Metro area, where they stored until they are ready for transport 
and distribution to various locations across the United States. The MLU investigation has resulted in 
two significant seizures. On February 10th, 2022, a female driving a Nissan Rouge attempted to enter 
the US via the DeConcini Port of Entry. Agents conducted a secondary inspection of the vehicle, an 
x-ray showed numerous anomalies. The agents located 109 pounds of Methamphetamine and 
112,500 blue M-30 fentanyl pills.  
On March 2022, under similar circumstances, two females were detained at the Mariposa Port of Entry 
after agents located 200,070 blue M-30 fentanyl pills hidden in the vehicle's spare tire. During both 
seizures, numerous cellular phones were seized. The MLU is working with the HIDTA Investigative 
Support Center to conduct an in-depth analysis of the data extractions. It is anticipated that the 
intelligence gleaned from the phones will lead to identifying members of the DTO and more narcotic 
seizures.  
 

• Investigators from CNA/NVCU, in a collaborative effort with Tucson Police Aggravated Assault Unit, 
responded to the Sunny Side Park area for a shooting investigation. Forty-three shell casings were 
located in the roadway and adjacent parking lot. Additionally, a juvenile male was located at Banner–
South Campus with multiple gunshot wounds after being brought there by private vehicle. A juvenile 
who matched the person seen on video dropping off the gunshot victim returned to the shooting scene 
and was detained. The detainee had THC vape cartridges in possession and admitted to intent to sell 
vape cartridges with the victim to a third person at the park. The buyers began shooting at the sellers 
upon arrival. The third person's identity (driver) was determined through the investigation. Surveillance 
was established, and when the vehicle went mobile with the subject, it was stopped. The subject was 
interviewed and admitted to his involvement. A search warrant was served on the residence. Four 
hundred and twenty-one THC cartridges (1 gram each), 5.95 grams of cocaine, approximately $2,500 
in cash, and sales ledgers were located. The subject’s cell phone was also collected for analysis. All 
"victims" have been identified and interviewed. There are no charges at this time. The investigation 
will continue to locate more of the involved shooters. 

  
  
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $21.28 $47.21 

Arrests per Investigation 5.10 1.35 

Percent of Investigations closed 48.70% 99.49% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 15 33 3 0 0 51 160.99 Kg $5,687,984.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 3 4 0 0 0 7 520.70 g $14,523.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 1,046.50 ea $1,212.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 132 73 3 1 3 212 2,115.00 mcg $108,923.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 4 10 0 0 0 14 25,047.10 g $1,377,590.50 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 15 85.32 lbs $191,269.00 
Ketamine 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 908.00 units $2,724.00 
Marijuana 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 14.17 lbs $31,777.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 35 172 2 0 0 209 143,689.14 g $2,562,633.12 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 486.00 ea $3,710.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 14,125.00 ea $282,500.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 196.00 ea $3,920.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 281.20 g $1.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 164.30 g $784.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 218 296 8 1 3 526  $10,269,551 

 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 4 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 13 2 15 
Asian 0 0 2 2 4 
Black 0 2 70 6 78 
Caucasian 1 0 137 60 198 
Hispanic 1 1 234 33 269 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 3 1 4 
Other 0 0 1 0 1 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 3 460 104 569 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 16 22 38 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 10 0 10 
Violent & Gang-Involved 1 3 4 
Neither or Not Known 499 18 517 
Total 526 43 569 
Felony 526 43 569 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 526 43 569 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 78 
Number of Trainings Provided 60 
Community Meetings Held 22 
School Presentations Offered 5 

 
 
 
 
  

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 135 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 2 0 2 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 0 0 0 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 1 1 2 
Total 3 1 4 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 4 
State 58 
Total 62 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 11 
Explosive Devices 1 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 10 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 15 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 86 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 11 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 2 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 6 
Total 142 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 38 $932,896.00 
Other 4 $37,200.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 1 $870,000.00 
Vehicles 43 $881,581.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 142 $94,910.00 
Total 228 $2,816,587.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 1 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 389 
Pending Investigations 291 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 391 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 11 
State 212 
Other 0 
Total 223 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 92 
Firearms Traced through ATF 93 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 46 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Overtime    $         17,473  
Employee Related Expenditures  $          4,466  
Professional & Outside Services   $       119,441  
  Total    $      141,380  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $         46,655  
State    $         59,380  
Match      $         35,345  

 

Project Description 
The Pinal County Sheriff's Office administers this program. The Pinal County Narcotics Task Force (PCNTF) 
is organized to identify, arrest and prosecute drug traffickers, seize drugs, cash assets. The agency pursues 
investigative leads to upper-level drug trafficking organizations operating in the federally designated 
Southwest Border High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA), including Pinal County. 
  
Task Force Participants 
Pinal County Sheriff's Office, Florence Police Department, Coolidge Police Department, Eloy Police 
Department, United States Border Patrol, Pinal County Attorney's Office. 
  
Objective 
To investigate, prosecute, disrupt and dismantle individuals and/or groups involved in the possession, sales, 
manufacturing, cultivating, trafficking, and smuggling of illegal drugs in or through Pinal County and 
surrounding areas, to include statewide and international investigations. 
  
Selected Quarterly Highlights: 

• The Pinal County Narcotics Task Force investigated two street-level Fentanyl dealers. During the 
investigations, detectives seized over 240 Fentanyl Pills (M/30) and two weapons and arrested four 
subjects, including one juvenile. 

  
• The Pinal County Narcotics Task Force is working on a joint investigation with DEA. This operation 

had three significant drug seizures during this quarter. The drug seizures are as follows: 149.4 Lbs of 
Methamphetamines,12.5 lbs of Fentanyl Pills, 10.5 Lbs of Cocaine, one Handgun, and 910 Fentanyl 
Pills. Approximately four arrests were made during this quarter. This long-term Drug trafficking 
investigation is continuing to evolve as the investigation continues. 

  
• The Pinal County Narcotics Taskforce (PCNTF) has seized 56 lbs of Methamphetamines, 10 ounces 

of Cocaine, 48,850 Fentanyl Pills, four weapons, one vehicle, 11 ounces of Marijuana, and $97,967 
in US Currency. PCNTF also executed five search warrants. 

  
• The Pinal County Narcotics Task Force executed a residential search warrant resulting in 

approximately 1,000 fentanyl pills, 38.4 grams of Methamphetamines, and three weapons seizures. 
Both subjects were arrested (one subject was noted to be a registered sex offender and a prohibited 
possessor). 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Pinal County – Narcotics Task Force (PCNTF)  
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Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $106.10 $61.58 

Arrests per Investigation 0.80 0.88 

Percent of Investigations closed 80.00% 50.42% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 1 4 2 0 0 7 15.00 Kg $370,745.25 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 347.00 ea $3,470.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 17 4 1 0 0 22 24,745,020,500.12 mcg $2,677,669.56 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 16,333.02 g $1,306,438.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.19 lbs $750.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 12 8 2 0 0 22 123,945.40 g $4,339,681.28 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0.00 ea $0.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34.00 ea $700.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 299.24 g $6,582.48 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 0 0 30 17 6 0 0 53  $8,706,037 

 
Prescription Drug Arrests 

Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 0 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 1 1 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 1 0 6 0 7 
Caucasian 0 0 13 1 14 
Hispanic 0 0 25 7 32 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 44 9 54 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 0 0 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 53 1 54 
Total 53 1 54 
Felony 53 1 54 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 53 1 54 

 

78



Apprehension- Task Force Activities 

Apprehension Projects: Pinal County Sheriff's Office Grant Number: DC-22-010 

 

 

  Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 119 
Pending Investigations 18 
Dropped Investigations 43 
Closed Investigations 60 

Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 30 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 7 0 7 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 1 0 1 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 8 0 8 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 13 
Total 13 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 11 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 5 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 1 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 0 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 6 
Total 23 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 15 $109,169.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 1 $10,000.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 23 $13,601.00 
Total 39 $132,770.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

 Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 27 
Other 12 
Total 39 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 0 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 3 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Overtime    $         18,324 
Employee Related Expenditures  $           7,082 
  Total    $        25,406 
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $               -    
State    $         19,055  
Match      $           6,352  

 
 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Santa Cruz County Sheriff's Office (SCCSO). The Santa Cruz County 
HIDTA Investigative Task Force (SCCHITF) is organized to work closely with federal agencies. In particular, 
the United States Drug Enforcement Administration addresses drug trafficking problems in the City of Nogales 
and Santa Cruz County, which has been designated a Southwest Border High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
(HIDTA). 
  
Task Force Participants 
Homeland Security Investigation- Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Nogales Police Department, Santa 
Cruz County Attorney's Office, Santa Cruz County Sheriff's Office, United States Customs and Border 
Protection- Border Patrol. 
  
Objective 
To work collaboratively as a local, county, state, and federally represented task force by sharing resources to 
target, interdict, and prosecute mid-level narcotics trafficking and money laundering organizations, thus 
increasing citizen safety. 
  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 

• Santa Cruz County HIDTA Task Force along with Nogales Police Department and Drug Enforcement 
Administration conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle. The driver denied the search, and K9 was called 
in and alerted to a backpack located in the vehicle. The bag contained ten packages weighing 9.92 
pounds of Methamphetamine. In August  2021, SCCHTF arrested an individual with an active NCIC 
arrest warrant who had attempted to enter the US from Mexico via the DeConcini Port of Entry. During 
transportation to the jail, the subject advised he was an internal body carrying and was transported to 
the Hospital to remove the object. A package was removed that contained 146 grams of M30 Fentanyl 
pills. In August 2021, SCCHIT, collaborating with NPD, responded to reference an unconscious 
female driver in a vehicle. Further investigation revealed the subject had in plain view 18 M30 Fentanyl 
pills, foil paper with melted blue pills, and a lighter on the front seat passenger. The subject was 
arrested, and evidence was seized. 

  
• In October 2021, Santa Cruz County HIDTA Task Force investigated unknown subjects throwing 

bundles over the Nogales Mexico and US Border into Nogales, Arizona. The task force agents and 
Nogales Police Department discovered a black duffle bag containing 19.87 pounds of 
Methamphetamine. Another seven packages containing 7.65 pounds of Methamphetamine were 
located by the grassy area of the intersection. In October 2021, a suspect was walking with two 
different boxes. The subject absconded while abandoning the packages. Packages contained .35 
pounds of Methamphetamine. A total of 27.87 pounds of Methamphetamine valued at $78,036 was 
seized. Santa Cruz County HIDTA Task Force has been investigating Overdose cases to possibly 
locate and identify suspects selling the Fentanyl Pills in which subjects are overdosing. 

 

Santa Cruz County – Santa Cruz County HIDTA Investigative 
Task Force (SCCHITF)  
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• The Santa Cruz County HITDA Task Force conducted a controlled narcotic purchase of 14 pounds 
of Methamphetamine. The investigation determined the suspect to belong to a known drug trafficking 
organization. The DTO is known to be operating in Nogales, Tucson, and Phoenix, Arizona. This 
seizure provided probable cause to further investigation and eventually led to a title III investigation. 

 
  

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

 
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $0.00 $825.28 

Arrests per Investigation 1.00 2.21 

Percent of Investigations closed 100.00% 95.81% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 6 2 0 0 8 120.20 Kg $4,267,021.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 87 64 0 0 151 43,568,052,576.00 mcg $14,385,655.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 1 8 1 0 0 10 1,665.52 g $35,928.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 58 0 0 0 58 140.77 lbs $50,130.50 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 3 0 1 56 18 0 0 78 529,124.22 g $2,201,382.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 30 0 0 0 30 29.00 ea $29.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 15 2 0 0 17 9,030.00 ea $27,202.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 52.00 ea $104.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Total 3 0 2 262 87 0 0 354  $20,967,452 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 19 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 0 0 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 0 0 1 0 1 
Caucasian 0 0 6 2 8 
Hispanic 33 13 224 69 339 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 13 0 13 
Total 33 13 244 71 361 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 0 0 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 354 7 361 
Total 354 7 361 
Felony 354 7 361 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 354 7 361 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 14 
Number of Trainings Provided 2 
Community Meetings Held 5 
School Presentations Offered 4 

 
 
  

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 76 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 2 0 2 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 36 0 36 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 38 0 38 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 7 
State 105 
Total 112 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 5 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 1 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 0 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 9 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 11 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 1 
Total 27 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 16 $347,633.00 
Other 1 $1,100.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 36 $219,752.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 27 $17,480.00 
Total 80 $585,965.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 167 
Pending Investigations 54 
Dropped Investigations 9 
Closed Investigations 160 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 13 
State 12 
Other 0 
Total 25 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 0 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 9 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $       145,357  
Employee Related Expenditures  $         84,780  
Professional & Outside Services   $       123,789  
  Total    $      353,946  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $       116,802  
State    $       148,657  
Match      $         88,487  

 

 
Project Description 
The Prescott Valley Police Department administers this program. Partners Against Narcotics Trafficking 
(PANT) is a formally organized, multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency task force operating in Yavapai County to 
identify, arrest, and prosecute drug traffickers and seize drugs and cash assets and conduct multi-level 
narcotics enforcement and investigative activities. 
  
Task Force Participants 
Yavapai County Sherriff's Office, Prescott Valley Police Department, Prescott Police Department, Yavapai 
County Attorney's Office, Chino Valley Police Department, Cottonwood Police Department, Camp Verde 
Marshall's Office, Sedona Police Department, Yavapai Prescott Tribal Police, Yavapai-Apache Tribal Police, 
Clarkdale Police Department, Jerome Police Department, and the Arizona Department of Public Safety. 
  
Objective 
To enforce the narcotics laws of the State of Arizona and suppress criminal gang activities. Through 
interagency cooperation, the PANT Task Force identifies targets and initiates investigations on individuals, 
professionals, and gangs involved in the illegal cultivation, manufacturing, sale, or distribution of narcotics, 
prescription, or dangerous drugs in Yavapai County. 
  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• PANT continues to see a consistent significant increase of synthetic opioids and Methamphetamine 

traveling through Yavapai County. Over 200,000 fentanyl pills and 318 pounds of Methamphetamine 
were seized during interdiction contacts in the last quarter. Also on the rise are THC bases products 
traveling from the west heading east. PANT continues to work closely with other agencies and task 
forces. With this partnership and collaborative investigations, the final results end in search warrants 
and large quantities of drug seizures. 

  
• With our local agency's assistance, PANT uncovered a multi-state drug trafficking operation involving 

shipments to Alaska. A search warrant was obtained for a motel room in which several firearms, a 
sealed aspirin bottle containing 500 fentanyl pills ready to be shipped, several loose fentanyl pills, 
$17,000 in cash, one gram of psilocybin, and one gram of “China white” Heroin were located. A candle 
was removed from the room by an employee but was later recovered, which contained 1,000 fentanyl 
pills, also ready to be shipped. The main suspect left before being detained but returned to the motel 
in an attempt to retrieve items from the dumpster. During a search of the suspect’s vehicle, two cake 
mixes were located, which Detectives initially thought were powdered cake mix, but were noted to be 
8oz of “Mexican brown” Heroin. 

 
 
  

Yavapai County – Partners Against Narcotics Trafficking (PANT) 
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• PANT detectives have made several significant seizures and arrests during the third quarter, including 
serving a search warrant on a known drug house in the small community of Cornville that yielded 
nearly a quarter pound of Methamphetamine. The PANT K9 Interdiction Unit continued to make 
significant seizures, including a single traffic stop that led to the discovery of approximately 100,000 
blue M / 30 fentanyl tablets.  
 

  
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

  
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $0.00 $129.48 

Arrests per Investigation 0.70 0.63 

Percent of Investigations closed 91.70% 87.37% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 4 2.26 Kg $181,540.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9.60 g $1,000.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 33 34 34 0 0 101 957,059,953,010.00 mcg $28,713,687.00 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 340.72 g $27,256.80 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 21 554.89 lbs $1,640,000.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15.00 units $100.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.13 lbs $500.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 180.00 ea $90,000.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 16 50 14 0 0 80 194,206.31 g $11,652,377.80 
Other Drug 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 6 N/A $3,490,470.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 46 0 0 0 46 1,964.00 ea $19,640.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 6 530.00 ea $5,300.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 384.00 ea $3,840.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11.00 ea $110.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 5 125.06 g $1,875.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 88.50 units $885.00 
Total 0 0 51 142 79 0 0 272  $45,828,582 

 
 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 17 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 1 0 1 
Asian 0 0 2 0 2 
Black 0 0 17 3 20 
Caucasian 1 0 117 77 195 
Hispanic 1 0 64 10 75 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 1 0 1 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 0 202 90 294 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 0 0 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 0 0 0 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 272 22 294 
Total 272 22 294 
Felony 271 17 288 
Misdemeanor-Only 1 5 6 
Total 272 22 294 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 59 
Number of Trainings Provided 35 
Community Meetings Held 1 
School Presentations Offered 0 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 80 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 9 7 16 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 18 7 25 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 27 14 41 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 41 
Total 41 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 1 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 10 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 1 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 5 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 0 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 0 
Total 17 

Asset Seizures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 44 $249,951.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 20 $95,088.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 17 $8,350.00 
Total 81 $353,389.00 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 1 
Outdoor 0 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 491 
Pending Investigations 39 
Dropped Investigations 55 
Closed Investigations 429 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 84 
Other 0 
Total 84 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 0 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 33 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $         96,010  
Employee Related Expenditures  $         48,341  
Professional & Outside Services   $         97,205  
  Total    $      241,556  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $         79,713  
State    $        101,454  
Match      $         60,389  

 

 
Project Description 
The Yuma County Sheriff's Office administers this program. The Yuma County Narcotics Task Force (YCNTF) 
is a consolidated, multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency task force. It was organized to identify, arrest, and 
prosecute drug traffickers, seize drugs and cash assets, and follow investigative drug smuggling activities. 
  
Task Force Participants 
Yuma County Sheriff's Office, United States Border Patrol, City of Somerton Police Department, Homeland 
Security Investigations, City of San Luis Police Department, United States Drug Enforcement Administration. 
  
Objective 
To reduce and disrupt trafficking, sales, and distribution of illegal narcotics within Yuma County by 
investigating, targeting, and arresting individuals engaged in drug trafficking and sales, including gang 
members and violent criminals. 
  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 

• In August 2021, the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office stopped a suspicious vehicle in the area of the 
Colorado River and requested a K-9. During a search of the vehicle, two packages containing a white 
crystalline substance, which later field-tested positive for Methamphetamine, were found. Two 
notebooks were also discovered and contained writing indicative and consistent with being a sales 
ledger. In total, over 3.58 pounds of Methamphetamine and usable amounts of Heroin and Fentanyl 
were found in the vehicle. The driver was found to be using fictitious information to conceal his identity. 
The two subjects associated with the vehicle were both found to have extraditable felony arrest 
warrants. Yuma County Sheriff’s Office Deputies assisted and took the arrest on warrants. 
 

• During this reporting period, the Yuma County Sheriff's Office and Homeland Security Investigations 
assisted the Yuma County Narcotics Task Force with executing a search warrant. Several subjects 
were contacted at the residence. During the course of the investigation, all evidence was discovered 
in a detached structure in the backyard where a subject was living. The seized evidence consisted of 
28.75 ounces of Methamphetamine, approximately 53.16 ounces of blue M30 pills which field tested 
positive for Fentanyl, 1.54 ounces of a white powdery substance which field tested positive for fentanyl 
powder, and numerous items of drug paraphernalia, digital scales, and sales ledgers. Two firearms 
were located during the search warrant. A criminal history check of the suspect revealed felony 
convictions deeming the suspect a prohibited possessor. 

 
 
 
 
 

Yuma County – Yuma County Narcotics Task Force (YCNTF)  
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• In January, a search warrant was served in Somerton, Arizona; two adults and six juveniles were 
contacted at the residence. During this investigation, deputies discovered a total of 4.509 pounds of 
Methamphetamine and 1.587 pounds of blue M30 Fentanyl pills were located. Approximately 1,500 
M30 fentanyl pills were found in a teddy bear in the children's room. Numerous items of drug 
paraphernalia were also located to include a functioning digital scale, torn plastic bags, and a 
notebook ledger indicating value amount to different subjects. Large amounts of US Currency were 
also located (a total of $6,150.00). Six firearms were also found at the residence. Criminal history 
checks revealed both suspects had felony convictions. Individuals were booked into the Yuma County 
Detention Center. YCNTF was assisted in executing this search warrant by the Yuma County Sheriff's 
Office, the US Marshals, and the Somerton Police Department. 
 

• During this reporting period, a traffic stop was conducted on Highway 95 and County 14th street in 
Yuma, AZ. During this encounter, the driver appeared nervous, and a K-9 was requested. The K9 
alerted to the odor of narcotics. A subsequent search of the vehicle revealed 344 packages secreted 
throughout the car, each containing a white crystalline substance that tested positive for 
Methamphetamine. Additional packages were visible within the vehicle's dashboard but could not be 
removed without advanced mechanical equipment. The car was towed to the YCSO secure impound 
area. The driver advised he did not know to whom the vehicle belonged to, but he would be paid 
$1,500.00 USD to transport it. A search warrant was secured to search the vehicle for the remaining 
packages. 207 additional packages were removed from the vehicle. In summary, 551 packages 
totaling 576.1 lbs of Methamphetamine were seized. 

 
 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

  
 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Value Removed per Grant Dollar Expended $44.60 $43.41 

Arrests per Investigation 0.90 0.76 

Percent of Investigations closed 100%          100% 
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Drug Arrest Activity Drug Removal & Value 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use 

 
Other 

 
Total 

Quantity 
Removed 

 
Value 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 6 2 0 0 0 8 3.54 Kg $248,266.00 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6.00 ea $60.00 
Fentanyl 0 0 8 9 1 0 1 19 11,145,700,000.00 mcg $919,978.80 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Heroin 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 3,016.24 g $151,112.00 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0.00 lbs $0.00 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mg $0.00 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 121.00 lbs $555,159.00 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 oz $0.00 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 17 9 8 0 0 34 435,035.36 g $8,600,855.00 
Other Drug 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 N/A $2,423.00 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4 245.00 ea $2,150.00 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 units $0.00 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 41.00 ea $410.00 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 ea $0.00 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 3 117.00 g $5,372.00 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 mL $0.00 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 g $0.00 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13.00 units $130.00 
Total 0 0 33 26 11 0 1 71  $10,485,916 

 
 

Prescription Drug Arrests 
Number of drug related arrests from table above that also included prescription drugs 4 

 
Arrest Demographics 

 Male - 
Under 18 

Female - 
Under 18 

Male - 
18 & Over 

Female - 
18 & Over 

 
Total 

American Indian / Native Alaskan 0 0 0 0 0 
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 
Black 0 0 2 1 3 
Caucasian 0 0 13 11 24 
Hispanic 3 0 40 6 49 
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 2 1 3 
Total 3 0 57 19 79 

 

Drug & Non-Drug Arrests 
 Drug Non-Drug Total 

Violent Crime (excludes Gang-Involved) 0 0 0 
Gang-Involved (excludes Violent) 3 0 3 
Violent & Gang-Involved 0 0 0 
Neither or Not Known 68 8 76 
Total 71 8 79 
Felony 70 2 72 
Misdemeanor-Only 1 6 7 
Total 71 8 79 
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Training/Community Involvement 
Number of Trainings Attended 26 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 3 

 
 

Methamphetamine-Related Statistics 
Methamphetamine-Related Investigations 37 
Clandestine Labs Seized 0 

Labs Seized with Minor(s) Involved 0 
Methamphetamine Dump Sites Discovered 0 

Dump Sites Referred for Mitigation/Cleanup 0 

 

Drug Trafficking Organizations 
 Disrupted Dismantled Total 

Low Level (Street Dealer) 36 0 36 
Mid Level (Distributor/Retailer) 8 0 8 
High Level (Manufacture/Supplier) 0 0 0 
Total 44 0 44 

 

Total Seizure Cases 
Federal 0 
State 15 
Total 15 

 

Total Weapons Seized by Type 
Automatic Weapons / Machine Guns 0 
Explosive Devices 0 
Handguns (except semi-automatic) 13 
Knives / Cutting Instruments 0 
Other 0 
Rifles (except semi-automatic) 5 
Semi-Automatic Handguns 2 
Semi-Automatic Rifles 2 
Semi-Automatic Shotguns 0 
Shotguns (except semi-automatic) 3 
Total 25 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0.00 
Currency 8 $33,694.00 
Other 0 $0.00 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0.00 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0.00 
Vehicles 5 $15,500.00 
Vessels 0 $0.00 
Weapons 25 $9,050.00 
Total 38 $58,244.00 

 

Marijuana Grows Seized 
Indoor 0 
Outdoor 0 

 

Investigation Data 
New Investigations Opened 93 
Pending Investigations 0 
Dropped Investigations 0 
Closed Investigations 93 

 

Search Warrants Served 
Federal 0 
State 21 
Other 0 
Total 21 

 

Firearms & NIBIN 
Firearms Reported to NIBIN 0 
Firearms Traced through ATF 25 
Number Charged with Firearm Crimes 12 
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FY 2022  
Awards 

Apache County Attorney’s Office $  96,390 

Cochise County Attorney’s Office $  152,218 

Coconino County Attorney’s Office $  132,461 

Gila County Attorney’s Office $  73,955 

Graham County Attorney’s Office $  60,870 

Greenlee County Attorney’s Office 

La Paz County Attorney’s Office  

$  42,849 

$  79,396 

Maricopa County Attorney’s Office $ 1,076,521 

Mohave County Attorney’s Office $  156,292 

Navajo County Attorney’s Office $  123,117 

Pima County Attorney’s Office $  359,192 

Pinal County Attorney’s Office 

Tucson City Prosecutor 

$  184,771 

$    269,371 

Yavapai County Attorney’s Office $  132,133 

Yuma County Attorney’s Office $  263,373 

TOTAL $ 3,202,909 

Prosecution Task Force Activities 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  2,349,954 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  852,954 
  Total  $    3,202,909 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  1,444,937 
State  $  957,244 
Match  $  800,727 

In FY 2022, Prosecution program activities resulted in 44,364 referrals, of which 31,024 (70-percent) were drug-
related. Of the drug-related referrals, 19,759 were prosecuted this grant year. Out of those prosecuted, 6,019 
(30-percent) involved methamphetamine/amphetamine, 4,053 (21-percent) involved fentanyl, and 2,114 (11-
percent) involved paraphernalia. Of these prosecutions, 11,279 (57-percent) were for possession/concealing 
and 1,197 (6-percent) were for distribution/selling. 

During the fiscal year, 12,277 obtained convictions 10,617 (86-percent) were classified as felonies, and 1,660 
(14-percent) as misdemeanors. A total of 9,228 (75-percent) were for charges of possession/concealing, 972 (8-
percent) were for distribution/selling and 387 (3-percent) were for transportation/importation. Statewide, the most 
prevalent offenses among drug-related convictions involved paraphernalia at 3,449 (28-percent), 
methamphetamine/amphetamine at 4,005 (33-percent), and fentanyl at 2,350 (19-percent). 

A total of 6,760 individuals received sentences for drug offenses. The most common sentence type was 
probation with 2,954 (44-percent), followed by a split sentence at 1,726 (26-percent), and a total of 1,288 (19-
percent) received a jail sentence. The remaining 11-percent received prison sentences, fines, suspended 
sentences, community service, and other or unknown sentences. 

Prosecution efforts facilitated the forfeiture of a total value of $9,718,578.59 in assets during the FY 2022 
program year, including 247 vehicles and currency totaling $8,344,195.38. A total of 859 forfeiture cases were 
received through referrals, and 672 were concluded. 

Summary of Activity - Prosecution 
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Prosecution Projects: Statewide Summary 

Drug Outcome Summary 
Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 28,805 700 1,414 105 31,024 11,423 1,146 771 13,340 44,364 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 2,591 38 291 10 2,930 100 74 22 196 3,126 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 2,770 141 175 20 3,106 2,092 191 139 2,422 5,528 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 1,125 175 79 29 1,408 752 103 68 923 2,331 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 1,301 121 98 18 1,538 78 21 9 108 1,646 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 2,495 67 153 14 2,729 2,123 223 106 2,452 5,181 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 717 3 9 0 729 154 1 0 155 884 
Prosecuted 17,943 710 951 155 19,759 5,957 558 576 7,091 26,850 

Acquitted 4 0 0 0 4 17 0 0 17 21 
Convicted 11,509 498 253 17 12,277 4,235 150 99  4,484 16,761 
Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 5,699 39 26 1 5,765 1,059 24 18  1,101 6,866 
Total Concluded Cases 17,212 537 279 18 18,046 5,311 174 117  5,602 23,648 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 25 8 74 405 40 35 0 0 587 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 4 30 0 1 0 0 35 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 2 5 0 0 0 0 7 
Fentanyl 156 18 262 1,884 154 129 1,449 1 4,053 
Hashish 6 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 9 
Heroin 30 5 76 409 31 35 0 0 586 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Ketamine 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 
LSD 0 1 3 16 0 0 0 0 20 
Marijuana 7 14 93 445 79 20 0 0 658 
Marijuana Plants 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 101 37 494 4,904 192 291 0 0 6,019 
Paraphernalia 0 0 2 2,104 1 0 7 0 2,114 
PCP 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Pain Reliever 3 1 2 82 2 4 0 0 94 
Prescription Sedative 2 0 5 38 0 2 0 0 47 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 1 5 26 1 1 0 0 34 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 2 4 4 2 0 0 0 12 
Unknown Drug 0 1 31 281 11 2 451 3,846 4,623 
Other Drug 4 3 137 640 61 4 0 0 849 
Total 334 92 1,197 11,279 578 525 1,907 3,847 19,759 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 3,076  21,458 24,534 
Misdemeanor-Only 284  2,032 2,316 
Total 3,360  23,490 26,850 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 169 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 43 130 26 0 0 0 199 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 2 23 13 0 0 0 38 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Fentanyl 0 0 250 1,352 112 2 633 1 2,350 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
14 percent 0 0 80 357 23 5 0 0 465 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 5 5 0 0 0 0 10 
Marijuana 0 5 97 249 57 14 0 0 422 
Marijuana Plants 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 7 0 439 3,358 133 66 0 2 4,005 
Paraphernalia 0 3 1 3,428 0 17 0 0 3,449 
PCP 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 35 1 0 0 0 37 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 3 7 1 0 0 0 11 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 6 4 0 0 0 0 10 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 4 
Unknown Drug 0 0 18 106 6 1 24 907 1,062 
Other Drug 1 0 25 170 12 0 0 0 208 
Total 8 9 972 9,228 387 106 657 910 12,277 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 62 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 1,639 4 1,643 
Class 2 14 1,099 1,113 
Class 3 1 367 368 
Class 4 5,915 5,915 
Class 5 94 94 
Class 6 1,317 1,317 
Undesignated 1 967 968 
Unknown 5 854 859 
Total 1,660 10,617 12,277 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 12,013 
Jury 40 
Non-Jury 224 
Total 12,277 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 144 9 100 44 0 0 1 18 0 316 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 1,203 89 941 531 1 0 2 772 1 3,540 
Total 1,347 98 1,041 575 1 0 3 790 1 3,856 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 25 0 52 15 0 0 0 18 0 110 
Crack (cocaine) 4 0 7 1 0 0 0 3 0 15 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Fentanyl 285 21 353 193 0 0 0 77 0 929 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 
Heroin 99 10 58 38 3 0 0 53 0 261 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Marijuana 28 10 114 42 1 0 11 3 0 209 
Marijuana Plants 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 673 60 631 342 3 7 11 190 0 1,917 
Paraphernalia 136 75 1,625 957 2 0 51 73 1 2,920 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 5 1 9 20 0 0 1 7 0 43 
Prescription Sedative 4 4 5 3 1 0 0 7 0 24 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 4 5 0 0 0 2 0 11 
Salvia 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 
Unknown Drug 23 64 40 26 0 0 6 3 0 162 
Other Drug 3 2 48 82 0 0 1 1 0 137 
Total 1,288 248 2,954 1,726 10 7 81 445 1 6,760 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 76 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 1,277 $8,344,195 
Other 352 $26,042 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 4 $360,782 
Vehicles 247 $730,553 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 744 $257,006 
Total 2,624 $9,718,579 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 859 
Concluded 672 
Pending 2,128 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 183 
Number of Trainings Provided 98 
Community Meetings Held 45 
School Presentations Offered 7 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  72,516 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  23,874 
  Total  $   96,390 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  31,809 
State  $  40,484 
Match  $  24,097 

Project Description  
This project is administered by the Apache County Attorney’s Office (ACAO) and provides enhanced drug 
and gang prosecution, asset forfeiture processing, and litigation services for the Apache County Cooperative 
Enforcement Narcotics Team (ACCENT) and all other law enforcement agencies in Apache County.  

Objective  
To make Apache County a safer place by aggressively prosecuting those who use or engage in any manner, 
the supply and demand of illegal drugs, those who commit violent crimes, and those who participate in gang-
related criminal activity. Additionally, the Apache County Attorney’s Office seeks to reduce recidivism 
through special programs for carefully chosen applicants showing the most likelihood of rehabilitation. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• Apache County Attorney’s Office had quite a few proud moments this year, but one that stands out

is a drug case that involved local, state, and federal agencies. The suspect was driving from El Paso
to Phoenix, and the DEA tipped off Arizona DPS about the transport of a large number of drugs.
Law enforcement conducted a whisper stop, and when DPS spotted the vehicle, Springerville Police
Department assisted in the search of the vehicle. Law enforcement found $50,000 worth of Fentanyl
in the vehicle, and the suspect and his accomplice were taken into custody, and are currently in the
court system.

• Jury trials have resumed since the beginning of the pandemic. Our office has been working
rigorously to bring justice to the families who have been the victims of crimes. As these jury trials
start to begin, our office is determined to serve the community that has suffered so badly from the
COVID-19 pandemic. We have started to implement new outreach goals to serve our community
and receive more feedback on performance on a case-to-case basis.

• In one current court case, the Defendant shot and killed his wife of a few weeks. The Defendant
then dumped the body on the side of a country road and tried to hide the other evidence. The
Defendant was charged with First Degree Murder, Abandoning a Dead Body, and Tampering with
Evidence. After a jury trial, he was found guilty of Second Degree Murder and the other two charges.
The defendant was sentenced to 31.5 years.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Apache County Attorney’s Office – for ACCENT 
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Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 53% 73% 

Cost per Conviction $0.00 $1,071.00 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 74% 0% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 19% 4% 
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Prosecution Projects: Apache County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-020
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 147 71 0 0 218 170 0 0 170 388 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 3 6 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 22 5 0 0 27 0 0 0 0 27 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Prosecuted 103 8 0 0 111 169 0 0 169 280 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 19 1 0 0 20 13 0 0 13 33 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 
Convicted 51 3 0 0 54 36 0 0 36 90 
Total Concluded Cases 70 4 0 0 74 50 0 0 50 124 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 6 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 2 9 0 1 0 0 12 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Marijuana 0 0 2 7 0 10 0 0 19 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 9 26 0 0 0 0 35 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 35 0 0 0 0 35 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 17 83 0 11 0 0 111 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0 200 200 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 80 80 
Total 0 280 280 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 0 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 3 6 0 1 0 0 10 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 5 15 0 0 0 0 20 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 0 16 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 9 44 0 1 0 0 54 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 0 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 0 0 0 
Class 2 0 9 9 
Class 3 0 0 0 
Class 4 22 22 
Class 5 0 0 
Class 6 23 23 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 0 54 54 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 54 
Jury 0 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 54 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 4 3 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 
Total 5 3 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 2 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
Paraphernalia 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 4 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 0 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 0 $0 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 0 $0 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 0 $0 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 1 
Concluded 0 
Pending 17 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 5 
Number of Trainings Provided 2 
Community Meetings Held 6 
School Presentations Offered 3 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  115,518 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  36,700 
  Total  $     152,218 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  50,232 
State  $  63,932 
Match  $  38,055 

Project Description  
This program is administered by the Cochise County Attorney's Office (CCAO). The CCAO handles drug 
prosecution and civil forfeiture cases resulting from the aggressive activities of the Cochise County Narcotics 
Enforcement Team and other law enforcement agencies in the county. Cochise County is designated as a 
Southwest Border High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA). The unit prosecutes drug cases for all law 
enforcement agencies in Cochise County and cases received from the U.S. Border Patrol, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, and other federal agencies operating along the United States border with Mexico. 

Objective 
To enhance the quality of life in the Cochise County border community through aggressive and effective 
prosecution of drug-related violent crimes and drug crimes, identify and apprehend target offenders through 
collaboration with the task force and other law enforcement agencies, and where appropriate, encourage 
rehabilitation for drug offenders. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• In an ongoing case, the Defendant was indicted in June of 2020 for multiple counts of conspiracy,

and possession of Fentanyl and Methamphetamine for Sale. Douglas Police detectives began
investigating a male individual when he and the Defendant were shot at in her vehicle in November
of 2020. In February of 2021, Douglas Police had received tips that the male individual was selling
Fentanyl. That same month, police obtained multiple Facebook posts by the male individual
indicating that he had methamphetamine, M30 pills (fentanyl), and guns. Some of the posts were
live streamed and he tells his viewers that he “has what they need.” The posts continued into March.
Detectives began surveilling the hotel in which the two were staying. During the investigation,
undercover controlled buys were conducted. The detectives obtained and executed a search
warrant on two rooms at a hotel in Douglas. Just before executing the warrant, the two individuals,
and a 15-year-old minor were pulled over in the Defendant’s vehicle, and a total of 949 fentanyl pills
were found in the vehicle. Back at the hotel, the rooms they had rented were found to have 500 M30
Fentanyl pills, 17 grams of Methamphetamine, and baggies used to package the drugs for sale.
After interviews were conducted, all parties admitted the drugs were being sold by the male
individual. All parties agreed that the minor was transporting hundreds of M30 pills over the border
for him to sell. All parties admitted that the Defendant knew what was going on. In June of 2021, the
male individual was sentenced to 12.5 years in DOC for two felony cases involving selling drugs and
possessing guns. The minor was sent to the Juvenile Department of Corrections for several years.
Originally, the Defendant wasn’t charged due to her pleas for sympathy to the detectives. Eventually,
the detectives’ suspicions that she was involved were confirmed. The Defendant’s case concerning
this drug ring entails six felonies and the case is ongoing.

• In a case that has been pending, a husband and wife were recently convicted of possession of a
narcotic drug (fentanyl) for sale, as well as for additional charges. Before August 30, 2021, agents
from the Drug Enforcement Agency began surveilling the couple after learning that they were
transporting a significant quantity of drugs from Tucson to Sierra Vista, where they were selling the

Cochise County Attorney’s Office 
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drugs (primarily fentanyl). On August 30, 2021, multiple agencies participated in the tracking and 
surveillance of the two as they drove to Tucson and returned to Cochise County. In the course of a 
traffic stop that occurred in Cochise County upon their return, both individuals were arrested. While 
executing a search warrant at their residence, investigators found fentanyl, methamphetamine, a 
handgun with a loaded magazine and chambered round, and additional loaded magazines. The 
husband admitted that he had recently (before the incident on August 30, 2021) driven his wife to 
Tucson, so that she could purchase approximately $1,000.00 worth of fentanyl pills. Based on the 
street price at that time, $1,000.00 would purchase approximately 400-500 fentanyl pills. He was 
sentenced to 4 years in prison for possession of a narcotic drug (fentanyl) for sale, and weapons 
misconduct. The wife admitted that she had been engaged in ongoing sales of fentanyl pills from 
her residence. She had no prior felonies and the quantity of fentanyl found at the residence was 
below the threshold amount, so she was eligible for probation even though she seemed to have 
more culpability than her husband. In this case, she was sentenced to a 5-year intensive probation 
term, for possession of a narcotic drug for sale. 

• Before March 28, 2022, DEA Special Agent had been investigating a female individual for
transporting and selling illegal drugs, including fentanyl and methamphetamine. On March 28, 2022,
while surveilling her vehicle, the special agent requested the assistance of Sierra Vista police officers
in conducting a traffic stop on her vehicle. A detective pulled her vehicle over for multiple traffic
violations, a dog sniff was conducted, and the dog was alerted. The vehicle was searched, and
police located 143 fentanyl pills and 7.5 ounces of methamphetamine in the trunk area. A variety of
drug paraphernalia items associated with both personal drug use and drug sales were also located
throughout the vehicle. The female individual told police that she did not sell drugs, that the fentanyl
was for personal use, and that she was transporting the methamphetamine as a favor for a friend.
The case has been charged and a plea offer of seven calendar years in the Department of
Corrections has been made to the female individual.

• Before June 2022, the DEA became aware of the fact that a female individual was selling drugs in
Cochise County, and in May, they obtained a search warrant allowing them to track her phone. On
June 1, 2022, a pretext stop was conducted on the Defendant, and the DEA, Sierra Vista Police
Department, and Cochise County Sheriff’s Office coordinated together in the subsequent
investigation. After a dog alerted to the vehicle, police located contraband within it and arrested the
Defendant. After her arrest, approximately 40 grams of methamphetamine were located in her bra.
She denied that she was selling methamphetamine and claimed that she was just “holding” the drug
for another individual, but conceded that messages setting up drug sales would be found on her
phone. Since she was not the ultimate target of this overall investigation and the fact that she had a
relatively small amount of methamphetamine on her person, we did not require her to take our
standard plea for such cases (a minimum of 5 calendar years in the Department of Corrections), but
she has accepted a 4-year prison offer and is due to be sentenced on August 5, 2022. The
collaborative efforts between federal and local law enforcement allowed for a successful conviction
in this matter through a non-trial resolution.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While these 
benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of determining 
program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 38% 65% 

Cost per Conviction $507.39 $523.09 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 75% 170% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 17% 21% 
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Prosecution Projects: Cochise County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-021 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 872 0 0 0 872 0 0 0 0 872 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 64 0 0 0 64 0 0 0 0 64 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 111 0 0 0 111 0 0 0 0 111 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prosecuted 751 0 0 0 751 0 0 0 0 751 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 158 0 0 0 158 0 0 0 0 158 
Acquitted 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Convicted 291 0 0 0 291 0 0 0 0 291 
Total Concluded Cases 450 0 0 0 450 0 0 0 0 450 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 124 397 521 
Misdemeanor-Only 60 170 230 
Total 184 567 751 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 7 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 2 12 5 8 0 0 27 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Fentanyl 0 0 11 71 13 0 0 1 96 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 2 9 0 0 0 0 11 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 5 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 1 19 188 33 0 0 0 241 
Other Drug 0 0 0 15 4 0 0 0 19 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 10 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 4 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 21 253 8 0 0 46 328 
Total 0 2 56 571 67 8 0 47 751 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 14 2 0 0 0 16 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 8 14 5 0 0 1 28 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 5 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 1 1 2 5 0 0 0 9 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 6 71 10 0 0 2 89 
Other Drug 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 4 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 11 81 3 0 0 36 131 
Total 0 1 27 196 28 0 0 39 291 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 5 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 45 0 45 
Class 2 0 59 59 
Class 3 0 1 1 
Class 4 147 147 
Class 5 1 1 
Class 6 26 26 
Undesignated 1 0 1 
Unknown 5 6 11 
Total 51 240 291 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 280 
Jury 1 
Non-Jury 10 
Total 291 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 11 1 27 4 1 0 0 0 1 45 
Total 11 1 27 4 1 0 0 0 1 45 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 1 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 7 0 7 1 0 0 0 0 0 15 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 25 1 25 1 0 0 0 0 0 52 
Other Drug 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Paraphernalia 2 0 32 1 0 0 1 0 0 36 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 14 3 25 2 0 0 4 0 0 48 
Total 55 5 104 5 0 0 5 0 0 174 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 1 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 5 $13,626 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 5 $27,200 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 10 $40,826 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 10 
Concluded 17 
Pending 91 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 4 
Number of Trainings Provided 3 
Community Meetings Held 6 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  94,489 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  37,972 
  Total  $   132,461 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  43,712 
State  $  55,634 
Match  $  33,115 

Project Description  
This program is administered by the Coconino County Attorney's Office (CCAO) and provides direct 
assistance to the Northern Arizona Street Crimes Task Force (METRO) in case preparation and 
development. The unit prosecutes Coconino County drug and gang cases and provides civil forfeiture 
litigation services to the task force and other local and federal agencies. 

Objective 
To work in conjunction with the Northern Arizona Street Crimes Task Force Metro Narcotics to suppress 
and eventually eliminate the manufacturing, transportation, sale, and use of illicit drugs within Coconino 
County.  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• The CCAO continues to actively prosecute those persons who possess or use drugs in amounts

under the statutory threshold. Aggressive prosecution extends to persons who have committed
additional non-violent crimes, where drug possession or use has been determined as the
underlying cause. These cases are carefully reviewed for an alternative course of action, and
persons who have demonstrated addiction will be screened for possible admission to Recovery
(DUI/Drug) Court. The CCAO aggressively prosecutes the drug traffickers who are arrested on
major interstates; we provide access to prosecutors 24/7 for consultation and legal advice; we
prosecute the drug dealers targeted by the METRO Task Force; prosecute repeat offenders. The
Coconino County Attorney’s Office secured a substantial prison sentence for a consistent
methamphetamine dealer in the community. There is a noticeable increase in the sale and
UOIdistribution of fentanyl pills in the community and Coconino County Attorney’s Office continues
to treat these cases seriously. However, the Coconino County Recovery Court program
successfully graduated fourteen participants over the year. The reduced number of graduates this
last quarter is the lagging result of a temporary decline in the number of referrals to the Recovery
Court program due to the pandemic. However, the Recovery Court program is currently receiving
referrals at an accelerated rate and anticipates returning to normal capacity shortly. Recovery Court
participants receive intensive substance use disorder treatment and individual counseling while in
the program. Each of these participants graduated from the program with an extended period of
sobriety and increased mental and emotional stability. These participants worked with the Recovery 
Court team to develop an ongoing recovery plan that includes enrollment with a community mental
and behavioral health provider to promote long-term stability.

Coconino County Attorney’s Office 
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Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 43% 63% 

Cost per Conviction $441.54 $639.91 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 71% 500% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 33% 37% 
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Prosecution Projects: Coconino County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-022 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 711 0 0 0 711 0 0 0 0 711 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 84 0 0 0 84 0 0 0 0 84 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 90 0 0 0 90 0 0 0 0 90 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 148 0 0 0 148 0 0 0 0 148 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 21 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 0 21 
Prosecuted 725 0 0 0 725 0 0 0 0 725 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 119 0 0 0 119 0 0 0 0 119 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 207 0 0 0 207 0 0 0 0 207 
Total Concluded Cases 326 0 0 0 326 0 0 0 0 326 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 685 0 685 
Misdemeanor-Only 40 0 40 
Total 725 0 725 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 31 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 7 29 1 0 0 0 37 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 3 
Fentanyl 0 0 21 45 0 0 0 0 66 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 4 19 1 0 0 0 24 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 2 7 0 0 0 0 9 
Marijuana 0 0 15 29 6 0 0 0 50 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 37 189 1 1 0 0 228 
Other Drug 0 0 3 5 1 0 0 0 9 
Paraphernalia 0 0 2 251 1 0 0 0 254 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 18 0 0 0 0 18 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 4 9 0 0 0 0 13 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 6 1 0 0 0 8 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 3 
Total 0 0 98 613 12 2 0 0 725 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Fentanyl 0 0 11 2 0 0 0 0 13 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Marijuana 0 0 6 2 3 4 0 0 15 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 18 9 1 4 0 0 32 
Other Drug 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 134 0 0 0 0 134 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Total 0 0 41 151 6 9 0 0 207 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 4 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 91 0 91 
Class 2 1 15 16 
Class 3 0 25 25 
Class 4 12 12 
Class 5 5 5 
Class 6 30 30 
Undesignated 0 28 28 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 92 115 207 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 207 
Jury 0 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 207 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Fentanyl 9 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Marijuana 1 2 10 2 0 0 0 0 0 15 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 18 1 7 6 0 0 0 0 0 32 
Other Drug 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Paraphernalia 2 40 46 40 0 0 5 0 1 134 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Total 32 44 74 50 0 0 6 0 1 207 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 4 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 5 $39,352 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 1 $1,353 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 6 $40,705 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 1 
Concluded 5 
Pending 177 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  56,549 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  17,406 
  Total  $   73,955 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  24,405 
State  $  31,061 
Match  $  18,489 

Project Description:  
This program is administered by the Gila County Attorney's Office (GCAO) and supports the provision of 
drug and gang prosecution, asset forfeiture processing, and litigation for the Gila County Drug, Gang, and 
Violent Crimes Task Force and other law enforcement agencies in Gila County. 

Objective:  
To aggressively prosecute drug-related offenses and violent crimes committed in Gila County, Arizona, and 
provide education, training, and community-based educational programs relating to the curbing of drug and 
violent crime offenses. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• On July 7, 2021, the Department of Public Safety Task Force made a stop on a vehicle that ran a

red light and found methamphetamine and cash in the subject’s vehicle, the detectives recovered
18 grams of methamphetamine and $3,469.00 in cash from the vehicle. There were four suspects
in the vehicle each was arrested for possession of a dangerous drug and possession of a
dangerous drug for sale. The Gila County Attorney's Office is prosecuting this incident.

• On July 27, 2021, the Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent Task Force conducted a drug
investigation in collaboration with the Tonto Apache Police Department in Payson, Arizona. The
Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent Task Force conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle with Arizona
plates, during the traffic stop a consent to search was obtained from the owner/driver of the vehicle,
during the search 50,000 M-30 pills laced with suspected fentanyl were seized. The Gila County
Attorney's Office is prosecuting this incident.

• On October 12, 2021, a traffic stop by the Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent Task Force led to
the seizure of 13 pounds of fentanyl pills and two arrests. The Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent
Crimes Task Force in collaboration with the Tonto Apache Police Department located in Payson,
Arizona. The Gila County Drug, Gang, and Violent Crimes Task Force stopped a vehicle at the
Tonto Apache Tribal Market for a civil traffic violation. Indicators of criminal activity were observed,
and a drug investigation was conducted. Obtaining the driver's consent to search the vehicle,
detectives found approximately 13.25 pounds of fentanyl pills with an estimated street value of $1.2
million.

• On January 14, 2022, a Scottsdale, AZ man had stolen a motorcycle and wrecked it, while at the
same spot of the accident, he was shooting at a passing car, and hit it several times, narrowly
missing the driver. He was arrested at the location of the accident and was found with Meth,
Alprazolam, and Fentanyl for sale. This incident was attended by DPS troopers, Gila County
Sheriff's Deputies, and Payson Police.

Gila County Attorney’s Office 
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• On February 4, 2022, the San Carlos Apache Police Department arrested a non-native during a
drug investigation at the Apache Gold Casino, during the investigation and a vehicle search they
found one pound of meth, 94 fentanyl pills, 22 grams of marijuana, three firearms and one firearm
having the serial number filed off, multiple weight scales, plastic baggies, and glass pipes. The San
Carlos Apache Police Department and Gila County Drug Task Force were involved in this arrest.

• On June 4, 2022, the Payson Police Department conducted a search warrant regarding drug
distribution activity at a residence, the Gila County Sheriff's Office and Department of Public Safety
helped the Payson Police Department with the search. Five persons were arrested for possession
of drug paraphernalia, possession of dangerous drugs, possession of narcotic drugs, and
marijuana production.

• On June 17, 2022, an Officer with the Tonto Apache Police Department attempted to stop a vehicle
leaving a local convenience store in Payson, AZ., when the stop was made the subsequent search
revealed 57.8 pounds of methamphetamine, with a street value of about $2.6 million, also found
were weapons and $1200 in cash.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 96% 100% 

Cost per Conviction $643.08 $611.19 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 80% 0% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 34% 67% 
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Prosecution Projects: Gila County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-023 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 199 6 0 0 205 19 0 0 19 224 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prosecuted 210 1 0 0 211 13 0 0 13 224 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 121 0 0 0 121 0 0 0 0 121 
Total Concluded Cases 121 0 0 0 121 0 0 0 0 121 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 4 220 224 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 4 220 224 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 3 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 10 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 14 31 11 0 0 0 56 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 1 4 1 2 0 0 0 8 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 20 39 9 10 0 0 78 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 59 0 0 0 0 59 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 38 140 22 10 0 0 211 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
 Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 6 3 0 2 0 0 11 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 7 14 2 5 0 0 28 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 14 18 8 5 0 0 45 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 15 0 17 0 0 32 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 27 53 10 31 0 0 121 

 
Prescription Drug Convictions 

Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 3 

 

 
 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
 Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 5 0 5 
Class 2 0 29 29 
Class 3 0 8 8 
Class 4  26 26 
Class 5  18 18 
Class 6  31 31 
Undesignated 0 4 4 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 5 116 121 

 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 121 
Jury 0 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 121 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
Total 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 26 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 30 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 35 0 13 0 2 0 0 0 0 50 
Paraphernalia 7 5 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 24 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Sedative 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 76 5 26 0 8 0 0 0 0 115 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 3 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 0 $0 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 0 $0 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 0 $0 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 0 
Concluded 0 
Pending 0 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 3 
Number of Trainings Provided 1 
Community Meetings Held 2 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  43,070 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  17,800 
  Total  $   60,870 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  20,087 
State  $  25,565 
Match  $  15,218 

Project Description:  
This program is administered by the Graham County Attorney’s Office (GCAO). The Graham County 
Attorney’s Office works directly with the Southeastern Arizona Narcotic Task Force to successfully 
prosecute those who commit drug and violent crimes.  

Objective:  
To actively prosecute those who commit crimes and to protect the people of Graham County from those 
who commit them. Graham County Attorney’s Office is dedicated to upholding the integrity of the criminal 
justice system and holding criminals accountable for violating the laws.  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• A fentanyl dealer who was apprehended with 731 pills of the drug will spend nearly the next decade

behind bars. A 45-year-old male pleaded guilty to two separate counts of possession of a narcotic
drug for sale and was given a prison sentence of 9.5 years. The incarceration will be followed by a
probation tail of seven years. He signed a plea agreement admitting guilt to the two counts. The
plea dismissed additional drug charges, including possession of a dangerous drug (meth),
transportation of a narcotic drug for sale, possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of a
narcotic drug, and resisting arrest. The male suspect was apprehended on May 12 after being seen
riding a bicycle with a woman down Main Street. A Safford detective and an Arizona Department
of Public Safety detective were working as a two-man unit when they saw the suspect and
recognized him as being involved in a previous drug-related incident that occurred earlier in the
year. After positively identifying the male, the officers learned that he had an active warrant out of
Pima County regarding failure to appear in court regarding a stolen vehicle, according to the report.
The officers then located the suspect. However, when the detective approached him, the suspect
leaped from his bike and attempted to flee on foot. At that time, the detective tackled the suspect
and warned him he would be struck with a TASER if he continued to resist. The officers then
informed the suspect of his warrant and placed him under arrest. A subsequent search of his person
yielded $1,300 in cash. The detective then searched a bag attached to the bicycle the suspect was
riding and found 11 baggies holding nearly 700 fentanyl pills (73.1 grams), a plastic container with
another 33 fentanyl pills (3.5 grams), a couple of baggies with .5 of a gram, and .2 of a gram of
methamphetamine, and various pieces of drug paraphernalia.

• An alleged meth dealer who has been on law enforcement’s radar is facing decades in prison after
allegedly selling meth to an undercover officer twice and being caught in possession of 1.5 pounds
of the drug. A male suspect is currently facing three separate cases that all involve
methamphetamine for sale. In each of his first two cases, the suspect is charged with possession
of a dangerous drug (meth) for sale, possession of a dangerous drug (meth), and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Without a prior conviction, the presumptive prison sentence for a guilty verdict
of possession of methamphetamine for sale in Arizona is 10 years. The charges stem from two
separate undercover buys that occurred in November. In both instances, the undercover operative

Graham County Attorney’s Office 
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purchased multiple grams of the drug from the suspect according to an Arizona Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) report. In addition to those two cases, the suspect is also facing a third case 
with charges of transportation of a dangerous drug for sale, possession of a dangerous drug, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, and DUI-drug. That case stems from a traffic stop in which the 
suspect was believed to be driving under the influence. A DPS Trooper initiated a traffic stop after 
the suspect showed signs of inebriated driving, according to a DPS report. After performing poorly 
on field sobriety tests, the suspect was arrested for DUI. A subsequent search of his car yielded a 
.45 caliber handgun with five rounds in the magazine and one in the chamber, and a blue bag that 
had 1.5 pounds of meth inside a ziplock-type baggie. The suspect was then arrested and booked 
into jail. All three cases have been bound over to Superior Court for adjudication. 

• A Safford Police traffic stop for a license plate infraction led to the seizure of nearly 3 ounces of
methamphetamine and 1,259 fentanyl pills. An officer was on patrol at about 2:42 a.m. on April 3
when he noticed a white, Chevrolet Aveo that had a license plate violation. The officer conducted
a traffic stop in the 500 block of U.S. Highway 70 and observed drug paraphernalia in plain sight.
The occupants of the vehicle, both of Tucson, were interviewed and ultimately arrested on charges
of possession of a dangerous drug, possession of a dangerous drug for sale, transportation of a
dangerous drug for sale, possession of a narcotic drug, possession of a narcotic drug for sale,
transportation of a narcotic drug for sale, and possession of drug paraphernalia. This is just one of
many drug cases that our office has prosecuted involving a large number of drugs. Our office is
dedicated to prosecuting these cases to get drug dealers off of the streets.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 85% 96% 

Cost per Conviction $0.00 $180.09 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 67% 67% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 74% 18% 
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Prosecution Projects: Graham County Attorney’s Office  Grant Number: DC-22-024 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 543 0 0 0 543 44 0 0 44 587 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 9 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 15 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 15 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 11 
Prosecuted 459 0 0 0 459 16 0 0 16 475 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 13 0 0 0 13 1 0 0 1 14 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 331 0 0 0 331 7 0 0 7 338 
Total Concluded Cases 344 0 0 0 344 8 0 0 8 352 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 81 351 432 
Misdemeanor-Only 12 31 43 
Total 93 382 475 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 0 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 20 68 1 0 0 0 89 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 2 11 0 0 0 0 13 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 17 0 0 0 0 17 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 23 95 8 0 0 0 126 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 214 0 0 0 0 214 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 45 405 9 0 0 0 459 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 22 32 0 0 0 0 54 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 18 66 1 0 0 0 85 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 180 0 0 0 0 180 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 41 289 1 0 0 0 331 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 0 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 25 0 25 
Class 2 0 22 22 
Class 3 0 17 17 
Class 4 105 105 
Class 5 1 1 
Class 6 161 161 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 25 306 331 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 331 
Jury 0 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 331 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 10 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 23 
Total 14 0 4 13 0 0 0 0 0 31 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 15 0 0 39 0 0 0 0 0 54 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 6 3 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 22 0 0 63 0 0 0 0 0 85 
Paraphernalia 23 0 10 147 0 0 0 0 0 180 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 61 0 16 254 0 0 0 0 0 331 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 0 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 2 $1,404 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 0 $0 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 2 $1,404 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 3 
Concluded 2 
Pending 0 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 66 
Number of Trainings Provided 40 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  34,279 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  8,570 
  Total  $   42,849 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  32,137 
State  $  - 
Match  $  10,712 

Project Description: 
This program is administered by the Greenlee County Attorney’s Office (GCAO). The Greenlee County 
Attorney’s Office prosecutes all drug and gang-related activities in Greenlee County as vigorously as 
possible. 

Objective:  
To promote and facilitate equal justice to all and to support and exercise justice through the criminal and 
juvenile justice systems. For victims, to make every effort to provide timely information, to work for their 
best interests, and stay in compliance with the Victim’s Rights statutes and requirements.  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• Our office has collaborated with the Sheriff's Department this quarter to investigate a severe case

of domestic violence. Law enforcement became involved when the victim's son called 911 to report
that his father, the victim's husband, had killed his dog and cat. The Greenlee County Attorney's
Office Investigator was brought in to interview the victim, where he learned that the woman's
husband had become physically violent over the last few months. The victim indicated that her
husband would hit her on the top of her head so that no one would see the bruising. He would beat
her in front of her two sons. The victim reported that at the time of the incident with the dog and cat
being killed, her husband had been drinking alcohol and had become increasingly violent. The
victim's husband had drowned the family dog the day after it had chased their chickens and had
beat and drowned the cat at the same time. It was also reported to our investigator that the husband
had used an axe to chop up all of their roosters and dumped their bodies at the river. The victim
reported to our investigator that not only was her husband abusive, one of her sons was being
'trained' by his father to be a 'killer.' The son had choked the victim because he was angry that he
was grounded from his phone. He choked her from behind, using his arms and his legs wrapped
around her waist, knocking her to the ground when she was unconscious. This case is still pending
submission by the Sheriff's Department for prosecution.

• A woman, charged with possession of multiple drugs, sale of meth and narcotics, eluded police for
two years, moving from one state to another. When the Court ordered a country-wide warrant for
her arrest, she was finally found in Oregon, where she was hiding in her brother's home. Having
being brought back to Arizona, she tried to convince the judge that police had mistaken her for her
sister. After a very short time. it was confirmed she had no other sibling. It had taken three years
and many different law enforcement agencies from Safford County, Greenlee, County, Clifton
Police and Oregon police to finally track her down. She was sentenced to incarceration.

• An officer saw a car traveling with male driver and female passenger. He noticed the driver looking
back with a surprised look on his face. The driver attempted to park at a gas pump but realized he
was about 4 feet from the pump. The male and female both exited and walked into the store. Back

Greenlee County Attorney’s Office 
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in the vehicle the subjects turned south on highway 191. They quickly turned left onto another street 
and was speeding across the bridge. The Officer sped up but the vehicle quickly turned into another 
yard, recklessly driving, nearly striking another vehicle. The driver continuously looked back at the 
Officer and was finally stopped at a gas station. Other Officers arrived from Clifton Police 
Department and Sheriff's Office. The car had no registration. Upon exit, the driver admitted he had 
lost his direction. Further search of vehicle yielded a glass bong pipe and meth. Eventually a drug 
dog was brought to the scene where they found additional drugs and paraphernalia. They started 
fighting over whose drugs belonged to who, the two were eventually arrested. The driver denied a 
blood draw, but a warrant for his blood was made and eventually came back positive by the DPS 
Lab. The driver insisted he had done nothing wrong and was only trying to help the woman get 
home. The woman continued to insist the driver had possession of the drugs. In the end they both 
charged with possession and sale of meth. 

• Officer stopped the vehicle for having blue headlamps, the driver did not have registration or
insurance, the Officer found the vehicle was registered to another person and the registration was
expired in 2017. The Officer also discovered the driver was not supposed to operate any motor
vehicle without an ignition interlock device, the tow company was called for the vehicle. As the
Officer was doing paperwork at the scene, a male passenger in the car started to walk away.  The
officer stopped passenger and ran his name and found he was on active probation. Officer then
searched the vehicle and discovered drug paraphernalia and an open container, passenger
admitted to drinking inside the vehicle. The officer then searched the male passenger and found
white crystal like substance in right front pocket and large rock light crystal in passenger door. Male
passenger was placed under arrest for ARS 13-3407A1 Dangerous Drug. After male passenger
was booked into the Greenlee County jail the Deputy discovered two plastic baggies underneath
the mattress in the cell where the male passenger was placed. The baggies were wet and chewed
on. The male passenger was then charged with ARS 13-2505A1 Promoting Prison Contraband, he
received 60 days in jail, with fines, and 5 years probation.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 33% 100% 

Cost per Conviction $8,569.80 $714.15 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 0% 0% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 0% 7% 
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Prosecution Projects: Greenlee County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-025 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 52 0 0 0 52 27 0 0 27 79 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 2 
Prosecuted 45 0 0 0 45 18 0 0 18 63 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 40 0 0 0 40 20 0 0 20 60 
Total Concluded Cases 40 0 0 0 40 20 0 0 20 60 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0 49 49 
Misdemeanor-Only 4 10 14 
Total 4 59 63 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 2 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 31 0 0 0 0 31 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 13 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 45 0 0 0 0 45 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 1 26 0 0 0 0 27 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 0 12 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 1 39 0 0 0 0 40 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 2 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 5 0 5 
Class 2 1 1 2 
Class 3 1 1 2 
Class 4 20 20 
Class 5 0 0 
Class 6 11 11 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 7 33 40 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 26 
Jury 0 
Non-Jury 14 
Total 40 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Total 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 2 2 12 0 0 7 7 0 0 30 
Paraphernalia 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 2 17 0 0 7 7 0 0 35 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 1 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 0 $0 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 0 $0 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 0 $0 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 0 
Concluded 0 
Pending 0 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 5 
Number of Trainings Provided 4 
Community Meetings Held 1 
School Presentations Offered 3 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  66,086 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  13,310 
  Total  $   79,396 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  26,201 
State  $  33,346 
Match  $  19,849 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the La Paz County Attorney's Office (LPCAO). This project provides the 
ability to handle drug and gang prosecution and asset forfeiture litigation cases for law enforcement 
agencies in La Paz County successfully. 

Objective 
To seek justice for the victims of drug and gang-related crimes; prosecute and convict drug and gang-
related offenders in a fair, judicious, and expedient manner.  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• On August 25, 2021, a DPS Trooper pulled over a vehicle on Interstate 10 and milepost 50 in La

Paz County after he witnessed the driver of the vehicle commit several traffic violations. After the
vehicle was pulled over the Trooper developed reasonable suspicion to prolong the traffic stop and
conduct a canine sniff of the vehicle. After the canine alerted to the vehicle, the vehicle was
searched and 34.8 pounds of methamphetamine and 2.8 pounds of fentanyl were discovered. The
street value of the drugs seized is estimated to be $100,000. The bond has been set for $150,000
and the defendant is in the custody of the La Paz County Sheriff’s Department (Parker Jail).

• On December 16, 2021, the La Paz County Sheriff’s Office, working in conjunction with US
Customs and Border Patrol, pulled over a vehicle on Interstate 10 and milepost 35 in La Paz
County. A subsequent search of the vehicle revealed 88 pounds of methamphetamine and 28
pounds of cocaine. The driver and the passenger were arrested and taken into custody. The
passenger was on felony pretrial release out of Yuma County for smuggling cocaine through the
San Luis, Arizona Port of Entry with Mexico. Both individuals were charged by the La Paz County
Attorney’s Office with multiple felony offenses including Transportation of Narcotic and Dangerous
Drugs over the statutory threshold. Both defendants are in custody and awaiting the setting of a
trial date.

• The defendant was charged with Sales of Narcotic Drugs, after he was pulled over and searched,
with a search yielding several packages of white powder. The powder tested positive for fentanyl
and weighed approximately 5.4 pounds. On March 21, 2002, the defendant took a plea offer and
changed his plea to guilty, pleading to Sales of Narcotic Drugs. On March 28, 2002, the defendant
was sentenced to 4 years to the Arizona Department of Corrections, concluding this case.

• The defendant was stopped and searched on the I-10. The search yielded 30 bundles of white
powder. That powder tested positive for methamphetamine, with a weight of approximately 47
pounds. A preliminary hearing was set and probable cause was found to bind the defendant over
into Superior Court. A pretrial conference has been set and a plea offer has been sent out to the
defense attorney.

La Paz County Attorney’s Office 
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Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 80% 37% 

Cost per Conviction $396.98 $902.23 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 75% 0% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 50% 35% 
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Prosecution Projects: La Paz County Attorney’s Office  Grant Number: DC-22-026 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 306 0 0 0 306 0 0 0 0 306 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 7 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 7 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 23 0 0 0 23 0 0 0 0 23 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 13 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 13 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 16 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 0 16 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 
Prosecuted 88 0 0 0 88 0 0 0 0 88 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 151 0 0 0 151 0 0 0 0 151 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 88 0 0 0 88 0 0 0 0 88 
Total Concluded Cases 239 0 0 0 239 0 0 0 0 239 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0 49 49 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 39 39 
Total 0 88 88 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 1 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 3 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 1 5 5 7 0 0 18 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 9 4 6 0 0 19 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 36 0 0 0 0 36 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Unknown Drug 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 
Total 0 0 2 54 18 14 0 0 88 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 3 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 1 5 5 7 0 0 18 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 9 4 6 0 0 19 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 36 0 0 0 0 36 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Unknown Drug 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 
Total 0 0 2 54 18 14 0 0 88 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 1 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 39 0 39 
Class 2 1 4 5 
Class 3 0 7 7 
Class 4 11 11 
Class 5 1 1 
Class 6 25 25 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 40 48 88 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 88 
Jury 0 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 88 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 2 4 8 0 0 0 6 0 0 20 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 10 2 5 0 0 0 2 0 0 19 
Paraphernalia 1 6 16 0 0 0 12 1 0 36 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Unknown Drug 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 
Total 19 12 35 0 0 0 21 1 0 88 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 1 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 4 $23,379 
Other 1 $120 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 2 $6,791 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 3 $1,390 
Total 10 $31,680 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 0 
Concluded 7 
Pending 2 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 6 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  808,893 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  267,628 
  Total  $   1,076,521 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  725,233 
State  $  82,158 
Match  $  269,130 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Maricopa County Attorney's Office (MCAO), which assigns 
investigators directly to multi-jurisdictional task forces in Maricopa County. The two trial bureaus and one 
diversion section maintain 24-hour on-call attorneys to assist law enforcement agencies throughout 
Maricopa County in narcotics case development, investigation, and processing. The diversion section 
screens and evaluates drug use law violators for an extensive deferred prosecution program.  

Objective 
To vigorously prosecute those who commit crimes within Maricopa County; reduce crime related to illegal 
drug activities, gangs, and address violence; provide the highest quality service and maintain the integrity 
of the criminal justice system throughout the prosecution phase and seek to implement, promote and 
participate in programs that reduce crime and enhance the quality of community life. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• MCAO was contacted by El Mirage Police Department regarding a new Safe Streets Project. El

Mirage, along with other west valley police departments, is partnering to address the drug turf war
sparked after the completion of Operation Blue Crush and Operation Sweet Tooth in 2020. The
sting operations involved a fentanyl trafficking ring operating within El Mirage. The two operations
resulted in numerous arrests, charges, and convictions with other cases still making their way
through the courts. The investigations are ongoing with additional arrests and convictions expected.

• MCAO is prosecuting a three co-defendant homicide that involved a cartel hit. One defendant shot
and killed a cousin who owed him a drug debt, and along with his brother and his other cousin,
cleaned up the crime scene and tried to dispose of the body. The brothers work for the Sinaloa
Drug Cartel. The cousin called the police and gave them information which led to the discovery of
one of the brother’s car with the deceased in the trunk. The brothers knew their cousin called the
police and fled to Mexico. They were recently caught at the border. The cousin participated in a
free talk and entered into a cooperation agreement, whereby his charges will be dismissed if he
testifies truthfully at trial. The State extended plea offers and the parties are currently engaged in
settlement negotiations.

• MCAO was assigned to a wiretap investigation with DEA/Chandler Police. Wire interceptions began
in January 2020 and ended on April 20, 2020. Police seized Methamphetamine, Cocaine, Heroin,
Fentanyl, Cannabis, 177 Marijuana plants, Marijuana, and Narcotic Prescription Pills. The
investigation spanned Maricopa and Pinal Counties. Police seized over $60,000 in cash and
recovered a stolen vehicle. One of the main suspects fled to Mexico in February 2020 but police
were able to receive intercepts from his phone in Mexico. Police submitted charges for 29 suspects.
MCAO filed charges on 17 suspects. The case was presented to the Grand Jury on April 28, 2021.
The Grand Jury indicted all 17 suspects with 60 counts. MCAO appeared for the returns and

Maricopa County Attorney’s Office 
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successfully requested warrants with some defendants having cash-only bonds between $300,000 
to $450,000.  

• The defendant was indicted on Murder 1, Class 1 Dangerous, and Armed Robbery, Class 2
Dangerous. In May 2017, police were called out to a park and located the 21-year-old victim
deceased from a gunshot wound. A 9mm casing was found nearby. In the street was the victim’s
vehicle. The defendant was indicted almost two years after the shooting. Police contacted various
individuals, reviewed messages and calls from the victim’s cell phone, and checked social
accounts. Police discovered that a drug deal was arranged between the victim and someone using
the defendant’s girlfriend’s cell phone. After repeated interviews with several individuals, police
learned that the defendant used his girlfriend as a ruse to conduct a drug deal with the victim. When
the victim arrived, the defendant (and another) robbed the victim, shot him, and took off running as
did other young men in the park. The defendant and his girlfriend left Phoenix to return to
Tennessee. The girlfriend denied any involvement, but during her last interview, she told police
what had occurred. The defendant was interviewed a few more times and continued to deny
involvement. He agreed to a polygraph and failed it. During the last interview, the defendant
admitted how the events occurred, and denied shooting the victim. He said that the other suspect
and himself were hiding behind a pillar knowing the victim would contact his girlfriend. When the
victim was in the best position, both men came out from behind the pillar and went after the victim.
During the struggle, the victim was shot. The defendant was sentenced. The plea was Murder,
Second Degree, Class 1 Dangerous Felony with a prison range of 14 to 20 years. The Court agreed
with the recommendation of MCAO to sentence the defendant to 20 years.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 78% 70% 

Cost per Conviction $138.91 $108.78 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 50% 45% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 11% 4% 

133



Prosecution - Task Force Activities 

 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

Prosecution Projects: Maricopa County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-027
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 15,179 580 1,341 104 17,204 8,287 989 756  10,032 27,236 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 1,218 121 98 18 1,455 62 21 9 92 1,547 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 982 174 78 29 1,263 694 102 67  863 2,126 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 2,197 134 171 20 2,522 1,949 178 137  2,264 4,786 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 2,484 38 291 10 2,823 100 74 22  196 3,019 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 1,821 59 153 14 2,047 1,377 215 103  1,695 3,742 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 494 2 9 0 505 151 1 0  152 657 
Prosecuted 9,898 623 875 151 11,547 3,962 482 545  4,989 16,536 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 3,550 35 12 1 3,598 538 10 15  563 4,161 
Acquitted 1 0 0 0 1 11 0 0 11 12 
Convicted 6,327 474 215 16 7,032 2,693 101 70  2,864 9,896 
Total Concluded Cases 9,878 509 227 17 10,631 3,242 111 85  3,438 14,069 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 33 261 22 0 0 0 316 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 4 23 0 0 0 0 27 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 70 1,093 20 0 1,449 0 2,632 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 20 260 7 0 0 0 287 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Marijuana 0 0 23 230 26 0 0 0 279 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 152 2,995 58 0 0 0 3,205 
Other Drug 4 3 119 515 50 4 0 0 695 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 106 0 0 0 0 106 
PCP 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 7 2 0 0 451 3,537 3,997 
Total 4 3 428 5,488 183 4 1,900 3,537 11,547 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 2,015 13,973 15,988 
Misdemeanor-Only 38 510 548 
Total 2,053 14,483 16,536 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 12 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 25 88 21 0 0 0 134 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 2 23 13 0 0 0 38 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 124 1,174 58 0 633 0 1,989 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 28 304 15 0 0 0 347 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 7 
Marijuana 0 3 49 151 29 0 0 0 232 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 202 2,580 58 0 0 0 2,840 
Other Drug 1 0 16 65 6 0 0 0 88 
Paraphernalia 0 3 0 1,290 0 0 0 0 1,293 
PCP 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 3 1 1 0 24 33 62 
Total 1 6 452 5,682 201 0 657 33 7,032 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 3 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 295 0 295 
Class 2 0 631 631 
Class 3 0 67 67 
Class 4 4,911 4,911 
Class 5 2 2 
Class 6 487 487 
Undesignated 0 639 639 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 295 6,737 7,032 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 7,018 
Jury 13 
Non-Jury 1 
Total 7,032 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 136 2 95 44 0 0 1 17 0 295 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 631 5 800 343 0 0 2 560 0 2,341 
Total 767 7 895 387 0 0 3 577 0 2,636 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 7 0 15 6 0 0 0 0 0 28 
Crack (cocaine) 2 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 113 1 253 86 0 0 0 30 0 483 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 11 0 26 14 0 0 0 2 0 53 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Marijuana 7 0 16 1 0 0 0 0 0 24 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 129 1 253 97 0 0 0 62 0 542 
Other Drug 2 0 13 2 0 0 0 1 0 18 
Paraphernalia 12 5 658 31 0 0 2 70 0 778 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 60 1 24 0 0 1 2 0 88 
Total 283 67 1,242 262 0 0 3 167 0 2,024 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 1 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 914 $5,645,846 
Other 243 $511 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 114 $4,426 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 440 $5,115 
Total 1,711 $5,655,898 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 479 
Concluded 216 
Pending 85 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 44 
Number of Trainings Provided 11 
Community Meetings Held 27 
School Presentations Offered 1 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  109,295 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  46,997 
  Total  $    156,292 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  51,576 
State  $  65,643 
Match  $  39,073 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Mohave County Attorney's Office (MCAO) to effectively charge and 
prosecute drug law violators arrested by the Mohave Area General Narcotics Enforcement Team 
(MAGNET) and carry out civil litigation to obtain the forfeiture of assets seized from drug traffickers. The 
project handles drug and gang case prosecutions for all law enforcement agencies in Mohave County, one 
of the counties that make up Arizona’s portion of the federally designated Southwest Border High-Intensity 
Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA). 

Objective 
To reduce illicit drug activity in Mohave County through the successful prosecution of all drug offenders 
and to aid law enforcement by supporting and guiding officers so that major traffickers, distribution 
organizations, and manufacturers/producers can be brought to justice.  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• On August 12, 2021, in the area of Milepost 5 of Interstate 40, law enforcement conducted a traffic

stop on a vehicle for conducting an unsafe lane change and for following too closely. During the
stop, the suspect consented to a search of the vehicle. During a search, law enforcement found a
large Ziploc bag containing a brown tar substance that later field tested positive for heroin. The
Ziploc bag was found in a blue duffle bag in the rear cargo area of the vehicle. The Ziploc bag of
heroin weighed approximately 4.5 pounds. In the same duffle bag, law enforcement found a fire
extinguisher that contained approximately 4.5 pounds of fentanyl pills – estimated to be
approximately 55,000 pills. Law enforcement also found a rectangle package in a burlap sack in
the rear cargo area. Inside the sack were multiple Tupperware containers full of a substance that
later field tested positive for methamphetamine. There was a total of 30 Tupperware containers
containing methamphetamine which had a total weight of approximately 75 pounds.

• In August 2021, law enforcement was conducting aerial surveillance and noticed 5 large
greenhouses in a wash with one additional greenhouse under construction. Detectives later
conducted additional surveillance from nearby Arizona trust land. During that surveillance, they
noticed that the greenhouses contained marijuana plants. In checking nearby license plate readers,
law enforcement was able to find pictures of a truck – registered to the suspect and owner of the
land – driving by the reader with greenhouse supplies in the bed of the truck and an attached trailer.
On August 25, 2021, a search warrant was executed at the property. During execution, law
enforcement seized approximately 1,709 marijuana plants, with a total weight of 922.95 pounds
(wet weight). Law enforcement estimated that the value of the marijuana that the plants could
produce was between $3,418,000 - $10,254,000.

• On November 8, 2021, law enforcement conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle after it was traveling
at speeds more than 100 mph. During the stop, law enforcement discovered – after conducting a
records check – that the suspect had an active warrant for his arrest. The suspect’s warrant had

Mohave County Attorney’s Office 
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been issued for failing to appear for a court hearing on an active case that involved possessing 
narcotic drugs for sale. Law enforcement ultimately arrested the suspect and conducted a pre-tow 
inventory of the vehicle. Inside the vehicle, law enforcement found a backpack in the backseat. 
Inside the backpack, law enforcement located a black container that contained multiple baggies. 
Inside three of these baggies were blue “M 30” pills – suspected by law enforcement of being 
fentanyl pills. The baggies containing the blue pills had an approximate weight of 26.1 grams. A 
trace field test on the blue pills showed the presence of fentanyl and methamphetamine. In addition, 
two separate baggies were found which contained a black powder substance that had a strong 
vinegar smell. The black powder substance later field tested positive for heroin and had a collective 
approximate weight of 29.2 grams. The street value of this amount of heroin is approximately 
$2,920. On the suspect’s person, law enforcement also found approximately $2,617. Thereafter, 
Detectives obtained and executed a search warrant on the cellphone belonging to the suspect. In 
reviewing its contents, law enforcement found multiple messages related to the sale of illegal drugs. 
Messages were also found between the suspect and the suspect’s believed source of supply. 
These messages included requests by the suspect for large amounts of heroin and fentanyl pills.  

• In January of 2022, the Mohave County Sheriff’s Office partnered with the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives in an undercover investigation. During this investigation,
multiple controlled buys were conducted from a suspect in the Kingman area using an undercover
agent. During the first buy, the agent purchased approximately 1.5 pounds of methamphetamine
and approximately 1 ounce of cocaine in exchange for $8,500. During a second buy, the agent
purchased approximately 1.25 pounds of methamphetamine in exchange for $8,000. A third buy
was ultimately set up, and the suspect was arrested and taken into custody during the transaction.
At the third buy, the suspect had arrived with approximately 12 ounces of fentanyl pills
(approximately 3000 – 5000 pills), 15 ounces of methamphetamine, and .68 ounces of cocaine.

• On March 17, 2022, an inspection was conducted on a semi-truck at the Arizona port of entry.
During the inspection, a canine that alerts to the odor of controlled substances conducted an open-
air sniff around the truck – to which it ultimately alerted. After the canine alerted, the driver informed
law enforcement that he “messed up” and that he had drugs in the vehicle. During a search of the
vehicle, law enforcement found 3 duffle bags that contained several kilogram-sized packages.
Inside the packages was a white powdery substance which later field tested positive for cocaine.
The total collective weight of these packages was approximately 65 kilograms. This amount of
cocaine has an approximate street value of $2,000,000. The driver admitted to transporting the
cocaine and stated that he was doing so in exchange for $65,000.

• On May 26, 2022, law enforcement executed a search warrant at a marijuana grow that had been
discovered in rural Mohave County. Multiple individuals had been found present at this grow as law
enforcement arrived on the scene. During execution, 6 greenhouses were located by law
enforcement. Four of these greenhouses contained approximately 1,200 mature marijuana plants.
The two remaining greenhouses contained hundreds of pounds of cultivated marijuana being dried
and trimmed for marijuana buds. One of the individuals present at the grow informed law
enforcement that he was paying $10,000 to lease the property for the grow and that he was paying
two individuals $3,000 per month to assist with the operation and was paying the rest of the workers
$150 a day. This individual also confirmed that the proper licenses had not been obtained to grow
marijuana.

• On June 6, 2022, law enforcement officers conducted a traffic stop on a semi-truck after it passed
a required port of entry stop in Mohave County. During the stop, the individual gave law
enforcement officers consent to search the vehicle. During the search, law enforcement found
multiple vacuumed sealed bags housing a white substance. These bags were found in the sleeper
area of the vehicle. This substance later field tested positive for cocaine and weighed approximately
232.7 pounds. In a subsequent interview, the individual informed law enforcement that he had
never done anything like this before and that he was being paid $10,000 to transport the bags.
MAGNET detectives approximate the street value for this amount of cocaine at approximately $3.5
million.
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Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 84% 70% 

Cost per Conviction $94.72 $139.30 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 287% 163% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 64% 13% 
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Prosecution Projects: Mohave County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-028
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 1,542 2 0 0 1,544 503 1 1  505 2,049 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 44 0 0 0 44 4 0 0 4 48 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 80 0 0 0 80 35 0 0 35 115 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prosecuted 1,218 0 0 0 1,218 387 0 0  387 1,605 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 339 0 0 0 339 139 0 0  139 478 
Acquitted 1 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 4 5 
Convicted 878 0 0 0 878 244 0 0  244 1,122 
Total Concluded Cases 1,218 0 0 0 1,218 387 0 0  387 1,605 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 1 8 5 0 0 0 0 14 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Fentanyl 0 9 22 20 0 0 0 0 51 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 4 28 26 0 0 0 0 58 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 11 27 71 0 0 0 0 109 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 24 82 153 0 0 0 0 259 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 708 0 0 0 0 708 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 1 0 10 0 0 0 0 11 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 4 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 50 171 997 0 0 0 0 1,218 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0    874 874 
Misdemeanor-Only 0    731 731 
Total 0 1,605 1,605 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 13 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 7 2 0 0 0 0 9 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 26 3 0 0 0 0 29 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 29 3 0 0 0 0 32 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 1 21 17 0 0 0 0 39 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 83 40 0 0 0 0 123 
Paraphernalia 0 0 1 638 0 0 0 0 639 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 172 705 0 0 0 0 878 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 4 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 583 0 583 
Class 2 11 82 93 
Class 3 0 62 62 
Class 4 50 50 
Class 5 9 9 
Class 6 56 56 
Undesignated 0 15 15 
Unknown 0 10 10 
Total 594 284 878 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 866 
Jury 12 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 878 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 108 1 16 119 0 0 0 0 0 244 
Total 108 1 16 119 0 0 0 0 0 244 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 3 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 9 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 21 0 1 7 0 0 0 0 0 29 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 22 0 1 8 1 0 0 0 0 32 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 3 9 26 0 0 5 0 0 43 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 69 0 8 49 0 0 0 0 0 126 
Paraphernalia 17 10 110 491 0 0 4 0 0 632 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Prescription Sedative 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 134 13 133 588 1 0 9 0 0 878 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 4 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 41 $1,370,982 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 11 $85,851 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 10 $15,201 
Total 62 $1,472,034 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 27 
Concluded 44 
Pending 76 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 8 
Number of Trainings Provided 2 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  89,215 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  33,902 
  Total  $   123,117 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  40,629 
State  $  51,709 
Match  $  30,779 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Navajo County Attorney's Office (NCAO). This project provides full-
time, dedicated case prosecution and asset forfeiture litigation services to the Navajo County Major Crimes 
Apprehension Team (MCAT) and other law enforcement agencies in Navajo County. 

Objective  
To reduce and eventually eliminate the use, sale, manufacture, and transportation of illicit and controlled 
substances within Navajo County. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• This case involves the participation of the Navajo County Sheriff’s Office and the DEA. The

defendant was caught transporting roughly 12 lbs of methamphetamine on the I-40. His co-
defendant had another several ounces of methamphetamine on her person. The members of the
DEA, NCAO, and NCSO did a free talk to learn what additional information the defendant may have
regarding his drug trafficking. Unfortunately, he did not provide sufficient information to work out a
cooperation agreement. His phone provided information that led to the discovery of his source
down in Tucson and led to the apprehension of the source in Tucson. The co-defendant agreed to
testify against the defendant. The only issue, in this case, is that the K9 that was utilized is a four-
odor K9. Since marijuana is now legal that begs the question of whether the alert was valid. The
defendant intends to take this case to trial and file a suppression motion regarding the dog. The
case is ongoing and we’re expecting a suppression hearing within the next month.

• NCAO was able to obtain a resolution on a 200K money laundering case. Defendants had set up
an ATM business in the California area. DPS, through some great investigation including various
subpoenas on social media, phone downloads, and bank information was able to put together a
clear enough picture to show that the funds were part of an illegal money laundering scheme. This
included the purchase of large amounts of Marijuana being purchased, shipped, and delivered to
the various ATMs. This one would have been pretty tough to close without strong coordinated
efforts by all involved.

• Through our partnership with the DPS GITEM task force, a substantial drug operation was shut
down in the Winslow area. This was accomplished through the use of new Confidential informants
and undercover officers. The new arrests and cases generated by this operation are estimated to
be about 20-30. This will hopefully have an immense impact on the Winslow area.

• Navajo County coordinated with the US Attorney’s Office to hold an opioid overdose
investigation/prosecution forum. The emphasis was on the investigation and prosecution of those
who provided the drugs that caused the death. We held the meeting at the County Sheriff’s office.
The US Attorney brought an investigator from the DEA. They trained a majority of our agencies in

Navajo County Attorney’s Office 
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the county on how best to go about investigating overdose deaths. We shared with the agencies 
what we needed to go forward with these types of cases. Overall it was a great meeting. 

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 88% 89% 

Cost per Conviction $559.62 $528.40 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 88% 41% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 46% 22% 
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Prosecution Projects: Navajo County Attorney’s Office  Grant Number: DC-22-029 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 290 0 0 0 290 0 0 0 0 290 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 30 0 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 30 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prosecuted 233 0 0 0 233 0 0 0 0 233 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 29 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 0 29 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 233 0 0 0 233 0 0 0 0 233 
Total Concluded Cases 262 0 0 0 262 0 0 0 0 262 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0 231 231 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 2 2 
Total 0  233 233 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 14 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 5 44 8 0 0 0 57 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 6 0 17 91 4 2 0 0 120 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 6 0 0 7 0 13 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 13 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 2 22 3 0 0 0 27 
Total 6 0 24 179 15 2 7 0 233 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 5 44 8 0 0 0 57 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 7 0 16 91 4 2 0 0 120 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 13 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 13 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 3 22 2 0 0 0 27 
Total 7 0 24 186 14 2 0 0 233 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 14 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 2 0 2 
Class 2 0 72 72 
Class 3 0 49 49 
Class 4 74 74 
Class 5 10 10 
Class 6 26 26 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 2 231 233 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 232 
Jury 1 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 233 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 1 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 2 0 48 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 38 0 58 0 0 0 0 0 0 96 
Paraphernalia 2 0 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 11 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 13 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 8 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 
Total 51 0 130 15 0 0 0 0 0 196 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 13 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 7 $65,152 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 2 $238,782 
Vehicles 0 $0 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 9 $303,934 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 22 
Concluded 9 
Pending 30 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 5 
Number of Trainings Provided 10 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  273,294 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  85,898 
  Total  $   359,192 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  118,533 
State  $  150,861 
Match  $  89,798 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Pima County Attorney's Office (PCAO), the Tandem Prosecution for 
the Tucson/Pima Counter Narcotics Alliance (CNA), and provides prosecution and court litigation services 
for all law enforcement agencies in Pima County. Pima is one of the counties federally designated as a 
Southwest Border High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA). 

Objective  
To reduce and prevent drug-related crime by collaborating with the CAN to conduct narcotics 
investigations and tandem prosecutions, as well as prosecuting felony narcotics cases presented by 
individual law enforcement agencies operating in the county. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• Community Protection Bureau Team 4 prosecutor obtained a guilty verdict at a jury trial for the

crimes of aggravated assault and robbery. The Defendant had a violent criminal history and was
on parole for armed robbery and aggravated assault at the time of the offense. On the day of the
offense, which was February 1, 2021, the defendant entered a Circle K located just west of the U
of A campus after midnight. The lone Circle K employee watched the Defendant place two heavy,
40-ounce beer bottles into his pants pockets. He then selected a third bottle and retained it in his
hand. The Defendant then tried to leave the store without paying. The Circle K employee and the
man who was with the Defendant both asked him to pay for the beer and tried to prevent him from
leaving. The Circle K employee held onto the door handles to prevent him from walking out. The
Defendant rammed into the doors several times, which knocked the victim off balance. He then
struck the victim over the head with the 40-ounce bottle he retained in his hand several times. The
blows to the victim caused him to release his grip on the door handles which allowed the Defendant
to walk away, where police officers found him ten minutes later drinking one of the stolen 40-ounce
beers. The victim did not suffer permanent injury from the attack and provided strong testimony at
trial. The jury found also beyond a reasonable doubt that the heavy, 40-ounce beer bottle which
was used to strike the victim was a "dangerous instrument" which will serve to enhance his
sentence.

• Detectives assigned to the C.N.A. Conspiracy section concluded a multi-month narcotics trafficking
and money laundering investigation which resulted in a 59-count indictment. The case was initiated
with tip information that the Defendant was a significant drug dealer who operated in Tucson.
Further investigation led to the judicial authorization of a GPS tracker warrant for the Defendant's
vehicle. The tracker data showed that the Defendant, who had no legal employment, made
numerous brief stops at different locations around Tucson during the day with no discernible pattern
to his movements. On May 21, 2021, detectives learned that he stopped at a storage facility just
before he drove to a dealership and paid $45,000 cash as a down payment for a GMC Yukon.
Detectives discovered that the Defendant was paying for a storage unit at the facility although the

Pima County Attorney’s Office 
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unit he paid for was in the name of a female subject. Bank account records were obtained and they 
showed large sums of cash deposits coming into the account from different persons. A search 
warrant for the storage unit was obtained and then served. Over three ounces of heroin was seized 
along with 1.5 pounds of cocaine, 900 fentanyl pills, seven pounds of marijuana, 17 pounds of hash 
oil, 49 guns, and thousands of rounds of ammunition. The Defendant's cell phone revealed 
numerous communications related to the sales of drugs and firearms. Also located in the storage 
shed was $222,882 in U.S. currency. The Defendant's live-in girlfriend’s cell phone was also 
searched and found to contain text messages which suggested she was selling cocaine in small 
quantities. Texts also showed that she was in communication with a person who produced three 
fraudulent pay stubs to show that she was an assistant manager at a Panda Express restaurant. 

• Starting in mid-2021, numerous citizen complaints were received about a food truck that was
suspected of selling drugs at the corner of E. 5th and N. Alvernon in Tucson. The complaints
associated the suspected drug sales at the food truck with break-ins, vandalism, stolen property,
and a nearby camp of homeless people who appeared to be buying drugs from the food truck
operator. TPD command staff in coordination with C.N.A. evaluated the situation and decided not
only to conduct extensive visual surveillance but to also introduce an undercover TPD community
response team officer into the food truck area at the same time. The surveillance officers quickly
realized that the citizen complaints were correct. Numerous people had brief meetings with the food
truck operator which would take place not at the food truck but inside the food truck operator's
nearby parked car. Traffic stops were made of suspected buyers as far away from the food truck
as possible. The persons who were stopped had fentanyl pills and admitted that they had bought
them from the food truck operator. The goal of the UC was to make contact with the food truck
operator himself and attempt to make his own drug buys. The undercover needed time to show his
face and speak with the people who were hanging around the food truck. He developed an
undercover identity and a backstory to explain why he was looking for drugs and also why he would
not appear every day at the food truck. The time spent with this process paid off. The undercover
was able to establish a trusting relationship with the Defendant and was able to make three
successful 20 to 40 fentanyl pill buys from him over a two-month period. The investigation also
revealed that the Defendant's son was also involved in selling fentanyl pills. The investigation was
closed with the arrest and indictments of the Defendant, his son, their supplier, and the
impoundment of the food truck in January of 2022.

• On February 4, 2022, detectives assigned to Counter Narcotics Alliance responded to the death of
16-year-old high school student D.S., who was found unresponsive in her room by her mom. Drug
paraphernalia was found in her room. OME concluded later that her death was due to fentanyl
intoxication. The CNA detectives, who specialize in drug overdose investigations, interviewed
D.S.’s mom and her best friend to locate the dealer who supplied D.S. with the fentanyl which killed
her. D.S.’s friend admitted that he was walking with D.S. when D.S. had a “secretive” meeting with
an unknown woman in a white SUV. Later that night, D.S. admitted that she had a “yerk”, which is
an M30 pill with fentanyl. D.S.’s phone was downloaded. Drug-related texts were discovered with
two contacts just before the meeting with the white SUV. The investigation revealed that the contact
who supplied and delivered the fentanyl was the Defendant, an adult subject. The person who
connected D.S. with the Defendant was a 16-year-old acquaintance, “C”. A text message and photo
sent by C, who was in the white SUV, were taken through the front window of the white SUV before
the meeting and helped proved that the Defendant delivered the fentanyl. The vehicle hood in the
photo is white and has a distinctive air grill across the top. The Defendant is the registered owner
of a white BMW SUV. The SUV has a hood that matches the distinct one in the cell phone photo.
The Defendant had 5 fentanyl pills in her possession. The download of her phone showed
messages about the sale of the fentanyl pills to D.S. which matched those found on the phones of
D.S. and "C". Also located were other text strings which referenced other deals with other subjects.
The grand jury indicted the Defendant for manslaughter, sale of a narcotic drug and other charges
related to items and conditions present when her home was searched.
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Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 89% 77% 

Cost per Conviction $224.50 $180.32 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 94% 181% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 19% 10% 
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Prosecution Projects: Pima County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-030 
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 1,309 30 0 0 1,339 2,158 0 0  2,158 3,497 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 3 0 0 0 3 16 0 0 16 19 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 43 0 0 0 43 45 0 0 45 88 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 8 0 0 0 8 32 0 0 32 40 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 222 0 0 0 222 705 0 0  705 927 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prosecuted 1,026 66 0 0 1,092 1,194 0 0  1,194 2,286 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 234 1 0 0 235 347 1 0  348 583 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 818 20 0 0 838 1,153 0 1  1,154 1,992 
Total Concluded Cases 1,052 21 0 0 1,073 1,500 1 1  1,502 2,575 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0  2,286 2,286 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 0  2,286 2,286 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 17 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 25 7 0 0 0 27 0 0 59 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 156 9 2 0 0 128 0 0 295 
Hashish 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 7 
Heroin 30 1 0 0 0 35 0 0 66 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Marijuana 5 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 6 
Marijuana Plants 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 95 12 0 0 0 272 0 0 379 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 3 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 7 
Prescription Sedative 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 4 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 263 265 
Total 322 32 3 0 0 472 0 263 1,092 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 838 838 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 838 838 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 0 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 0 0 0 
Class 2 0 0 0 
Class 3 0 0 0 
Class 4 0 0 
Class 5 0 0 
Class 6 0 0 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 838 838 
Total 0 838 838 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 838 
Jury 0 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 838 
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Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 22 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 363 76 45 46 0 0 0 212 0 742 
Total 364 76 45 46 0 0 0 213 0 744 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 8 0 1 0 0 0 0 18 0 27 
Crack (cocaine) 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 6 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 23 20 15 9 0 0 0 47 0 114 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 
Heroin 16 8 10 1 0 0 0 51 0 86 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 5 
Marijuana Plants 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 64 44 20 15 0 0 0 128 0 271 
Paraphernalia 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 8 
Prescription Sedative 2 4 1 0 0 0 0 7 0 14 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Unknown Drug 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 
Total 118 77 50 25 0 0 0 276 0 546 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 202 $364,114 
Other 104 $25,210 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 2 $122,000 
Vehicles 59 $436,527 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 181 $49,489 
Total 548 $997,340 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 68 
Concluded 123 
Pending 80 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 1 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  139,319 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  45,452 
  Total  $   184,771 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  60,974 
State  $  77,604 
Match  $  46,193 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Pinal County Attorney's Office (PCAO) and provides drug and gang 
case prosecution services generated by the activities of the Pinal County Sheriff's Narcotics Task Force 
(PCNTF). The unit handles all drug and gang prosecutions for the task force and all other law enforcement 
agencies in Pinal County. Pinal County is designated as part of the Southwest Border High-Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA). 

Objective 
Pinal County Attorney’s Office has five focus areas related to the prosecution of drug-related cases: the 
interdiction of the international drug trade, the suppression of local drug dealing activity, which is often 
gang-related, the efficient management of simple drug possession cases, drug court, and drug diversion 
programs, and conduct ongoing police training.  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• During this past quarter, the attorneys in the Pinal County Attorney’s Office’s Drug Bureau obtained

guilty verdicts in several trials for defendants with significant histories of criminal drug activity within
Pinal County. In one trial, the defendant was on parole for a drug offense when he was stopped for
a traffic violation in Casa Grande. The officer searching his vehicle after a K-9 alert discovered
several ounces of methamphetamine in the center console. After the officer obtained a search
warrant for two cellphones in the defendant’s possession, the cellphone examiner found evidence
that showed the defendant was conspiring with family members residing in several Arizona counties
to obtain methamphetamine from Mexico and sell it throughout the state. The jury, in this case,
returned guilty verdicts on all counts. In another trial, the defendant was a long-time resident in
Coolidge with an extensive history of drug convictions and a reputation for selling illegal drugs in
the community. After he was stopped for a traffic violation by local law enforcement, police found a
baggie containing approximately 11 grams of cocaine in his car. He denied knowledge or
possession of the narcotic drug. Although the jury returned a guilty verdict for simple possession,
the defendant’s extensive criminal history ensures that he will be incarcerated for a significant
amount of time. Finally, bureau members successfully prosecuted a female defendant from San
Manuel who sold one pill of fentanyl to undercover officers in 2018. This was one of the Pinal
County Task Force’s first fentanyl investigations, which began after local law enforcement provided
information about fentanyl being sold out of a convenience store in this rural community. Even
though undercover officers only were able to purchase one fentanyl pill, the jury returned guilty
verdicts for the sale itself as well as the conspiracy between the defendant and her sister to sell the
narcotic drug.

• The Drug Bureau prosecutors and other attorneys in the PCAO hosted an eight-hour block of
advanced officer training for local law enforcement officers. The training format was intended to be
highly interactive and the classes provided in the first eight-hour block of training were designed to
meet requests received from various local law enforcement agencies. The goal of this first training

Pinal County Attorney’s Office 
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block was to address basic issues in report writing, search and seizure, and interview and 
interrogation from a prosecutor’s perspective. The final training block addressed the basics of gang 
investigations. The class make-up included several fairly new officers as well as a group of veteran 
law enforcement professionals. Despite the diversity of experience levels among the class 
participants, the interactive approach was highly successful, and overall reviews from the student 
participants were positive. Feedback from this first training is being used to develop the next eight-
hour training block, which will include hands-on training in courtroom testimony with a moot court 
practice segment. 

• Pinal County Attorney’s Office drug prosecutors had several significant jury trials. In one case, the
Pinal County Narcotics Task Force conducted an investigation based upon a tip that the female
defendant was advertising the sale of ‘blues’ on Facebook. An undercover officer contacted her
through Facebook Messenger and arranged to meet her in Casa Grande to buy fentanyl pills. After
the defendant met the undercover officer and sold him ten fentanyl pills for $100, other task force
members moved in for the arrest. The undercover officer captured the drug sale on video. Defense,
during the three-day trial, claimed entrapment but this defense proved to be unsuccessful. The jury
returned a guilty verdict after a short deliberation. In another drug case jury trial that occurred during
this quarter, the female passenger in a vehicle was charged with transporting a narcotic drug for
sale after approximately two pounds of heroin was found in her vehicle during a traffic stop on
Interstate 10. Although the defendant, in this case, admitted to being paid $200 to deliver
‘something’ to a friend, she denied knowing what drug she was transporting. The defense used this
part of the recorded admissions to argue that the defendant had no knowledge of the actual heroin
and thus, was not guilty. The prosecutor argued for and was granted an intentional ignorance jury
instruction. The jury reached a guilty verdict in this case as well.

• The Drug Bureau prosecutors and other attorneys in the Pinal County Attorney’s Office hosted two
four-hour blocks of courtroom testimony training. The first training block was provided to new
probation officers with the Pinal County Adult Probation Office. It focused on the probation officer’s
role as a witness in a contested probation violation hearing. The training included a classroom
portion, focusing on basic guidelines for courtroom testimony, and a practical section where the
participants testified in a mock contested probation violation hearing in a courtroom setting.
Attorneys from the Drug Bureau assumed the roles of the prosecutor and defense attorney to
provide a hands-on experience for the officer-witnesses. The Pinal County Superior Court judge
who presides over probation violation hearings participated as the judge for the mock court practical
exercises. The second training block is provided to new police officers from many of Pinal County’s
local agencies. This training also included a classroom portion and a practical section where the
participants testified in a courtroom setting. Based upon the extremely positive feedback from these
local law enforcement groups, this training will be provided quarterly, with additional training
programs being developed for law enforcement officers in specialized units.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 84% 95% 

Cost per Conviction $223.54 $209.25 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 63% 142% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 26% 23% 
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Prosecution Projects: Pinal County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-031
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 1,882 0 0 0 1,882 0 0 0 0 1,882 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 205 0 0 0 205 0 0 0 0 205 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 59 0 0 0 59 0 0 0 0 59 
Prosecuted 962 0 0 0 962 0 0 0 0 962 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 51 0 0 0 51 0 0 0 0 51 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 883 0 0 0 883 0 0 0 0 883 
Total Concluded Cases 934 0 0 0 934 0 0 0 0 934 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 6 30 1 0 0 0 37 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 41 251 8 0 0 0 300 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 2 15 0 0 0 0 17 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Ketamine 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
LSD 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Marijuana 0 0 4 6 1 0 0 0 11 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 41 445 5 0 0 0 491 
Other Drug 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 74 0 0 0 0 74 
PCP 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 10 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 2 2 4 0 0 0 0 8 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 2 99 846 15 0 0 0 962 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0  962 962 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 0  962 962 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 15 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 7 8 0 0 0 0 15 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 33 58 4 0 0 0 95 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 14 12 0 0 0 0 26 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 6 2 3 0 0 0 11 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 49 191 7 49 0 0 296 
Other Drug 0 0 8 0 2 0 0 0 10 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 421 0 0 0 0 421 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 119 699 16 49 0 0 883 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 6 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 19 4 23 
Class 2 0 136 136 
Class 3 0 8 8 
Class 4 309 309 
Class 5 3 3 
Class 6 127 127 
Undesignated 0 277 277 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 19 864 883 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 678 
Jury 7 
Non-Jury 198 
Total 883 

157



Prosecution - Task Force Activities 

 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 4 0 10 1 0 0 0 0 0 15 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 28 0 39 21 0 0 0 0 0 88 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 12 0 5 9 0 0 0 0 0 26 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 2 1 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 13 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 127 2 125 41 0 0 0 0 0 295 
Other Drug 1 0 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 10 
Paraphernalia 23 2 364 22 0 0 0 0 0 411 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 199 5 563 100 0 0 0 0 0 867 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 6 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 29 $408,521 
Other 1 $10 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 14 $66,170 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 6 $3,400 
Total 50 $478,101 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 33 
Concluded 47 
Pending 98 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 23 
Number of Trainings Provided 20 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  159,767 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  109,604 
  Total  $   269,371 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  88,892 
State  $  113,136 
Match  $  67,343 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Tucson City Prosecutor's Office (TCPO), a division of the Tucson City 
Attorney’s Office (TCAO). The Drug Enforcement Project handles all non-felony drug cases referred by the 
Tucson Police Department's Counter Narcotics Alliance (CNA) Task Force and the Pima County Attorney's 
Office (PCAO), along with asset forfeiture cases. The unit prosecutes drug cases in Tucson City Court. 

Objective 
To consistently and effectively screen, prepare and prosecute misdemeanor drug cases in Tucson City 
Court, support area law enforcement efforts; successfully process and litigate asset forfeiture cases; and 
increase opportunities for treatment by expanding the adult diversion program to provide a second level of 
monitored diversion, which will more fully assess and treat drug addiction. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• TCAO was successful in the prosecution of a prescription drug charge under A.R.S. § 28-

1381(A)(3). The underlying drug was oxycodone, and the defendant had been taken to a vehicle
after crashing it, so in essence, no DUI investigation was performed. This case was hard-fought,
with the defendant being represented by one of the more aggressive DUI defense firms. There
were several issues regarding pre-trial motion practice and jury instructions. Additionally, although
the oxycodone the defendant was charged with having in his system was obtained with a
prescription, there was the additional element of having to convince a jury to convict someone of
DUI for taking a prescription medication and overcome the affirmative defense. Any case where
the defendant obtained the prescription medication legally is an uphill battle, but here our line
prosecutor did a tremendous job and secured two guilty verdicts.

• TCAO was working more closely with our partner agencies DPS and TPD to work on the most
efficacious way to prosecute cases. DPS has recently transitioned to farming out their analysis of
urine to a private lab in Pennsylvania, and this has caused some difficulties in us obtaining the lab
reports and other information we need to successfully prosecute our drug DUI cases. We were able
to coordinate with DPS supervisors who gave us information that led to improvements in our
information chain and allowed us to have security in the continuing successful prosecution of our
DUIs. Additionally, one of our dedicated drug prosecutors recently took the lead in working with
TPD's community service program to improve investigation and reporting in drug-related cases.
These partnerships are important and valuable for our office's continued approach to prosecuting
drug crimes.

• Our drug prosecutors collaborate with the Tucson Police Department to provide additional training
to Community Service Officer candidates. CSOs are non-sworn officers who often respond to
scenes instead of sworn officers. Because of this, they receive less training at the Southern Arizona

Tucson City Attorney’s Office 
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Law Enforcement Training Center, and as a result, we determined that they were less well-
equipped to understand the intricacies of a misdemeanor drug prosecution. Accordingly, our drug 
prosecutors took it upon themselves to bring these candidates into our office for a week, have them 
shadow the prosecutors, watch trials, and gain a more thorough understanding of what drug 
prosecution may entail for their inevitable response to these types of cases. 

• TCAO successfully brought to trial and obtain a conviction on an eight-year-old drug DUI case. The
defendant had eluded justice for several years, going in and out of warrant status, convincing the
court to grant her continuances, and frankly making a mockery of the justice system. By some
miracle, our office still had all of the officers available. Our criminalists were able to give substitute
testimony on the lab report. The defendant's story was all the more compelling where the DUI
charge was for (allegedly) prescription medication, and where she testified at trial that the reason
she was taking the medication was for cancer. At one point, one of the jurors asked why it had
taken so long to bring the case to trial. Nevertheless, through all of that, we obtained a conviction.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 28% 38% 

Cost per Conviction $553.12 $488.88 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 0% 0% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 0% 1% 
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Prosecution Projects: Tucson City Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-033
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 3,992 0 0 0 3,992 0 0 0 0 3,992 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 60 0 0 0 60 0 0 0 0 60 
Prosecuted 511 0 0 0 511 0 0 0 0 511 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 952 0 0 0 952 0 0 0 0 952 
Acquitted 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Convicted 511 0 0 0 511 0 0 0 0 511 
Total Concluded Cases 1,464 0 0 0 1,464 0 0 0 0 1,464 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Drug 0 0 0 102 0 0 0 0 102 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 404 0 0 0 0 404 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 511 0 0 0 0 511 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0 0 0 
Misdemeanor-Only 110  401 511 
Total 110  401 511 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 1 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Drug 0 0 0 102 0 0 0 0 102 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 404 0 0 0 0 404 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 511 0 0 0 0 511 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 1 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 511 0 511 
Class 2 0 0 0 
Class 3 0 0 0 
Class 4 0 0 
Class 5 0 0 
Class 6 0 0 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 511 0 511 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 509 
Jury 2 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 511 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other Drug 0 2 22 77 0 0 1 0 0 102 
Paraphernalia 0 3 206 178 0 0 17 0 0 404 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 5 230 258 0 0 18 0 0 511 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 1 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 0 $0 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 0 $0 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 0 $0 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 0 
Concluded 0 
Pending 0 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
Community Meetings Held 0 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  102,516 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  29,617 
  Total  $   132,133 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  43,604 
State  $  55,496 
Match  $  30,033 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Yavapai County Attorney's Office (YCAO). This project allows the 
YCAO to handle all drug and gang prosecution cases effectively from the Partners Against Narcotics 
Trafficking (PANT) Task Force and all other law enforcement agencies in Yavapai County. 

Objective 
The Office of the Yavapai County Attorney is dedicated to the vigorous, expeditious, and fair administration 
of the criminal law to protect the public, to ensure that justice is done, and to the representation of county 
government for the best interests of the citizens of Yavapai County.  

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• YCAO assisted with an investigation and ongoing prosecution of an individual transporting large

amounts of methamphetamine into Yavapai County. During a multi-agency investigation in which
local, state, and federal agencies were involved, the suspect transported over 7 pounds of
methamphetamine and 1,500 fentanyl pills into Yavapai County to be sold to a detective working
in an undercover capacity. The assigned prosecutor met with and consulted with the partnering
agencies during the investigation. The assigned prosecutor also reviewed search warrants related
to the investigation and prepared an arrest warrant before the suspect was arrested.

• YCAO tried and obtained guilty verdicts the Defendant was convicted of transferring a narcotic drug
(fentanyl) and using an electronic device (cell phone) during a drug transaction. The individual to
whom the Defendant transferred the fentanyl, died of a drug overdose shortly after ingesting the
fentanyl. The assigned prosecutor spent a significant amount of time preparing this case for trial.
During the trial, several witnesses were called to testify from multiple law enforcement agencies
including members (at the time) of the Partners Against Narcotics Trafficking Task Force who
assisted with the investigation.

• YCAO prosecutor worked closely with law enforcement regarding an ongoing investigation into
several individuals affiliated with the Aryan Brotherhood prison gang that are trafficking stolen
firearms and large amounts of illicit drugs including methamphetamine and fentanyl. The assigned
prosecutor attended multiple briefings about this investigation and has been consulted frequently
regarding the filing of potential charges. This investigation has been a collaborative effort between
multiple law enforcement agencies including the Arizona Department of Public Safety, the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and the Partners Against Narcotics Trafficking.

• K9 officers assigned to the Partners Against Narcotics Trafficking Task Force made a traffic stop
on a vehicle traveling on an interstate through Yavapai County. As a result of the traffic stop,

Yavapai County Attorney’s Office 
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approximately 50,000 fentanyl pills were discovered. The driver was interviewed by detectives with 
the Partners Against Narcotics Trafficking Task Force and that individual provided information 
regarding a residence where the drugs were purchased. With the assistance of the Drug 
Enforcement Administration and Homeland Security Investigations, a search warrant was obtained 
for the residence identified. During the search of the residence approximately 147,000 fentanyl 
pills, 7 kilograms of fentanyl powder, 4 pounds of methamphetamine, $20,000 in U.S. currency, 
and firearms were seized. The assigned prosecutor answered several legal and investigative 
questions throughout the investigation. 

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 96% 98% 

Cost per Conviction $559.89 $557.52 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 80% 71% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 32% 31% 
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Prosecution Projects: Yavapai County Attorney’s Office Grant Number: DC-22-034
Drug Outcome Summary 

Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 1,066 0 0 0 1,066 0 0 0 0 1,066 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 8 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 8 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 8 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 8 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 61 0 0 0 61 0 0 0 0 61 
Prosecuted 1,054 0 0 0 1,054 0 0 0 0 1,054 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 5 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Convicted 237 0 0 0 237 0 0 0 0 237 
Total Concluded Cases 242 0 0 0 242 0 0 0 0 242 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 2 22 6 0 0 0 30 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 28 182 62 0 0 0 272 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Heroin 0 0 1 14 1 0 0 0 16 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 4 
Marijuana 2 2 7 4 27 2 0 0 44 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 39 409 44 0 0 0 492 
Other Drug 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 139 0 0 0 0 139 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 1 23 0 0 0 0 24 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 0 12 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 2 79 820 149 2 0 0 1,054 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 0 1,054 1,054 
Misdemeanor-Only 0 0 0 
Total 0 1,054 1,054 

Prescription Drug Prosecutions 
Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 37 

166



Prosecution - Task Force Activities 

 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 

Drug Convictions by Offense Type 
Buy / 

Receive 
Cultivate / 

Manufacture 
Distribute / 

Sell 
Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 9 33 12 0 0 0 54 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 10 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Marijuana 0 0 3 1 4 0 0 0 8 
Marijuana Plants 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 10 78 8 0 0 0 96 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 52 0 0 0 0 52 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 8 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 23 187 26 0 0 0 237 

Prescription Drug Convictions 
Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs 14 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 4 0 4 
Class 2 0 31 31 
Class 3 0 17 17 
Class 4 131 131 
Class 5 1 1 
Class 6 49 49 
Undesignated 0 4 4 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 4 233 237 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 234 
Jury 2 
Non-Jury 1 
Total 237 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 

Prison Jail Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service Fines Other Unknown Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 26 0 9 19 0 0 0 0 0 54 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 2 1 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 10 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Marijuana 2 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Marijuana Plants 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 26 7 13 49 1 0 0 0 0 96 
Paraphernalia 6 1 10 33 0 0 1 0 0 51 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 1 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Salvia 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 63 10 41 121 1 0 1 0 0 237 

Prescription Drug Sentenced 
Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 14 

Asset Forfeitures 
Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 41 $369,490 
Other 3 $191 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 22 $65,970 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 104 $182,411 
Total 170 $618,062 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 209 
Concluded 149 
Pending 1,212 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 3 
Number of Trainings Provided 3 
Community Meetings Held 1 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel  $  185,148 
Employee Related Expenditures  $  78,225 
  Total  $   263,373 

Fund Source:  
Federal - Byrne/JAG  $  86,913 
State  $  110,617 
Match  $  65,843 

Project Description 
The Prosecution for Yuma County Narcotics Task Force (YCNTF) is administered by the Yuma County 
Attorney’s Office (YCAO) and provides drug case prosecution and asset forfeiture litigation services to all 
law enforcement agencies in Yuma County, and particularly to the YCNTF. The unit also prosecutes drug 
cases referred by the United States Border Patrol, Drug Enforcement Administration, and the United States 
Customs and Border Protection. Yuma County is designated as a Southwest Border High-Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA).  

Objective 
To combat drug crime and drug-related gang and violent crime with vigorous prosecution, experienced 
prosecutors work together with the multi-agency YCNTF, federal authorities, and local law enforcement 
agencies to stop drug dealing and importation. 

Selected Quarterly Highlights 
• Methamphetamine and fentanyl continue to be major threats in Yuma County, however, we are

also seeing cocaine trafficking. The following are exemplars of the cases prosecuted this quarter.
Searches of residences have shut down at least five (5) locations where drug dealing was taking
place in Yuma County: (1) On July 7, 2021, Arizona DPS executed a search warrant at a residence
in which found three (3) firearms, indicia of drug sales and cash, along with 2.21 pounds of fentanyl
and 4.8 oz of methamphetamine. The residents admitted to using surveillance equipment to monitor
the law enforcement officers before entry. (2) On July 15, 21, a probation search of a defendant’s
residence yielded sixty-six (66) grams of methamphetamine and indicia of sales. One of the
residents admitted to selling meth. (3) On July 30, 2021, YCNTF (Yuma County Narcotics Task
Force) executed a search warrant on a defendant’s residence. They found eighty-five (85) grams
of methamphetamine and indicia of sales. (4) On August 13, 2021, YCNTF executed a search
warrant on a residence in which officers found thirty (30) grams of methamphetamine and indicia
of sales. (5) On August 27, 2021, YCNTF executed a search warrant on a residence in which were
found multiple bindles of cocaine totaling 27.3 grams, cash, a loaded gun, and indicia of sales. We
have numerous incidents in which defendants are caught bringing large quantities of
methamphetamine and fentanyl across the Mexican border into the United States: For example,
440 grams of fentanyl (July 14), 164 pounds of meth (September 7), 17 kg meth (September 25),
and 14.9 kg meth (September 2).

• YCAO recently achieved significant convictions against a local, violent gang member. This required
a month-long trial which resulted in a jury verdict in mid-October. The defendant was convicted of
Attempted Murder, Aggravated Assault with a deadly weapon, Aggravated Assault causing serious
physical injury, and Kidnapping. Testimony showed that the victim owed the defendant money. The
defendant and three others entered the victim’s home and forced one of the victim’s friends to lure
him into an ambush. Upon arriving, the defendant and another jumped him. The victim was shot
several times and one of the ambushers was hit by accident. While the defendant and others were

Yuma County Attorney’s Office 
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distracted by their injured friend, the victim fled the home. The defendant chased him down and a 
second man shot the victim several more times. Somehow, the victim survived. The prosecution 
collaborated with the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office, including their Criminal Investigations 
Department. Many of the witnesses in the case, including the victim, had criminal histories or gang 
ties. Several avoided subpoenas or were required to use immunity before testifying. Together with 
our County Attorney’s Investigator, along with hard work from the Sheriff’s Office, the state 
succeeded in obtaining guilty verdicts on all but two counts. The defendant will be sentenced to no 
less than 15.75 years in prison. 

• On January 31, 2022, the Yuma County Attorney's Office authorized charges against two co-
defendants for possession of dangerous drugs for sale, possession of narcotic drugs for sale, six
counts of child abuse (four of which are Dangerous Crimes Against Children), 13 counts of
misconduct involving weapons, and drug paraphernalia. On January 27, 2022, the Yuma County
Narcotics Taskforce (YCNTF) executed a search warrant on the defendant's home. Inside, they
found the Defendants with six minor children. Throughout the residence, law enforcement
discovered shrines to Santa Muerte containing money, alcohol, food, candy, weapons, and
photographs of drug lords like “El Chapo”, Amando Fuentes, and Rafael Quintero. The officers with
the YCNTF would find 4.509 pounds of methamphetamine within various areas of the house
including in individual baggies. They also found 1.58 pounds of blue m30 pills - which field tested
positive for fentanyl - totaling over 7,100 pills. Some of these pills were located inside a teddy bear,
which was found in the bedroom occupied by Defendant's 4-year-old girl. Multiple firearms were
discovered, along with $6,150 in cash, and a ledger and scale. The ledger included names and
sales amounts like “Bravo: $1,000” along with child drawings. The female defendant initially denied
involvement but was wearing a Santa Muerte necklace. She later made admissions including the
pills in the teddy bear. The male defendant made no admissions.

• On May 18, 2022, the Yuma County Attorney's Office authorized charges against two known gang
associates for two (2) counts of Attempted First Degree Murder, two (2) counts of Drive-by
Shooting, three (3) counts of Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon/Dangerous Instrument,
Misconduct Involving Weapons, Unlawful Flight, and Criminal Damage. on October 5, 2021 officers
were dispatched to an apartment complex to investigate reports of a shooting. Witnesses reported
seeing a dark grey Nissan circling with complex before stopping in front of two victims, asking for
their names, then opening fire. The vehicle then sped off, and circled the complex again, firing
several more shots in the direction of one victim's apartment. During the drive-by shooting, other
apartments were hit, including the home of a resident who was asleep on her couch. The bullet
entered through her window - directly above the couch - and was later found near the living room
wall of her apartment. The defendants then fled the scene. When contacted by law enforcement,
the defendants fled in the vehicle, crashing into several legally parked cars before exiting the
Nissan and fleeing from the area on foot. The defendants were later apprehended and admitted to
being in the vehicle that fled from the officer, though they denied knowledge of any shooting.

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Conviction Rate 71% 84% 

Cost per Conviction $0.00 $380.60 

Percentage of Forfeitures Concluded 103% 883% 

Percentage of Convicted Offenders Incarcerated 34% 28% 
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Prosecution Projects: Yuma County Attorney’s Office           Grant Number: DC-22-035 
Drug Outcome Summary 

 Drug Offenses Non-Drug Offenses 
 

Total Drug Only Drug & 
Violent 

Drug & 
Gang-Related 

Drug, Viol. & 
Gang-Related Drug Total Violent Only Gang-Related 

Only 
Violent & 

Gang-Related 
Non-Drug 

Total 
Cases referred this reporting period 715 11 73 1 800 215 156 14  385 1,185 
Declined to Prosecute: No lab analysis 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Declined to Prosecute: Department Report Problems 47 1 1 0 49 9 1 1 11 60 
Declined to Prosecute: No Conviction Likely 132 1 4 0 137 76 13 2 91 228 
Declined to Prosecute: Assisted in Another Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Declined to Prosecute: Other 131 3 0 0 134 41 8 3 52 186 
Deferred to a Diversion Program 7 0 0 0 7 1 0 0 1 8 
Prosecuted 660 12 76 4 752 198 76 31  305 1,057 

Dismissed With or Without Prejudice 79 2 14 0 95 21 13 3 37 132 
Acquitted 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 
Convicted 493 1 38 1 533 82 49 28  159 692 
Total Concluded Cases 572 3 52 1 628 104 62 31  197 825 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drug Prosecutions by Offense Type 

 Buy / 
Receive 

Cultivate / 
Manufacture 

Distribute / 
Sell 

Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 14 40 4 0 0 0 58 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Fentanyl 0 0 45 135 47 0 0 0 227 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 3 20 9 0 0 0 32 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
LSD 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Marijuana 0 0 5 25 0 0 0 0 30 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 55 234 26 0 0 0 315 
Other Drug 0 0 14 1 0 0 0 0 15 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 49 0 0 0 0 49 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 7 1 0 0 0 8 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 7 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 137 527 88 0 0 0 752 

 

Felony & Misdemeanor Prosecution 
 Gang Non-Gang Total 

Felony 167  812 979 
Misdemeanor-Only 20  58 78 
Total 187  870 1,057 

 
Prescription Drug Prosecutions 

Number of drug prosecutions that 
involved any prescription drugs 16 
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Drug Convictions by Offense Type 

 Buy / 
Receive 

Cultivate / 
Manufacture 

Distribute / 
Sell 

Possess / 
Conceal 

Transport / 
Import 

Consume / 
Use Other Unknown Total 

Cocaine (powder) 0 0 4 12 1 0 0 0 17 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 0 0 10 29 30 0 0 0 69 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 5 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 0 0 2 5 0 0 0 0 7 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 0 0 17 164 32 0 0 0 213 
Other Drug 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Paraphernalia 0 0 0 213 0 0 0 0 213 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 34 432 67 0 0 0 533 

 
Prescription Drug Convictions 

Number of drug convictions that involved any prescription drugs  5 

 

 
 

Drug Offense Convictions by Class 
 Misdemeanor Felony Total 

Class 1 15 0 15 
Class 2 0 8 8 
Class 3 0 105 105 
Class 4  97 97 
Class 5  43 43 
Class 6  265 265 
Undesignated 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 15 518 533 

 

Persons Convicted for All Drug Offenses 
Plea 531 
Jury 2 
Non-Jury 0 
Total 533 
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Number of Persons Sentenced for Violent Offenses 
  

Prison 
 

Jail 
 

Probation 
Split 

Sentence 
Suspended 
Sentence 

Community 
Service 

 
Fines 

 
Other 

 
Unknown 

 
Total 

Violent Drug Related Offenses 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Violent Non-drug Related Offenses 64 2 38 6 0 0 0 0 0 110 
Total 66 2 38 6 0 0 0 0 0 112 

Number of Persons Sentenced for Drug Offenses 
Cocaine (powder) 1 0 14 2 0 0 0 0 0 17 
Crack (cocaine) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fentanyl 36 0 22 11 0 0 0 0 0 69 
Hashish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
High Grade Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ketamine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LSD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Marijuana 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
Marijuana Plants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 106 0 84 21 0 0 2 0 0 213 
Other Drug 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Paraphernalia 41 3 147 12 0 0 9 1 0 213 
PCP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Prescription Sedative 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Prescription Stimulant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Salvia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Steroids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown Drug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 191 3 279 48 0 0 11 1 0 533 

 
Prescription Drug Sentenced 

Number of drug offenders sentenced that involved any prescription drugs 5 
 

Asset Forfeitures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 27 $42,328 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 19 $36,265 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 46 $78,593 

 

Total Forfeiture Cases 
Received through Referral 6 
Concluded 53 
Pending 260 

 

Training 
Number of Trainings Attended 11 
Number of Trainings Provided 1 
Community Meetings Held 2 
School Presentations Offered 0 
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FY 2022 
Awards 

Arizona Attorney General’s - Statewide Financial Remedies Project          $ 637,429  

TOTAL $ 637,429 

Civil Forfeiture Activities 
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Project Description 
The Arizona Attorney General’s Statewide Financial Remedies Section (AGO-FRS) strategically uses civil 
racketeering remedies available in Arizona law to disrupt and dismantle criminal enterprises, deter crime 
by depriving wrongdoers of the fruits and instrumentalities of illegal activity, reduce money laundering, and 
restore the property to crime victims, while protecting individual and property rights. 

 
Objective 
The project increases the effectiveness of civil forfeiture in Arizona through prosecution, specialization, 
coordination, and collaborative initiatives. 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
 
• In Fall 2020, the HSI NATIVE HIDTA Task Force and the FBI Southern Arizona Corruption Task Force 

investigated a Border Patrol Agent for involvement in distributing illegal drugs in Phoenix, AZ. 
Investigators developed information that the BP Agent would deliver a drug shipment on August 9 or 
10, 2020, to the suspect. On August 9, 2020, investigators surveilled the BP Agent at the Phoenix Sky 
Harbor Airport Terminal 4 parking garage. The BP Agent and suspect had met at the same parking 
garage on August 4. Investigators observed the BP Agent standing next to a Ford Explorer. The suspect 
arrived at the parking garage shortly after. The BP Agent signaled the suspect to park next to the Ford 
Explorer. The BP Agent removed two duffle bags from the Ford Explorer and placed them into the 
Nissan. They both then left the parking garage in their vehicles. Investigators conducted a stop of the 
Nissan. Investigators located the two duffle bags while clearing the vehicle. The zippers on each bag 
were sealed with super glue. A drug detection K-9 alerted on both duffle bags. A search of the bags 
revealed 41.91 kilograms of blue M30 pills, 22.48 kilograms of Cocaine, 1.17 kilograms of Cocaine, 
1.07 kilograms of Heroin, and 1.07 kilograms of Fentanyl. The vehicle also contained three cell phones, 
U.S. Currency, three money gram receipts, three money orders, and three value-added gift cards. The 
evidence also led to the execution of a search warrant at a Mesa, Arizona, residence, where 
investigators seized $152,476.00 in U.S. Currency, 7.6 kilograms of M30 pills, and four vehicles. The 
AGO FRS filed a forfeiture action against all of the U.S. currency and four vehicles. The forfeiture 
judgment against all property was granted in September 2021.  

 
• At Sky Harbor Airport, Phoenix PD contacted two suspects traveling from Indianapolis to San Francisco, 

where high-grade marijuana is cultivated and sold to traffickers. Their travel factors were common to 
persons trafficking drugs and proceeds through airports. The first suspect was on probation for a 
Mohave County marijuana trafficking conviction. In carry-on bags, the suspect was noted to be carrying 
$91,021, and the second had $30,440. Neither could explain or document income congruent with the 
funds. FRS filed a forfeiture Complaint with specific factual allegations. Suspects declined to file 
Answers, which require stating responses and defenses and verified signatures under penalty of 
perjury. FRS then obtained forfeiture judgments against the bulk cash. Mohave County revoked the first 
suspect’s probation and imposed a prison sentence. 

Personnel 468,994$          
Employee Related Expenditures 168,435$          
  Total 637,429$       

Fund Source: 
Federal - Byrne/JAG 210,352$          
State 267,720$          
Match 159,357$          

Approved Budget FY 2022

Arizona Attorney General’s – Statewide Financial Remedies 
Project 

175



Civil Forfeiture Activities 
 

Arizona Criminal Justice Commission EDGE Report 2022 
 
 

 
 

•  MCSO responded to a Phoenix neighborhood awakened by explosions at a house, where MCSO 
discovered equipment producing BHO and other cannabis products and a marijuana grow site. MCSO 
also found $4,803, 35 pounds of cultivated marijuana, 1 pound of BHO, jars of liquid cannabis, and 
firearms. FRS forfeited the money and firearms, and the production/grow equipment was destroyed, 

 
• In 2018 the Counter-Narcotics Alliance (CNA) task force in Tucson, Pima County, began an 

investigation that now has developed into the identification and prosecution of members of four inter-
related DTO/MLO cells working in the U.S. for the Sinaloa Cartel. The most recently discovered group 
was identified in 2020 through a connection to a previously identified group. An ongoing investigation 
led to the discovery of an individual who sent and received large shipments of drugs and cash at a 
private commercial shipping company in Tucson. The shipping company contacted CNA about two 
suspicious pallets that had arrived for pick-up. The individual scheduled to pick up the pallets was known 
to CNA from earlier investigations but the role had not been determined. Agents obtained a search 
warrant for the pallets and found eight large toolboxes containing $1,992,000.00 in bulk cash. The 
individual who arrived to pick up the shipment admitted to retrieving the shipments to pass them along 
to other members of the DTO/MLO for further distribution. The suspect had dropped off two shipments 
the day before. Agents interdicted those shipments, one to Georgia and one to Boston, and seized 23 
kilos of cocaine and 59 kilos of cocaine, respectively. The AGO Financial Remedies Section filed a 
judicial forfeiture case and obtained a judgment forfeiting the $1,992,000.00 in January 2022. 

 
 

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 
 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Grant Dollar per Forfeiture Value  $     11.00   $    11.03  
     
Number of Cases Concluded           200         764  
      
Value of Forfeited Assets (% Change over last year) -22.04% -10.91% 
      
Number of Analytical/Investigative Assists 300                    392  
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Forfeiture - Task Force Support Project: Arizona Attorney General's Office Grant Number: DC-22-040 

 
Total Forfeiture Cases* 

 Quantity 
Received through Referral 566 
Concluded 764 
Pending 14,459 

* Each case may have several actions based on the 
number of defendants and types of property seized. 

 
Case Outcomes 

 Quantity 
Number of successful outcomes in high-impact cases 33 
Number of criminal enterprises disrupted 83 
Number of seizure warrants in task force money laundering cases 5 
Number of defendants prosecuted (In Rem or In Personam) 563 

 
 

Coordination of Efforts 
 Quantity 

Number of prosecutors/investigators provided forfeiture/money laundering training 401 
Number of analytical/investigative law enforcement assists provided 392 

 
 

ACJC Grant-Funded Employee Training 
 Quantity 

Trainings Attended 23 
Trainings Provided 12 

 
 

Asset Forfeitures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 239 $5,627,357 
Other 212 $59,762 
Other Financial Instrument 12 $279,639 
Real Property (Real Estate) 1 $490,286 
Vehicles 67 $475,836 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 226 $99,556 
Total 757 $7,032,436 

NOTE: Forfeited assets and corresponding values listed as "Other" are not tracked per item. 
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FY 2022 
Awards 

DPS Crime Lab - Support For Drug and Gang Enforcement $ 380,233 

    Tucson Police Department - Enhanced Drug Forensics 
 
 
Mesa Police Department     

              $ 65,307 
 

              $  39,832 

TOTAL $ 485,372 

Forensic Drug Evidence Analysis Activities  
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Project Description 
Forensic Drug Analysis Programs are administered by the Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS), 
Tucson Police Department (TPD), and Mesa Police Department (MPD). The DPS and Tucson crime labs 
receive requests to process drug-related forensic tests and examinations from around the state and in 
Tucson, respectively. Mesa Forensic Services is responsible for collecting and examining evidence from all 
types of crimes committed within the City of Mesa. The labs receive samples for forensic analysis from 
municipal, county, state, and federal agencies. Forensic analysis activities support task force operations 
and prosecutorial efforts. 

 
Objective 
To provide timely and accurate forensic analysis processing to aid in the apprehension and prosecution of 
drug offenders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personnel 318,316$             
Employee Related Expenditures 134,569$             
Overtime 32,487$              
  Total 485,372$          

Fund Source: 
Federal - Byrne/JAG 273,772$             
State 90,257$              
Match 121,343$             

Approved Budget FY 2022

Summary of Activities – Forensic Drug Analysis  
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Forensic Projects: Statewide Summary 

Forensic Drug Evidence Analysis Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*A request is classified as backlogged if it has been submitted to a crime lab, but has not yet been 
examined and reported to the submitting agency within 30 days (as defined by the American Society of 
Crime Lab Directors)

Total Analyses Received 
 Quantity 

Task Force 388 
Non-Task Force 14,546 
Total 14,934 

 

Analyses Completed by Drug Type 
 Quantity 

Cocaine (powder) 323 
Crack (cocaine) 26 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 13 
Fentanyl 5,475 
Hashish 295 
Heroin 246 
High Grade Marijuana 0 
Inconclusive/Negative 610 
Ketamine 76 
LSD 42 
Marijuana 334 
Marijuana Plants 2 
Medical Marijuana 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 2,777 
Paraphernalia 0 
PCP 5 
Prescription Pain Reliever 420 
Prescription Sedative 547 
Prescription Stimulant 39 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 184 
Salvia 2 
Steroids 31 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 85 
Other Drug 1 
Total 11,533 

 

Total Analyses Received by Agency Type 
 Task Force Non-Task Force 

Federal 0 529 
State Police 0 3,190 
County Sheriff 279 1,200 
Municipal Police 109 9,423 
Other State Criminal Justice Agency 0 154 
Other State Non-Criminal Justice Agency 0 50 
Total 388 14,546 

 

General Forensic Analysis Activity 
Average number of days from receipt of sample to reporting analysis results 23.7 
Maximum (Minimum) full-time equivalent (FTE) staff devoted to drug analysis 15 (13) 
Average number of cases handled per FTE staff 962.0 
Number of times staff testified in court 4 
Number of analysis reports completed 15,009 
Average number of working days to complete analysis 17.0 
Average processing cost per analysis $81.00 
Number of Investigative Assists 10,636 
Number of field test classes completed 8 
Number of officers trained in drug field testing 153 
Number of agencies participating in field testing sessions 11 

 
 Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Backlog of cases reported over 30 days old* 1,040 336 530 714 

 

Grant-Funded Employee Training 
 Quantity 

Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 5 
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Project Description 
 
The Department of Public Safety (DPS) crime laboratory program provides identification of drugs, 
comprehensive latent print identification, and expert testimony regarding scientific findings. Arizona requires 
forensic services to identify illegal drug content, including a scientific examination report identifying the drug 
as a substance controlled under Arizona statutes. Specialized laboratory analysis is required for clandestine 
drug lab operations to prosecute under Arizona's drug manufacturing laws. The DPS crime laboratory 
program provides criminalists and support specialists with the tools to process drug-related forensic tests 
and examinations for law enforcement agencies throughout the state. 

 
Objective 
To address drug and related crime by utilizing specialized laboratory scientists to support state and local 
agencies as well as multi-agency, multi-jurisdictional task forces, and tandem prosecution 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
 
• The Department of Public Safety (DPS) crime laboratory continued use of the fentanyl field test 

program has continued to have a positive effect on reducing the statewide backlog. 
 

• During this quarter, our backlog has reduced from 459 cases to 102. 
 

• During the third quarter, our backlog has reduced from 102 to 14.  
 

• Over this quarter, our drug backlog continues to reduce with a current backlog of cases over 30 days 
of five cases statewide. This was a direct result of purchasing two new GC/FID instruments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personnel 277,542$             
Employee Related Expenditures 102,691$             
  Total 380,233$          

Fund Source: 
Federal - Byrne/JAG 239,076$             
State 46,099$              
Match 95,058$              

Approved Budget FY 2022

Department of Public Safety Crime Lab – Support for Drug and 
Gang Enforcement  
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Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 
 
 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Average Days to Complete Analysis 32 20 
      
Cases Completed per Analyst 1030 1146 
      
Average Cost per Analysis $114 $35.81 
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Forensic Projects: Arizona Department of Public Safety 

Forensic Drug Evidence Analysis Activities 
 

Grant Number: DC-22-070 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*A request is classified as backlogged if it has been submitted to a crime lab, but has not yet been 
examined and reported to the submitting agency within 30 days (as defined by the American Society of 
Crime Lab Directors).

Total Analyses Received 
 Quantity 

Task Force 320 
Non-Task Force 9,509 
Total 9,829 

 

Analyses Completed by Drug Type 
 Quantity 

Cocaine (powder) 159 
Crack (cocaine) 5 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 
Fentanyl 2,194 
Hashish 108 
Heroin 138 
High Grade Marijuana 0 
Inconclusive/Negative 432 
Ketamine 11 
LSD 24 
Marijuana 179 
Marijuana Plants 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 1,396 
Paraphernalia 0 
PCP 5 
Prescription Pain Reliever 291 
Prescription Sedative 341 
Prescription Stimulant 15 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 145 
Salvia 2 
Steroids 19 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 18 
Total 5,482 

 

Total Analyses Received by Agency Type 
 Task Force Non-Task Force 

Federal 0 529 
State Police 0 3,190 
County Sheriff 279 1,200 
Municipal Police 41 4,386 
Other State Criminal Justice Agency 0 154 
Other State Non-Criminal Justice Agency 0 50 
Total 320 9,509 

 

General Forensic Analysis Activity 
Average number of days from receipt of sample to reporting analysis results 20.9 
Maximum (Minimum) full-time equivalent (FTE) staff devoted to drug analysis 10 (9) 
Average number of cases handled per FTE staff 2,578.3 
Number of times staff testified in court 1 
Number of analysis reports completed 10,619 
Average number of working days to complete analysis 20 
Average processing cost per analysis $114 
Number of Investigative Assists 10,619 
Number of field test classes completed 2 
Number of officers trained in drug field testing 68 
Number of agencies participating in field testing sessions 3 

 
 Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Backlog of cases reported over 30 days old* 525 102 15 5 

 

Grant-Funded Employee Training 
 Quantity 

Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 2 
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Project Description 
 
Tucson Police Department (TPD) Crime Laboratory conducts investigations and examinations of drug-
related evidence required for effective court adjudication of drug-related cases. Following legally regulated 
guidelines and precise testing procedures, drugs are analyzed to identify and legally substantiate the 
amount and types of narcotics involved. 

 
Working as a collaborative effort, the TPD forensic employees, Counter Narcotics Alliance (CNA) officers, 
and attorneys from the Pima County Attorney's Office (PCAO) develop and process legal evidence used to 
prosecute drug offenders. Forensic analysts are frequently called upon to provide expert scientific testimony 
in court. 

 
Objective 
To produce substance test results and written reports that will be used as evidence for prosecution and 
provide law enforcement agencies in the Tucson area with timely, quality scientific support required for 
effective court adjudication of drug-related cases. 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
 

• No highlights were submitted. 
 

 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 
 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Average Days to Complete Analysis 55 202 
      
Cases Completed per Analyst 150 60 
      
Average Cost per Analysis $150.00 $1088.45 

 

Personnel 40,774$              
Employee Related Expenditures 24,533$              
  Total 65,307$            

Fund Source: 
Federal - Byrne/JAG 21,551$              
State 27,429$              
Match 16,327$              

Approved Budget FY 2022

Tucson Police Department – Enhanced Drug Forensics  
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Total Analyses Received by Agency Type 
 Task Force Non-Task Force 

Federal 0 0 
State Police 0 0 
County Sheriff 0 0 
Municipal Police 68 133 
Other State Criminal Justice Agency 0 0 
Other State Non-Criminal Justice Agency 0 0 
Total 68 133 

 

 
 

Forensic Projects: Tucson Police Department-Forensics 

Forensic Drug Evidence Analysis Activities 
 

Grant Number: DC-22-071 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*A request is classified as backlogged if it has been submitted to a crime lab, but has not yet been 
examined and reported to the submitting agency within 30 days (as defined by the American Society of 
Crime Lab Directors). 

Total Analyses Received 
 Quantity 

Task Force 68 
Non-Task Force 133 
Total 201 

   
  

   
   

  
 

Analyses Completed by Drug Type 
 Quantity 

Cocaine (powder) 11 
Crack (cocaine) 7 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 0 
Fentanyl 58 
Hashish 15 
Heroin 10 
High Grade Marijuana 0 
Inconclusive/Negative 26 
Ketamine 0 
LSD 5 
Marijuana 6 
Marijuana Plants 0 
Medical Marijuana 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 52 
Other Drug 1 
Paraphernalia 0 
PCP 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 1 
Prescription Sedative 7 
Prescription Stimulant 1 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 0 
Salvia 0 
Steroids 0 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 1 
Total 201 

     
  
  

   
   

   
  
  

  
    

  
  

  
  
   

   
  

   
  

  
    
   
   

   
  

  
   

General Forensic Analysis Activity 
Average number of days from receipt of sample to reporting analysis results 182.8 
Maximum (Minimum) full-time equivalent (FTE) staff devoted to drug analysis 1 (1) 
Average number of cases handled per FTE staff 15.0 
Number of times staff testified in court 1 
Number of analysis reports completed 60 
Average number of working days to complete analysis 5 
Average processing cost per analysis $150 
Number of Investigative Assists 17 
Number of field test classes completed 4 
Number of officers trained in drug field testing 68 
Number of agencies participating in field testing sessions 4 

 
 Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Backlog of cases reported over 30 days old* 135 141 133 138 
    

             
            

         
        
      
         
      
     
       
         
         

 
         

            

 

Grant-Funded Employee Training 
 Quantity 

Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 0 
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Project Description 
 
The Mesa Forensic Services Controlled Substance Unit provides accurate, objective, and timely 
forensic science examinations, including scientific analysis and crime scene processing, to the Mesa 
Police Department, other law enforcement agencies, and the criminal justice community. The unit 
also provides support for the Department's Field Drug Testing Program. Unit members, if authorized, 
perform Fire Debris analysis. 

 
 

Objective 
 
To provide and maintain high levels of quality examinations/analyses in the areas of Biology (DNA and 
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis), Controlled Substances, Toxicology (Blood Drug and Blood Alcohol), 
Firearms/Tool Mark/Impressions, Fingerprint Identification, Evidence Processing (Latent Print 
Processing and Biological Evidence Processing), Latent Prints (Latent Print Comparison and Shoe/Tire 
Impressions) and Crime Scenes. 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
 
• During this reporting period, the Controlled substance Unit received an "edibles" case in early 

July 2021. The evidence contained a variety of THC edibles that were packaged with common 
trademarked candy/snack labels, including Swedish Fish, Doritos "Cool Ranch" & l Nacho 
Cheese", Fruity Pebbles, Cheetos "Crunchy", Airheads Xtreme bites, Cap'n Crunch Berries, 
and Nerd Ropes. These edibles were identical to the original packaged items available at 
grocery or convenience store. With the increase of these cases, it becomes imperative for our 
analysts to test edibles in marked packages and the homemade items that are also coming in. 
With the funds from this grant, Mesa Police Forensic analysts can work overtime and analyze 
more cases like this. 

 
• During this quarter, the unit completed 62 hours of overtime. In this period, the unit completed 

366 report reviews and 17 cases. The unit taught a Field Drug Testing (TruNarc + Marijuana) 
class to 10 individuals- Nine from our agency (including six detention officers and three crime 
scene specialists) and one employee from a contract agency. We plan on conducting 
additional TruNarc classes for the next quarter. 
 

• The Mesa Forensics lab continues to see a constant flow of fentanyl cases for analysis. We 
also continue to analyze analogs or mixtures of Fentanyl, the newest being Valeryl Fentanyl. 
The lab has recently purchased a standard for Valeryl Fentanyl and will soon be able to confirm 

Overtime 32,487$      
Employee Related Expenditures 7,345$        
  Total 39,832$    

Fund Source: 
Federal - Byrne/JAG 13,145$      
State 16,729$      
Match 9,958$        

Approved Budget FY 2022

Mesa Police Department – Forensic Services 
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this new analog. The laboratory has confirmed nearly 1000 fentanyl or fentanyl analogs in the 
April-June quarter. 

 
 
Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. 
While these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a 
method of determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 
 

 

Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Average Days to Complete Analysis 58 29 
      
Cases Completed per Analyst 133 293 
      
Average Cost per Analysis $60.94 $9.20 
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Forensic Projects: Mesa Police Department                                Grant Number: DC-22-072 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Forensic Analysis Activity 
Average number of days from receipt of sample to reporting analysis results 28.3 
Maximum (Minimum) full-time equivalent (FTE) staff devoted to drug analysis 4 (3) 
Average number of cases handled per FTE staff 292.8 
Number of times staff testified in court 2 
Number of analysis reports completed 4,330 
Average number of working days to complete analysis 9 
Average processing cost per analysis $0 
Number of Investigative Assists 0 
Number of field test classes completed 2 
Number of officers trained in drug field testing 17 
Number of agencies participating in field testing sessions 4 

 
 Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Backlog of cases reported over 30 days old* 380 93 382 571 

*A request is classified as backlogged if it has been submitted to a crime lab, but has not yet 
been examined and reported to the submitting agency within 30 days (as defined by the 
American Society of Crime Lab Directors). 

 
 
 
 

Total Analyses Received 
 Quantity 

Task Force 0 
Non-Task Force 4,904 
Total 4,904 

Analyses Completed by Drug Type 
 Quantity 

Cocaine (powder) 153 
Crack (cocaine) 14 
Ecstasy (MDMA) 13 
Fentanyl 3,223 
Hashish 172 
Heroin 98 
High Grade Marijuana 0 
Inconclusive/Negative 152 
Ketamine 65 
LSD 13 
Marijuana 149 
Marijuana Plants 2 
Medical Marijuana 0 
Methamphetamine/Amphetamine 1,329 
Paraphernalia 0 
PCP 0 
Prescription Pain Reliever 128 
Prescription Sedative 199 
Prescription Stimulant 23 
Psilocybin (Mushrooms) 39 
Salvia 0 
Steroids 12 
Synthetic Cannabinoids 66 
Total 5,850 

Grant-Funded Employee Training 
 Quantity 

Number of Trainings Attended 0 
Number of Trainings Provided 3 

 

Total Analyses Received by Agency Type 
 Task Force Non-Task Force 

Federal 0 0 
State Police 0 0 
County Sheriff 0 0 
Municipal Police 0 4,904 
Other State Criminal Justice Agency 0 0 
Other State Non-Criminal Justice Agency 0 0 
Total 0 4,904 
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FY 2022 
Awards 

Administrative Office of the Courts $ 22,357 
Apache County Probation $ 49,084 
Cochise County Probation $ 55,887 

Coconino County Superior Court $ 66,476 

Gila County Probation $ 70,722 
Graham County Probation $ 73,019 
La Paz County Probation $ 70,015 

Mohave County Probation $ 192,989 
Navajo County Superior Court $ 194,172 
Pima County Superior Court   $   68,017 

Pima County Probation $ 176,264 

Pinal County Probation $        173,155 

Yavapai County Probation $ 92,937 

Yuma County Probation $ 31,373 
TOTAL      $ 1,336,467 
  

Summary of Activity - Adjudication 
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Approved Budget FY 2022 
Personnel    $            860,726  
Employee Related Expenditures   $            475,741  
  Total    $       1,336,467  
      
Fund Source:      
State    $          1,002,350  
Match      $            334,117  

 
 

Project Description 
This program is administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) at the Arizona Supreme Court. 
The Anti-Drug Adjudication program enhances drug-related court activities throughout the state, including 
those of several Superior Courts in Arizona and adult probation offices in Apache, Cochise, Coconino, 
Graham, La Paz, Maricopa, Mohave, Pinal, Yavapai and Yuma Counties, and the Public Defender, Clerk and 
Superior Court Offices in Maricopa County. 
  
Objective 
To expedite the processing and adjudication of drug and drug-related cases through the superior court 
system; and to enhance community correction efforts to supervise, monitor, and provide treatment services 
for offenders charged with and convicted of drug and drug-related crimes through increased drug testing, 
assessment administration, absconder apprehension, and drug court programs. 

  
Selected Quarterly Highlights 
● A client in Gila County has been on Pretrial Supervision since May 2020 for alleged serious-drug offenses, 

including sales and transportation. The Court granted the release of the client on a GPS monitor; the 
client was ordered to attend residential treatment and adhere to PTS maximum conditions. The client 
benefitted from PTS, as evidenced by tremendous progress leading toward the resolution of the case. 
The client graduated from two residential rehabilitation programs, transitioned into a sober living home, 
and continued to attend IOP groups. The client is currently employed. Due to the severity of the alleged 
offenses, plea negotiations resulted in a prison term plea; however, due to good standing while on pretrial 
release, the Court granted an extension to 2022. The client remains on pretrial supervision and intends 
to continue participating.  

 
● A La Paz County Adult Probation Department staff partially funded by the DGVCCP grant has been 

trained as a trainer for EPICS II and Motivational Interviewing. Both programs help officers to build rapport 
with clients and address underlying causes of behavior. Supervising officers’ attitudes toward supervision 
are changing from compliance monitoring to actual behavior change. The Department continues 
collaborating with the Court, County Attorneys, and the Sheriff’s Department on a mental health initiative 
to better recognize and address this demographic's particular intervention needs.  
 

● Yuma County Drug Court program provided 141 substance abuse groups, 32 MRT groups, 241 individual 
counseling sessions, two family sessions, and staff attended 33 ART meetings. Four participants 
reinstated their driver's license after having their license suspended, two participants completed the 
program sanction free, two got promotions at work, and one purchased his first car. They had three 
participants that had their offenses designated class one misdemeanors when they completed the 
program. 
 

● During the last reporting period in Cochise County, members of the presentence division participated in 
a local judicial education conference where they trained about Court programs and learned new safety 
techniques regarding active shooters. Additionally, officers began referring clients to the newly formed 
Adult Drug Court in Cochise County and continued to assist with the placement of multiple clients into 
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inpatient treatment centers including Salvation Army, Hope, and the Haven. The officers continued to 
maintain a 100% on-time, or early, submittal rate for their presentence reports while continuing to see an 
increase in total reports and reports with shorter completion timeframes. 

 

 Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Drug Court Graduation Rate 71.05% 71.05% 
      
Probation Completion Rate 0.00% 0.00% 
      
Probation Revocation Rate 0.00% 0.00% 
      
Drug Treatment Completion Rate 0.00% 0.00% 
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Adjudication Project: Administrative Office of the Courts Grant Number: DC-22-060 
 

Drug Court Totals 
Drug Courts Funded 4 
Number of Drug Court Participants 1,739 
Number of Drug Court Graduates 108 
Drug Court Exits (Includes Graduates) 152 
Number of Participants Who Obtained Employment During their Participation 759 
Number of Drug Court Participants Who Did Not Recidivate During Participation 915 

 
Probation Totals 

Probationers Served 248 
Probationers Exiting Probation 0 
Probationers Completing Probation 0 
Probationers Revoked/Reinstated Probation 0 
Probationer Totals  

Receiving One or More Drug Tests 0 
Screened for Drug Treatment 0 
Receiving Drug Treatment 0 
Completed Drug Treatment 0 
Discharged from Drug Treatment 0 

Number of Pre-Sentence Investigation Reports Prepared 669 
Number of Pre-Sentence Investigation Reports Not Submitted On Time 141 
Number of Absconders Apprehended 686 

 
Indigent Defense Services Totals 

Indigent Defendant Totals  

Served 0 
Acquitted 0 
Dismissed 0 
Convicted 0 

Number of Convicted Indigent Defendants Incarcerated 0 
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FY 2022 
Awards 

Arizona Attorney General’s Office Medicaid Fraud $ 102,000 

TOTAL $ 102,000 

Medicaid Fraud Activities 
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Arizona Attorney General’s Office Medicaid Fraud 
 

 
Approved Budget FY 2022 

Personnel    $           56,299  
Employee Related Expenditures  $           45,701  
  Total    $       102,000  
      
Fund Source:     
Federal - Byrne/JAG   $                  -    
State    $         102,000  
Match      $                  -    

 
 

Project Description 
The Medicaid Healthcare Fraud and Abuse (HCFA) project is administered by the Arizona Attorney 
General’s Office (AGO) and provides investigation and prosecution of healthcare providers committing 
fraud, abuse, and/or neglect in Medicaid-funded healthcare facilities. 

 
Project Objective 
To safeguard Arizona citizens and taxpayer funds by investigating and prosecuting healthcare providers 
stealing Arizona Medicaid funds or resources or who abuse or neglect patients in Arizona Medicaid- funded 
health care facilities. Program efforts of the Arizona Attorney General’s Office Medicaid Fraud Control Unit 
reduce the availability of prescription drugs (particularly narcotics) and other abusive pharmaceuticals in 
the illegal markets of Arizona. 

 
Selected Quarterly Highlights 

• Two Registered Nurses were convicted for their multi-month and multi-facility crimes related to their 
aggressive efforts to acquire addictive pain medication from their employers, without regard to the 
havoc they created in the healthcare systems where they worked. RN #1 had come to Mohave 
County in 2018, where she submitted work applications at three Arizona healthcare facilities, omitting 
from the application’s crucial work history to conceal her previous illegal drug diversion activity at 
facilities in both Missouri and Illinois. RN #1’s Arizona case was initially investigated by the Bullhead 
City PD following a report from a local hospital that had discovered discarded intravenous supplies 
in the ICU employee bathroom’s garbage container. Staff also observed blood in the bathroom and 
on the suspect RN’s pants and shoes. An investigation uncovered indications that she had taken two 
bags of Fentanyl that had been intended for patients. The investigation of RN #2 was initiated in 
2019 due to allegations that she was responsible for diverting narcotic medications while employed 
at four medical centers in the Phoenix area over 18 months. The investigation showed several 
methods used by RN #2 to divert the medications; including straight theft of the narcotics and 
concealment through falsified patient records. All four employers of RN #2 had terminated her 
employment due to suspicion of her diverting narcotic drugs. Both RN #1 and RN #2 would be 
sentenced to two years of supervised probation. Also, because the case was prosecuted by Arizona’s 
MFCU, the conviction information has been submitted to HHS OIG which will in all likelihood place 
RNs on a list of healthcare workers excluded from employment for five years at any healthcare facility 
in the United States that participates in Medicaid or Medicare. This is in addition to our filing reports 
with the AZ Nursing Board and the National Provider Data Bank. 
 

• This case focuses on a prolific unlawful prescriber of opioids who had operated in Phoenix from 2013 
to 2018. The DEA had been concerned about the opioid prescribing and distribution practices of a 
Naturopathic Physician when it was revealed that among his peers, which consisted of mid-level 
providers, he was first in terms of Hydrocodone units that he would distribute from his office from 
2014 to 2017. The DEA and the AG’s MFCU conducted an investigation into the prescribing practices 
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utilizing UC operations between 2013 and 2018. In one visit, the doctor coached the UC to falsely 
increase his reported pain level from the level 1 that he initially reported. After the UC complied and 
changed his reported pain level, the doctor provided him prescriptions for Hydrocodone and Valium. 
Medical records were obtained from the prescribing doctor’s office for the three UC visits and they 
falsely claimed that a complete patient physical exam had been conducted by the doctor prior to his 
issuing prescriptions. A medical expert for the State reviewed the evidence in this matter and 
concluded that the doctor not only failed to adhere to the standards of Naturopathic Medicine, but 
his prescribing practices and lack of physical examinations did not follow generally accepted medical 
standards for his practice and for patient care. The doctor would be charged with seven drug-related 
offenses by the State Grand Jury, and he would plead on August 27, 2021, to the charge of 
Solicitation to Offer to Sell or Transfer a Narcotic Drug as a class 4 felony. This charge reflected that 
the doctor authorized his staff to provide the Undercover Agent with prescriptions for Hydrocodone 
and Diazepam when he was not present in the office to conduct the examination of the UC Agent, 
all the while the medical records falsely claimed that he had performed a patient physical exam. The 
doctor was sentenced to 15 months of supervised probation and he had to surrender his Naturopathic 
license. 
 

• On March 8, 2022, the leader of an eleven-person opioid pill drug ring that operated in the Valley, 
was sentenced to 15.75 years of prison. The Attorney General’s Office was contacted by a healthcare 
provider whose identity had been stolen after that provider had discovered 36 prescriptions for 
narcotic and dangerous drugs that the provider did not authorize in his prescribing history. Those 36 
prescriptions represented more than 6,000 pills of narcotic drugs. The Defendant was arrested by 
the Chandler Police Department for an outstanding warrant and was to be in possession of 
approximately 500 fraudulent prescriptions containing the identifying information of 21 different 
healthcare providers. The Defendant and this group used the providers' identities to fill fraudulent 
prescriptions at pharmacies in the Valley. The Defendant was convicted of Participation in a Criminal 
Syndicate, a class 2 felony, Conspiracy to Commit Acquisition of Narcotic Drugs by fraud, a class 3 
Felony, and the Aggravated Taking the Identity of Another, a class 3 Felony. This case was 
investigated by the Arizona Attorney General’s Office with the assistance of the Chandler Police 
Department, The Mesa Police Department, The Maricopa County Sherriff’s Office, and the United 
States Drug Enforcement Administration. 
 

• When the Attorney General's Health Care Fraud (HCF) Section initially applied for this ACJC grant 
in 2009, we noted that "there is no other agency at the state level that can approach the Arizona 
Attorney General HCF’s level of expertise, extensive resources, and working history of collaborative 
efforts concerning the investigation and prosecution of prescription drug crimes.” Twelve years of 
grant-funded fieldwork have allowed us to expand and improve the unique and specialized skills of 
HCF personnel in investigating and prosecuting drug diversion cases that have a government-funded 
healthcare nexus. The HCF’s mission under this grant has been to aggressively ferret out, expose 
and prosecute corrupt healthcare providers whose criminal conduct results in prescription pain pills 
being abused and illegally trafficked. Since 2009, when the ACJC grant was initiated, HCF has 
convicted 391 persons. HCF compiled a list of the professions represented by the prosecuted and 
convicted individuals for the calendar years 2009 through June 30, 2022. The following is a summary 
of that data: • 23 MDs, DOs, and Podiatrists • 8 Nurse Practitioners • 1 Physician's Assistant • 17 
Pharmacists • 34 Pharmacy Techs • 33 Registered Nurses • 3 Licensed Practical Nurses • 39 Medical 
Assistants and Med Techs • 36 Clerical Staff working at medical, dental, and pharmacy facilities • 12 
Certified Nursing Assistants and Caregivers • 20 Other health care workers • 165 Doctor 
Shoppers/Forgers/ Street Associates. 
 

Performance Benchmarks 
All agencies are required to estimate performance benchmarks according to their program area. While 
these benchmark measures are not all-inclusive of program performance, they provide a method of 
determining program success and efficacy and support evidence-based programming. 
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Performance Measure FY 2022 
Estimated 

FY 2022 
Actual 

Grant Dollar per Value of Prescription Drug Removal  $       0.00   $     22.69  
      
Percentage of cases sentenced per investigations opened 60% 104% 
      
Average number of felony convictions per case sentenced 100% 93% 
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Prescription Drug Cases Investigated 
Cases Referred 27 
Cases Opened for Investigation 23 
Healthcare Affiliated Individuals Charged 14 
Cases Involving more than One County Jurisdiction 0 
Total Charges 160 
Total Persons Charged 19 
Average Number of Charges per Case 14.7 
Average Number of Felony Charges per Case 14.7 

 

Felony Convictions 22 
Convictions Less than a Felony 0 

 

Prescription Drug Fraud Cases Prosecuted 
 FY 2021 FY 2022 

Cases Referred by Law Enforcement 10 16 
Cases Referred by Non-Law Enforcement Agencies 8 7 
Cases Accepted for Prosecution 15 21 
Cases Prosecuted (Completed Case) 18 20 
Cases with Multiple Serious Charges 18 20 
Cases with Multiple Defendants 5 6 
Cases with Multiple Jurisdictions 0 2 
Total Criminal Counts Charged 142 523 

 

Intelligence Sharing and Collaborative Investigation 
 Made to an 

External Agency 
Received from an 
External Agency 

Intelligence Requests 14 14 
Intelligence Shared 13 15 
Investigation Assist Requests 17 14 

 

Prescription Drug Fraud Sentencing 
 FY 2021 FY 2022 

Number of Cases Sentenced 18 22 
Average Length of Sentence 0.3 0.8 

 

Individuals Charged by County 
 Quantity 

Apache 0 
Cochise 0 
Coconino 0 
Gila 0 
Graham 0 
Greenlee 0 
La Paz 0 
Maricopa 16 
Mohave 1 
Navajo 0 
Pima 3 
Pinal 1 
Santa Cruz 0 
Statewide 0 
Yavapai 1 
Yuma 0 

 

Source Profile by Individuals Charged 
 Network 

Affiliation Independent 
Under 18 18 & Over 

Male Female Male Female 
Healthcare Staff (Not licensed Prescribers) 0 7 0 0 1 6 
Licensed Prescriber (MD/DO/NP/PA) 0 7 0 0 3 4 
Patient (“doctor shopper”) 0  5 0 0 1 4 
Pharmacist 0 1 0 0 1 0 
Pharmacy Technician 2 0 0 0 1 1 
Pilferer (Casual or Systematic) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 20 0 0 7 15 

 
Prescription Drug Removals by Type & Quantity 

 Criminally Charged Not Charged Criminally Total 
Quantity 
(Doses) Value Quantity 

(Doses) Value Quantity 
(Doses) Value 

Muscle relaxant 0 $0 0 $0 0 $0 
Pain reliever (Hydrocodone) 270 $54,000 53,000 $106,000 53,270 $160,000 
Pain reliever (Other) 1,760 $8,800 114,240 $571,250 116,000 $580,050 
Pain reliever (Oxycodone) 6,836 $131,520 99,580 $1,367,800 106,416 $1,499,320 
Sedative 2,890 $14,450 8,000 $40,000 10,890 $54,450 
Stimulant 560 $2,900 0 $0 560 $2,900 
Total 12,316 $211,670 274,820 $2,085,050 287,136 $2,296,720 

 

Asset Seizures 
 Number Value 

Aircraft 0 $0 
Currency 0 $0 
Other 0 $0 
Other Financial Instrument 0 $0 
Real Property (Real Estate) 0 $0 
Vehicles 0 $0 
Vessels 0 $0 
Weapons 0 $0 
Total 0 $0 
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41-2405. Arizona Criminal Justice Commission; powers and duties; staff 
A. The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission shall: 

1. Prepare an annual report on law enforcement activities in this state funded by the Drug 
Enforcement account or the Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund and relating to illicit drugs and 
drug-related gang activity. The report shall be submitted by October 31 of each year to the 
Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The 
report shall include: 
(a) The name and a description of each law enforcement program dealing with illegal drug activity 

or street gang activity, or both. 
(b) The objective and goals of each program. 

(c) The source and amount of monies received by each program. 
(d) The name of the agency or entity that administers each program. 
(e) The effectiveness of each program. 

 
41-2402. Drug and gang enforcement account; resource center fund 

A. A drug and gang enforcement account is established within the Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund 
consisting of monies appropriated to the account by the legislature and any other monies available 
from other sources, public or private, to be used for the purpose of enhancing efforts to deter, 
investigate, prosecute, adjudicate and punish drug offenders and members of criminal street gangs as 
defined in section 13-105. 

B. The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission shall distribute monies from the drug and gang enforcement 
account in the following manner: 
1. Up to 50 percent to fund law enforcement agencies approved by the Commission to enhance both: 

(a) The investigation of drug and gang offenses and related criminal activity. 
(b) Drug and gang education and prevention programs. 

2. Up to 50 percent to fund programs and agencies approved by the Commission to enhance the 
state, county, city or town prosecution of drug and gang offenses and related criminal activity. 

3. Up to 30 percent to fund programs and agencies approved by the Commission for the purpose of 
enhancing the ability of the courts to process drug and gang offenses and related criminal cases, 
either through the appointment of judges pro tempore or the establishment of additional divisions 
of the courts only for the purposes of this section, enhancing defense and probation services, 
including treatment, and funding the drug testing program. 

4. Up to 30 percent to fund programs by county sheriffs and the State Department of Corrections, as 
approved by the Commission, to enhance drug offender treatment programs and the jail operations 
and facilities available to detain and incarcerate drug offenders and members of criminal street 
gangs as defined in section 13-105. 

5. Up to 30 percent to fund programs and agencies, as approved by the Commission, to enhance the 
integration of criminal justice records relating to drug and gang offenders and their related criminal 
activity. 

C. Any state agency that receives monies allocated from this account shall not include such monies as 
part of its continuation budget base for the purpose of requesting appropriations for the following fiscal 
year. 

D. All the monies allocated from this account shall be dedicated solely to the purpose of enhancing efforts 
to deter, investigate, prosecute, adjudicate and punish drug and gang and related criminal offenders, 
except those monies allocated pursuant to subsection G of this section. 

E. Notwithstanding the limitations prescribed in subsection B of this section, any federal monies or 
matching state monies in the drug and gang enforcement account may only be allocated by the 
Commission pursuant to a plan approved by the federal government. 

F. The auditor general shall annually perform a full and complete audit of the fund or the Commission 
shall annually contract with an accounting firm to perform the audit and deliver a report to the governor 
and the legislature. The audit shall be charged to the Drug and Gang Enforcement account. 

G. A resource center fund is established consisting of monies received pursuant to section 12-284.03, 
subsection A, paragraph 1 and section 41-178 and all monies received from public or private gifts, 
grants or other sources, excluding federal monies and monies to be passed through to other entities, 
to be used solely for the purpose of funding the Arizona Youth Survey. Monies in the fund are subject 
to legislative appropriation. Any monies unexpended or unencumbered on June 30 of each year shall 
not be subsequently expended or encumbered unless re-appropriated. No monies in the drug and 
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gang enforcement account except those received pursuant to this subsection shall be used to fund the 
Arizona Youth Survey. Monies that are expended pursuant to this subsection are subject to the 
reporting requirements prescribed in section 41-617.01. 

 
41-2401. Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund 

A. The Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund is established consisting of monies collected pursuant to 
section 12-116.01 and monies available from any other source. The State Treasurer shall administer 
the fund. 

B. On or before November 1 of each year, each department, agency or office that receives monies 
pursuant to this section shall provide to the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission a report for the 
preceding fiscal year. The report shall be in a form prescribed by the Arizona Criminal Justice 
Commission and shall be reviewed by the director of the joint legislative budget committee. The report 
shall set forth the sources of all monies and all expenditures. The report shall not include any identifying 
information about specific investigations. 

C. On or before December 1 of each year, the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission shall compile all 
reports into a single comprehensive report and shall submit a copy of the comprehensive report to the 
Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Director 
of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee. 

D. On the first day of each month, the State Treasurer shall distribute or deposit: 
1. 6.46 percent in the Arizona automated fingerprint identification system fund established by section 

41- 2414. 
2. 1.61 percent to the department of juvenile corrections for the treatment and rehabilitation of youth 

who have committed drug-related offenses. 
3. 16.64 percent in the Peace Officers' Training Fund established by section 41-1825. 
4. 3.03 percent in the Prosecuting Attorneys' Advisory Council Training Fund established by section 

41- 1830.03. 
5. 9.35 percent to the Supreme Court for the purpose of reducing juvenile crime. 

6. 8.56 percent to the Department of Public Safety. 15 percent of the monies shall be allocated for 
deposit in the Arizona Deoxyribonucleic Acid Identification System Fund established by section 
41-2419. 85 percent of the monies shall be allocated to state and local law enforcement authorities 
for the following purposes: 
(a) To enhance projects that are designed to prevent residential and commercial burglaries, to 

control street crime, including the activities of criminal street gangs, and to locate missing 
children. 

(b) To provide support to the Arizona Automated Fingerprint Identification System. 
(c) Operational costs of the criminal justice information system. 

7. 9.35 percent to the Department of Law for allocation to county attorneys for the purpose of 
enhancing prosecutorial efforts. 

8. 6.02 percent to the Supreme Court for the purpose of enhancing the ability of the courts to process 
criminal and delinquency cases, orders of protection, injunctions against harassment and any 
proceeding relating to domestic violence matters, for auditing and investigating persons or entities 
licensed or certified by the Supreme Court and for processing judicial discipline cases. 
Notwithstanding section 12- 143, subsection A, the salary of superior court judges pro tempore 
who are appointed for the purposes provided in this paragraph shall, and the salary of other 
superior court judges pro tempore who are appointed pursuant to section 12-141 for the purposes 
provided in this paragraph may, be paid in full by the monies received pursuant to this paragraph. 

9. 11.70 percent to the county sheriffs for the purpose of enhancing county jail facilities and 
operations, including county jails under the jurisdiction of county jail districts. 

10. 1.57 percent to the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission. 
11. 9.00 percent in the Crime Laboratory Operations Fund established by section 41-1772. 
12. 2.30 percent in the Crime Laboratory Assessment Fund established by section 41-2415. 
13. 7.68 percent in the Victims' Rights Fund established by section 41-191.08. 
14. 4.60 percent in the Victim Compensation and Assistance Fund established by section 41-2407. 
15. 2.13 percent to the Supreme Court for the purpose of providing drug treatment services to adult 

probationers through the Community Punishment Program established in title 12, chapter 2, article 
11. 

E. Monies distributed pursuant to subsection D, paragraphs 3, 4, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13 and 14 of this section 
constitute a continuing appropriation. Monies distributed pursuant to subsection D, paragraphs 1, 2, 5, 
8, 10 and 15 of this section are subject to legislative appropriation. 
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F. The portion of the 85 percent of the monies for direct operating expenses of the Department of Public 
Safety in subsection D, paragraph 6 of this section is subject to legislative appropriation. The 
remainder of the monies in subsection D, paragraph 6 of this section including the portion of the 85 
percent for local law enforcement is continuously appropriated. 

G. The allocation of monies pursuant to subsection D, paragraphs 6, 7, 8 and 9 of this section shall be 
made in accordance with rules adopted by the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission pursuant to 
section 41-2405. 
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